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PREFACE. 


Warn any one offers his own Memoirs 
to the world, it is very natural to aſk what 
are his claims to the notice of the Public ? 


To this the Author of the following ſheets can 


juſtly reply, that perhaps there exiſts not an- 
other individual who has been ſo much the 
play- thing of Fortune as himſelf; and he can 
boldly add, that few have been fo unjuſtly 
calumniated. With ſhame he acknowledges 
that there have been parts of his life he can 
neither juſtify, nor means to defend ; but this 


Work, the truth of which reſts not upon his 


own teſtimony only, but upon that of cha- 
rafters whom ſuſpicion itſelf would not dare 
to doubt, will prove that his life has been, by 
no means, a ſeries of diſgraces. | 
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vi PREFACE. 


Such as it has really been, he lays it before 
the world, ready to receive from the impartial 
voice of the Public that praiſe or that cenſure 


to which he may be found entitled. 


To the republic of letters he feels the ne- 
ceflity of apologizing for any inaccuracies 
which may be found in the compoſition. Born 
a ſoldier, though happy in an excellent edu- 
cation, the profeſſion of arms engaged his en- 
tire ſoul; ſomething muſt, therefore, be al- 


lowed for the production of one no way in the 


habit of writing beyond private correſpon- 


dence or military orders. Beſides, ever ac- 


cuſtomed to execute his ideas with rapidity, 


he confeſſes his want of patience to touch, re- 
touch, and ponder, words and ſyllables; but 
though his periods may want that harmonious 
chime which amuſes the ear, they ſhall never 


be deficient in truth and candour. 


The many exalted characters whoſe names 
are introduced in this work, will, the Author 
truſts, excuſe the freedom he has uſed with 
them; he has, indeed, had the honour of 
ſtanding by their ſides in the field of battle 
and in the drawing- room; and he hopes, that 
| | not 


PREFACE, vil 
not one of them will be aſhamed: of appearing 


along with him on paper. 
In ſome parts he has, however, ſuppreſſed 


_ circumſtances which, though highly honour- 


able to himſelf, are nevertheleſs improper for 
publication; but when his readers reflect, as 
he hopes they will have the goodneſs to do, 


that he has been entruſted with important 


ſtate ſecrets, by the moſt potent Princes in 
the world, they would, he is ſure, conſider 
Vim as far loft to all honour, indeed, ſhould 
he ſuffer them to eſcape him, merely to gra- 
tify his own vanity. <4 


Finally, ſhould any material fact be miſ- 


tated, which may eaſily happen to any one 
who writes from memory only, he will rea- 


dily and thankfully rectify his miſtake on 


being informed of it. Of thoſe deſpicable 
ſcriblers, who, without knowledge of him or 


his hiſtory, have dared to publiſh their anony- 


mous libels, he ſhall, at preſent, take very 
little notice; though, perhaps, ſome future 
day he may recompence them as they de- 
ſerve. LE. | 
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admitted to the General's table, at the author's inter- 
ceſſion.—Deſeription of the Province of Rio Grande, 
the manners of the inhabitants, and their uncommon 
| hoſpitality.—Scandalous behaviour of the Engliſh ſol- 
diers.— A child of one of the Engliſh ſoldiers chriſtened 
at Port St. Pedro.— The Governor and a lady of diſ- 
tinction ſtand ſponſors —The author and his companions 
prepare to leave Rio Grande. —Detained by contrary 
winds.— The mode of catching wild cattle in that 


| country. The author reſolves to go over land to Rio 


Janeiro, and ohtains the Governor's leave for that pur- 
poſe. The ſame favour refuſed to Mr. Minchin p- 222 


CHAP. XXI. 


rde. author prepares for his journey, 33 by Mr. 


Black, Richards a boy, a Brazilian ſervant, two dra- 


| goons, and two Indians.—Set out, and lay the firſt night 
| at Tropa Velha, where the country begins to grow 
| fertile. --Elegant entertainment there, Dine at the hut 


of 


> IP, 
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CONTENTS; ak 


of a poor farmer, —Sleep at the houſe of an officer of 
auxiliary dragoons, where the entertainment is magni- 
_ ficent,— Remarkable ſituation of Moiſtardio—Manner 
of marking horſes on the royal farms. Dexterity of the 
Indians in the uſe of two very ſingular weapons.—A 
merry prank played on a farmer. Torres, a fort on the 
frontiers of the province of Rio Grande, deſcription of 
it; vaſt number of ſeals there. Brazilian Cavalry. 
Character of the inhabitants of Rio Grande.—Farinha, 
a a root uſed as a ſubſtitute for bread, —Difficulty in croſſ- 
ing a large river,—A curious old Frenchman.—Extra- 
ordinary mode of fiſhing. Mountains near Laguna.— 
Part with their former guides. — From Laguna the 
road towards St. Catharine's very bad. Stop at a whale 

fiſhery, and next day arrive at St. Catharine's p. 236 


CHAP. XXII. 


Arrival at St. Catharine's ; honourably received there. 
The Portugueſe fleet from Rio de Janeire laying in the 
road of St. Catharine's, the author's arrival is announced 
to. the Admiral. Superb ceremony at the Admiral's 
' landing.—Character of the troops there, The curious 
manner in which the Indians ride. The author meets 
with an old acquaintance.—ls moſt kindly treated by the 

Admiral. — He and Mr. Black go to dine with the Ad- 

miral, and viſit the other Captains. — They paſs their 

their time n every pleaſure.— The ſail for Rio de Janei- 

ro,— The author is treated with much diſtinction by the 
- Admiral, —He preſents his letters to the Adjutant-Ge- 
neral and the Viceroy.— The perfidy of Enſign Min- 

chin, who gets into diſgrace for it.Minchin and Pra- 

ter make application to the Viceroy to be paid as in 

England, 
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his furrender—Complies with it, and fails for Gibral- 
tar,——His letter to the Governor, and the anſwer,— 
Sails for Liſbon, —Politely received by the Britiſh offi- 
cers there. Writes to the Britiſh Envoy and Mr. Mur- 
ray, with their anſwers.—Sails for Portſmouth. His 
letter to the Duke of Portland. Sent for to town p. 338 


CHAP, XXVII. 


The author arrives in town, is ſent to Tothil-fields Bride- 
well. —CharaQter of that priſon. —The author's exploits 
with bailiffs, Concluſion — p. 358 
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6, for was, read were. 

3, For high juſtice, read the executioner of 
high juſtice. 

9 from bottom, ele to them. 


-, after they, read all. 
2, It was not Maſena who commanded, 


but another General whoſe name I 
cannot recollect. 


4, for Brunſwic, read Orange, 


6, for from, read for, 
- 5, for drawn, read driven, 
10, dele and, £57 
9 from bottom, after they, read therefore. 
4, dele and. | 
4, after long, read ſtrait, 
2, for friends, read my friends, 
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he author”, s birth, Ae 62 Alber ud, iu 
America in 1775 —Return to England int 1777. 
by . —Rencontre with the well known Mrs. Gooch, — 


| , Goesto Lil in Handerꝛ.— Adventure there, which 
| 0 obliged him fo go 10 n the 21 teron * 
| * the empire. orbit 21 ES 


. 6 abs; 3 of ail wth 8 
out any perſonal knowledge of me, or my 
family, have done me the honour to write my 
hiſtory, there is a prodigious variety of aſſer- 
tion concerning my parentage. Some have aſ- 
ſerted that my father was a farmer, ſome a 
tradeſman, ſome a clergyman, and ſome, I be- 
lieve, will hardly allow me any father at all. 


Had my * A to . 
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BY THE LIFE Or. 


of me than 1 have of it, I might here 3 ü 
à long roll of honourable and virtuous anceſtry: 
ſuffice it to es that my deſcent is too well 


known to to 1 diſtinction of my 
country to ten — 5 necel Mary to refute the ca- 
lumnies of o1 8 Ubellers. 


My e was what Jame of 1 my biogra- 2 

phers have condefcended to allow, of the gen- 
teeleſt ſort; and my friends gave me that en- 
couragement which is naturally given to lads of 
parts, an encouragement chat too often leads 
into unconquera rable Habitb of expence and diſſi- 
on; and a too liberal ſupply from my opu-- 


Pati 
ent Lonneriönb malle me equally carelefs Ahd 


| fig With khe advantage of at Let a 
tolekad le” — — activity, and 4 perfect 
, og | EnwIed ge of att lite mibly exerciſes, I 
Is | Nen 1 bs into the“ Nd, 
* My {kill in arms introduced me'to W bod 
celebrated profeſſors of that art; as a horſe 
1 ke wife received the higheft' praiſes} ian. 
\ rurdlly gay, Hery;”ah@ Haughty, iny vafnty Was 
i proportionabiy inflated, till ir laid the und- 
: 5 _xion of my" ſubſequent 'misfortiiiies and l 
1 | eee 1102 9877 158692 £ 


t would be mere im Aßertinetce 0 ae 6p 
tha time of my readers with details of juvenile 
amũſeinemts and * amours: and it would 
be do igt ky ro expole names yer un- 
= polluted | 
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ee 9 yptry may Juſt- 
ly, regret, and 7 57 ed d pt er, then 1 
manding at, Rh 2 dF: Wer 
wounded}, and, n For Tan ent, home 
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hen Sr. 
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bravo. ar, unfortunate, Mrs. 
as ift! the rpoms g hut, a8, my Wi {45 joe V {31 

ing impoſible, a party 27 Was pro- 
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Had the not men tloned vncandid ly a wile 
1 tion which” I cannot think upon. without regret, 
I ſhould have withed it to have been buried in 
eternal ſilence: 1 mean where Mr. K. and 
myſelf are reported by her to have uſed unfair 
conduct to a young Iriſhman in a duel. The 
young gentleman "who was about my own age, 
undoubtedly Tal, but nothing unfair took 
place: the whole buſinefs paſſtd in the preſence 
of Mr. D., a reſpeckable inhabitant of London, | 
who i is yet alive; and him 1 expect and entreat 
to expoſe me as a villain if there was any B 
play on my fide. Beſides, if there needs a 
4 ſtronger proof of my conduct, I myfelf carried 55 
.- the unfortunate man to his lodgings, where, at 
i his own requeſt, 1 remained with him Teveral 
«7 hours, till prudence obliged me to provide = - 
my own "fafety from the effects of the law, dy 
leaving Life, and retiring to Tournay. | 
e. Was. « carried on in Mr, K.'s abſence 1 
mine; and ve were, as Mrs. G G. juſtly relates, 
hung in effigy, the form of dectaring outkiwry 
F there ; A ceremony which r was raſh enough to 
come into Liſle to ſee; a raſhneſs which had 
nearly coſt me dear, for I was diſcovered, andhad 
. much difficulty to effeRuate my retreat to the 
© Imperial territory: and after remaining fome 
time at Tournay, I went to Bruſfets.” © 
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Gees n l en with Mr. TEL | 


note Lord. St, Helens, —;Leaves | bruſſels, and Om, 


| companies the army of Frederic the Great, ond | 


, \ Returns through Holland 10 Wee 


ses to France ; and from thence, at the inflance. 


e the Ducheſs of Kingfon, 1. Ruſſia; — Adven-, 


ture at Riga in Livonia, —Hes arreſt there, — 


Goes 10 $ t. Peterſburg, and is introduced to Prince | 


. Patemkin and the Empreſs, —Curious, particula 
lie Pucheſrof K Jami. hy 


Ar 8 Bruſſels, hedge 4728. 10 
with General Lockhart and the Earl of Fr. 
by whom I was preſeated to Mr. Fuaherbert, 
how Lord St. Helens, then Neſident at that 
court. 1 remained in Brabant till Frederic the 
Great marched againſt Marin Tereſa, the Em- 


 pteſs. Queen: 1 followed theſe armies during 


that little war, which as the Germans thein- 
ſelves call the Karroffel Kreig,”* ar Hotatoe War, 
I paſs over as of no importance to my readers. 
I held no conſiderable fituation at that time: 


but I gained ſome experience by obſerving he 
manceuvres of the King of Fruſia ney the nals 
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[ Þ 4 In 1779 J returned to * by the way 

il i 5 of Holland; and paſſing immediately again to 

14 the continent, I met at Harwich with an amia- 
pie and attomplithed young lady, of 4 highly 


reſpe@able Ami, chen with her mother ahd 
Aker, ing to the Hague: with Her I formed 
© ccf beridn of RE" tendtreſt nature, which' in 
4 ört time rerminated i in our marriage, and 
rerum 1 Britain. After ſojourning ſome 
months in [ ” London,” 1 went with my wife to 

2 dre I was acc by her to the 
Duth bed of Ringfton. 1 remained in that 
cquntry ſome eme; nen being ſolicited by the 

| Ducheſs to go to Ruff, I conſented to follow 

5 her, as I was obliged, by affairs of my own, to 

1 fake a circuitoũs route to Pruſſia; from whence | 

a vent through Côufland to Riga, the frontier 

town of tha Rüfſtan terfitbry, where I had let- 

| terb of eee to all the Fee 
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| merchunts 

| At Riga; POD RY to fig uſual buſy fare, 1 
| met with an «adventure worth relating, as it, : 
1 perhaps; ſerved as the foundation of my future . L 
1 fortune in that country. A perſon of the name ; 
| 2 of Sauvage, 1 Hanoverian, and who had been 9 : 
bk 1 | ae by the Britim government; during : 
| i the adminiſtration of Lord North, to retrait in ] 
| | Germany, was then in that city; where he L 
EH _ for a Major of the Britiſh army, and | = 
1 2 vore 
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ſome. improprigties, of, his congl 
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wore. the. uniform o of the Guards „ping x0, 
Q, which, I 

charace ger of, 


conſidered as incompatible wit 


 a-Beirjfh, ſpldier, 1 found myfflf ß ged poll 


upon him, for an e Wr fande ws 8 
only unable to give, but behaved with ſuch in- 


 ſolenge.that I, was reduced. tp W's 195 Rae 
lirary judicarure, of the ſor 0 115 vi Ly 


was in an inner apartment, (for «fg be 


ige. legs ee a, an inns), 

what, was Boing forward, ſprung. nen h 
all, the fury of, a \ tygreſs, entangled me ED no 
very loving embrace. ks 5 being, already 
drawn,, there was no time to triff: o, ſome- 


what roughly diſengaging myſelf from * la- 
dy's, arms, I. heckoned her huſband, into the 


4s $1 4s 


ſtreet, and fairly locked her into the room... 


was making the beſt of my way to the fene 


when, he told me there was a f 315 cut; on 


which 1 ſollowed him till be 1 n oppotire 
2 guard, when, witbout further ceremony. 


he began, to roar gut for aſſiſtance. * went 

home, to my inn, where I had not long been 

when the Deputy, Governor, (who commande 
in the abſence of the a Ps of Li- 


vonia, Brown,] ent a guard for me, at t e in- 


ſtance of the F ort-M 127 who, was a "country- 
man. of. Sauvage's. 


By 
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be officer of the, guard- 
ou * ar politeneſs; and took m my ren . 
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that I would attend at the Governor's houſe: 1 
went accordingly, and found the Lieutenant - 
Governor talking with ſome officers in the yard.” 
His behaviour to me was rude, which did not 
produce any exceſs of politeneſs on my fide: 
he did not take off his hat to me, and I refuſed 
to do ſo to him; in fine, without any ennie. 
tion had, I was put under an arreſt, NT, 
My recommendations to the Britiſh mer- 
chants had been of rhe ſtrongeſt kind: and they 
no' ſodher heard of my adventure, than they 
offered and became my ſecurities until the Go- 
= vernor-General, who was daily expected, ſhould. 
5 return. I then ſent off an expreſs to the 
Ducheſs of Kingſton, at her ſcat near Narva in 
Livonia; and Sauvage s wife ſet off in relay 
for St. Peterſburgh. _ * 
The Lieutenant- Governor, finding me fo re- 
pectably ſupported, and that 1 was provided 
| with the neceſſary paſſports for entering the 
1 country, made little objection to leaving me at 
large in the town until the Governor-General 
ſhould return. Mrs. Sauvage, who in the 
ſcuffle had received ſome flight hurt in her face, 
having procured recommendations from the 
| Fort Major, (who himſelf began to be appre- 
benſive for his own ſafety, from the ſteps he had 
danken againſt me,) laid her complaint before 
g | the ons aa *. the Chancellor agony 
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| Oftertnan! The Empreſs heard it with atten. 

tion; and as Mrs. Sauvage had ſuffered by che 
froſt in her journey, by which ſhe had nearly 
loſt one of her ears, ſhe had an apartment or- 
dered for her at an Hotel; and one of the Em- 


preſſes phyficians, Dr. Rogerſon, to attend her. 
In the mean time, General Brown, the Gover- 
nor-General, arrived, examined into the butineſs' 


between Sauvage and myſelf, and ſent à true 


ſtatement of the facts to the court ; the conſe- 
quence of which was, that Sauvage and his fa- 


mily were conducted out of the country, and I 


received permiſſion to proceed to St. Peterſ- 


burgh, which I immediately did; and the 
Ducheſs of Kingſton” s houſe laying in my way, 


I paid my reſpects en paſſant to her Grace. 


On reaching the capital of Ruſſia, I waited 


on Sir James Harris, then his Majeſty's Envoy 


at that court, who had been made acquainted 
with my adventure at Riga; and who was ſo 
pleaſed with my conduct, that he, without a 
moment's delay, preſented me to Prince Po- 
temkin. After ſome converſation with that il- 
luſtrious general on my affair, and on genera! 


military ſubjects, he aſłed me if I would ſerve 
in the Ruſſian army, which I conſented to do; 
and was that ſame evening appointed Captain. 
My appointment was extremely rapid, for the 
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ſew, words: to him in; Ruſſian, which 1 dig, 1055 
chen underſtang.; the latter retired, apd-in, a few... 
minutes returned with, my, commiſſion, ready, 


made out, which he handed to, the Pripce, who, 
immediately preſented it; to, me, acquainting me. 
at the ſame, time, that he, had done me the 
honour:ta, place, me in his ſuite, and, that he; 

gave; me twa.months. leaye of aþſcnce to. pre- 


pan my ſelf for, the,enſuing. campaign. 
_ I remained. a few. days in toxn ta be preſented 
to her Majeſty, the. Empreſs, and,then returned 


m the Ducheſs of Kingſton to acquaint her with, 


my- good fortune. I topk with, me. Thomas, 
Mackenzie, Eſq. Brigadier of Marines, and Cap» 


tain of the Ruſſian, navy, an officer who, both, 


as a private gentleman, and a ſoldier, has ever, 
held the higheſt: place in the eſteem of all, that 


have the happineſs to. know him; hg. had; not 


before been introduced to her Grace, 


I was a good deal ſurpriſed, that the Ducheſs. 
did not receive the news of my ſudden and 
| honourable appointment with all the warmth 


I expected ; bur, as I afterwards. found, that. 
ſhe wiſhed to xetain me abqut her perſon, the 
myſtery >was cleared up. The night of our 
arrival at the Ducheſs's ſcat was fortunate 590 


Mackenzie; for as we were enjoying qu bottle, 


a meſſenger brought him down a brevet of 
Rear-Admiral, and the intelligence that | he was 
appointed 
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MAJOR SEMPLE LISLE, 11 
appointed: to cntnand in: the Black Seat he- 3 
therefore immediately repaired to St. Peterſ- I 
-f — * 
pany were French lady Mad. as Porquet, I 
ſiſter to Monſ. de Cocove, and a French-Secre=+ 
raryy whoſe name I dot not reeollect. At my l 
arviyal; 1 found they" had all quarrelled, and 1 
were got upon ſpeaking terms. Mad. de Pon- 4 
quert wid in ſact ſo much chagrined, ſhe kept: 4 
| her room. On which the Ducheſs; in all the; | 
native yiolemce:of her : diſpoſition, /orked:ber-in, = 4 
and actually detained her. a priſoner im that. 
ſtate for ſome Guy, a Wr 
ſtrances. i £3 | 
The- poop French Secretary wan in un ee 
terrified at theſe tyranmical procedings; that 
he rum away the fame night, without even | 
venturing to take a great coat with him. In 
an "almoſt deſolate country, in the dead of 
„and without the fmalleſt knowledge of 
9 he had to travel twenty miles to 
the Baron Roſen's, who, in that dreary ſpot, is 
called a'wighbour. He luckily ovefteobk a 
peaſant with. a fledge by the way, to hom, 5 
by repeating the name of Roſen, he fortunately | 
made known his: wiſhes; and being placed in 
the vehicle, and covered with u ſheep ſkin, he, 
f We: Fg — 
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at length, reached the Baron's more dead than 
alive. 22 77 Ben Denen den! 117 
As ſoon as we arrived, e 


vant to me with a letter; wherein he ſtates that 
he could not refuſe the poor Secretary the 
rights of - hoſpitality; adding, that he could 
wiſh the Ducheſs would abſtain from ſuch acts 
of violence; and concluded, by deſiring me to 
endea vour to effect a reconciliation between 
who ſent me to the Baron's; but the French- 
man would not liſten to the propoſals I was : 
authorized to make, whieh were to pay him 
his wages, but perſiſted in his intention of going 


to Peterſburgh to en * French n COVE 


in his cauſe. * 12 it 
I returned next working, . ane apan: 
the: Ducheſs to permit Mad. de Porquet to go 


where the would. This lady, who, it ſeems, 
| had preconcerted matters with her lover, the 


Secretary, went to St. Peterſburgh, and laid 
ker complaint before the Marquis de Verac, 
the French Miniſter there. The Marquis 
appriſed the Ducheſs of the complaint, and 1 
was ſent to St. Peterſburgh to negotiate ſor 


"Her with them; the conſequence of which was, | 
that the Ducheſs was to pay Madame de Por- 
duet fix hundred ducats in ſpecie, on condition 


of 
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of immediately returning to France; and 1 was, 
at the expence of the Ar to conduct her 
to Dantzic, whether I'was going to meet my 
own family, to bring them to the houſe which 
the Ducheſs had given me on her ate, Within 
4 ſhort league of that f the” inhabited. 5 JT 
|; The Ducheſs nad Ned my receipt for the 
"money with which the had entruſted me to pay 
' Madame de Porquet on ber arrival ac Düntric, 
charging me to take her receipt there; 2 ſeem- 
ing reconciliation then took place, and Ma- 
dame de Porquet ſtaid a few days at het Grace 5 
ſeat to pack up, her effects. In the mean time, 
the Ducheſs ordered her ſte ward Mr. Wilkinſon | 
to Prepare one of thoſe carriages, which are 
uſed in Ruſſia in time of ſnow, and which 
' reſembles the body of a coach; only much long- 
er, to be got ready. Theſe carriages are für- 
Hime with" beds; and when Mr. Wilkiaſon = 
in ſormed her Grace that the machine was ready 
© with two beds, ſhe "kmittly enough replied ;— 
von have done well,” Mr." Witkinſon, bur 
your precaution was unneceſſary: I' will an- 
et for it, one bed vim ſerve” chem before 
. they reach Dantzie ?? 
8 | | ing obtained, with ay Colin" two 


£.* 


1. months leave of abſence, and permiſſion to leave 
< the country, 1 ſet forward without any fukther 
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The auther 2 Arik to, Dandzic oo 
turning 3s met by @ meſſenger, to, haſten his rey. 
Ane at St, Peterſburg, and 4 5 fo 
; _ wait the Empreſs s difpatches.—>The, Ducheſs of - 
2 5 , condut?. —Determines to remove his e- 
mily is Narva, on account of, the Ducheſs's tyran- 
21015 diſpoftion.—Leaves, the capital, with per- 

| 1 10 go 10. the. Ducheſs's bouſe.=—Laws 1 re- 
wy doing trapelleys i in i aſi re with the 
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2 bis family to Naros, . 4 BY 
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Is rain, 888 my arrival at Danzig. to 
Madame de FPorquet, and took her recęipt for 
it, according rg, the Ducheſs's direFtions, ,, My 
family were waiting for me; I however T. found 
it neceſſary to remain ſome days there; and I 
- was further, ſo delayed by the badgeſs of the 
weather and roads, that my tvo months had 
ſome time expired. . In the mean. time, Prince 
Potemkin, finding himſelf obliged from cir- 
..cumſtances, to ſer off immediately, for phe your: 


had applied to Sir James Harris to know where 
IL. was. Io. conſequence an expreſs was ſent, 5 


for me (whom I met in Livonia, ; about a hun- 
n | dred 
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Would Permit them'; atd- proterded With the 
tho Tapfcity — — öfen She 
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St! Peterſburtzh. Pfhirfiediatay" went to Sir 


Hands, hho! ed hört at my detay, 


Auch told ard Wali chere were ina dttonb bleme 
at the · War Offlee but that Poteinllin vas pone: 


he peeſſcd ry! departure 10 follow: dhe Prince, 
l adding Tor 1 will: uſe his ow. Words;) You 


bf flake” your own” terms wick him he 


eanbet deowitheut you. ” iin Hit ins 

f et eimme cure te cure, and received 
anſtruktwyns ) to Wait her Majeſty's difpatehes, 
© With"Which! L Was td foltow the. Prince to Oher- 


nſon, "Who 'had taken: the: ceircuirous® voud of 
WIr 2" Having received” theſe directiuns. 

Band hot erng able o to; lenve iSt: Fetertburgbů 
ithoue the cmd of the Empreſs, Vavyore 
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cod in her; for when my wiſe 
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upon her: nor was it an eaſy taſk to frame a letter 
capable of producing ſuch an effect, in a. coun- 
try where ſhe, knew not a ſace except the Du- 
cheſs, nor could make her deſires known in the 
language of the place. I repreſented to her 
that my ſtay at the army would be but hort: 
that my being in the ſuite of the Prince would 


inſure me from much danger, even ſuppoſing 
there ſhould be any war, which I did not ima- 
gine there would, for that certainly the Crimea 
would be taken poſſeſſion of without 8 ſhort 


being fired: finally, I promiſed to ſee her pre- 


- vious to my departure, and bring her to Narva, 
1 J had already ſent to take a houſe. fy tr 


The ſame courier carried a letter to the Du- 
cheſs; in a ſomewhat more military ſtyle: I 
dwelt: upon the valour of Potemkin, and his 
turn for enterprize ; I declared that, not con- 


tented with following where he would lead, I 
would endeavour to be foremoſt in the ſield of 
glory: for that I was determined to ſhew the 


Ruſſians that a Scot was neither their inſerior in 


_ ſupporting fatigue, nor encountering danger. 
The Ducheſs betrayed the confidence I had 


* 7 


the letter ſhe had receiyed From me, and even 
. :Which vas hardly enough to enable her to ſup- 


n 9 her * with that hypo- 
critical 
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etitival cant ſhe' ſo anon how to aſſume; * © 
' inveighed againſt my falſe repreſentations; and, 


and children, whom I loved with the tendereſt 


dy had ſported in the moſt unfeeling manner 
with her ſorrows, became unſupportable. I 


had taken 2 2 houſe, at Narva, diſtant between 


now ee without lofs of time, to remove 


— 12 tl. 


by way af completing her cruelty, conetuded 
by Swing! the mn mn n from 
me. e e DINTy 
The effe& of this frigtitful, cacti. 
upon the ſenſibility of a delicate woman, may . 
be caſter conceived than expreſſed,” She wrote 
a: letter to Sir James Harris, and another to 
myſelf;«in the moſt pathetic tertns that affec- 
tion could poſſibly ſuggeſt. She expreſſed the 
maſt anxious ſolicitude, leſt the impetuoſity of 
my temper ſhould- hurry me into unneceſſary 
dangers; in fine, ſhe wrote, to uſe Sir James's 
ogg) on ana but an n 
ce zorite;*” 1 8 Lets | 
It will bencadily e that the Ducheſs's 
behaviour to Mad. Porquet had not contributed 
wo raiſe. in my mind any high. veneration for 
her character; and the idea of leaving a wife 


affection, in the power of a woman, who alrea- 


had in fact dreaded ſomething. of the kind, and 


twenty and thirty miles from the Ducheſs's. 
eſtate, to ſerve as a retreat to my family; and 8 
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them thither. 1 there fore wrote to my wife to 
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conſole her as well as I was able, telling her, 


that Sir James. Harris had acquainted me with 
ſome paſſages of her letter, and deſiring her to 


prepare for her departure without giving a hint of 
it to the Ducheſs, till 1 ſhould come down. In 


the courſe of a couple of days I was ſent for to 
court to receive the diſpatches of the Emprefs 
for Potemkin; it was then evening: my orders 


were to leave Sr. Peterſburgh that night. «A ſums 


of money was paid me by the Secretary of War 
for the expences of ſo long a journey, and a 
Serjeant of the Guards (who bears the rank of 


Lieutenant in the army,) and who ſpoke the EY 
French and German languages, was ordered to 
attend me. My route to the army lying through 


Narva, and my diſpatches requiring no” haſte 


(as itWwas expected I ſhould be at Cherſon be- 


fore the Prince got there,) on taking leave of 
her Majeſty, I ſolicited permiſſion to go off my 


road to the Ducheſs's houſe for twenty-four- 


hours; this favour was benevolently granted ; 
and I went to take leave of Sir James Harris, 


and then to the hotel where my carriage and 


ſervants were, from whence I meant to have ſet 
off immediately. While my equipage was pre- 
paring, I was ptevailed on by ſome officers to 
- gamble ; at which we continued till it was an- 
- nounced to me that all was ready. VUnfortu- 


nately . 
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| hitely, however, I had not only loſt all the 
„ but all my cn; and had no 
other SN but to ſend immediately to Sit 
Harris to acquaint him with my embar= 
raſſment ; who immediately, ihaugh he was then 
in bed, diſpatched his butler to me with five 
hundred roubles. Thus reinforced, 1 inſtantly 
fo ike £ tacked eee 1. leſt there my m 
taty equipage, and went in à ſmall carriage of 
the country to the Ducheſs's ſeat. . I found my 
wife and family already in the houſe her Grace 
had given us. I then began to explain the mo- 
tives of our intended removal; I told het Grace 
that, conſidering the hazardous ſervice 1 was 
going upon, and that no military man who was 
going to the field of action could ever ſay his 
teturn was certain, I thought it neceſſury my 
wife ſhoyld have ſome eſtabliſhment to call a 
home; that though ſhe could as often and as 
as ſhe choſe' take up her abode with her 
Grace, ſtill, mould any thing happen to me, 
Narva would always, partichlarly in the event 
of the Ducheſs leaving Ruſſia, prove a retreat 
where ſhe would find friends of her own na- 
tion; whereas, in her preſent ſituation, the was 
an entire ſtranger to every one, nor had more 
than one ſervant who underſtood the language 
of the country. To this the Ducheſs replied, 
| 2 
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firſt with a flood of tears, and a complaint that 1 


was depriving her of her only companion; and 


then (finding me unmoved) with a torrent of 


abuſe that would have done credit to\ Billings- 


gate, concluded with ſaying, we might both 80 


to the d—]. 
It is neceſſary to inform my readers that, by 


the laws of Ruſſia, no perſon can travel from 


the capital without a paſſport deſcribing his 
route, which he is not at liberty to alter; in the 
country, travellers muſt have a paſs from the 
perſon whoſe eſtate they may have been upon, 
before they quit it, or no poſt-maſter dare fur- 


niſn them with horſes. On my application at 


the poſt-houſe, which was not above half a mile 
from the Ducheſs's, I was not only told that 


they durſt not ſupply me with horſes, but that they : 


had her Grace's expreſs prohibition to that ef, 


fect. I anſwered the poſt-maſter, that, I ſhould _ 
remove that difficulty by taking his or her horſes | 


by force. I inſtantly removed my family to the 


poſt- houſe. I juſt then recollected that I. had 
given the receipt I*had obtained from Madame 


de Porquet at Dantzic to the Ducheſs, without 


her Grace having returned me that which ſhe 
required of me, when ſhe entruſted the money 


to my charge. . I begun to be apprehenſive of 


her making a bad uſe of it; 1 therefore wrote 
a note to Mr. Wilkinſon her ſteward, requeſt. 


ing 
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ing my receipt. The Ducheſs ſhuffled with ex- 
cuſes, that ſhe could not come at it ; that ſhe 
would give it to my wife, and ſuch like eva- 
ſions; and inſtantly jumping into her carriage, 
drove into the woods, to prevent further appli- 
cations on my part. I ſent one of her own ſer- 
vants after her Grace to tell her, that unleſs I 
had my own receipt, or a diſcharge from her in 
one hour from that time, that I would force my 
way into her houſe, and carry off her caſte, 
which 1 would lay at the Prince's feet, and in- 
treat him to judge between us. In a few mi- 
nutes, Mr. Wilkinfon brought me the receipt 


1 demanded, and I ſet out for Narva, where I 


reſted fearcely one moment before I proceeded 
for Cherſon to join the Prince. 
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7 be author arrives at SA and A bis 44. 
. patches lo Prince Potemkin.—An expreſs arrives 


; From the Ducheſs of King fton complaining of him 
T0 the Prince, which is received and anſwered in 4 
very morlifying manner. — Some acconnt Cherſan. 

5 —The Corſes Expulſes, 4 corps of them given o 
Ide author to organize. — Aſtoniſhing atchievement 
of the Empreſs in building ſbips. Mode of launch 
ing and navigating them down the riuer Mie per. 

Admiral Mackenzie and Captain Taite.—Mili- 
: tary arrangements. e among the Pare. 


Expulſẽs. . FN ; 


I« ſpite of my delays, and the heavineſs of my 


| equipage, having with me all my baggage for 


the field; I reached Cherſon in twelve days 


from the time of my leaving St. Peterſburgh. I 


there found the Prince, who had not arrived 


many hours before me, I delivered to him the 
packet I had received from the Miniſter of War 
Count Mouſchkin Poufchkin, and the letter 


from her Majeſty, the contents of which was 


not leſs pleaſing to myſclf than the Prince, as 


the Empreſs ſpeaking of me, concluded by ſay⸗ 
ing. _ May you in battle always have a man 
” | it like 
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© like him by your ſide, and a friend like me 
ce wherever you go.” 

Next day an expreſs arrived W the Ducheſs 
fon the Prince,” with heavy complaints of my 
conduct to her, my delays upon the road, and a 
ng ſtringiof c.. This furniſhed matter of 
uſement to the Prince, who could not en- 
dure her; for ſhe, partly through her ignorance 
of the Empreſs's permiſſion for me to go out of 
my route, and partly through malice, had fo 

caricatured the ſtory, that it became the ſubje& 
of laughter to all who heard it. To add to her 
mortification, he made me not only read it to 
him, but anſwer it forthwith ; which I did in 
French to the following effect, ſometime in the“ 
month of July 1789: Madam, I had the ho- 
*« nour to receive your diſpatch from his High- 
« neſs; I had alſo the honour to read it to him; 
Dr and am, by his Highneſs's commands, | 
| « Madam, &c. &c. &.“ 
e is a town which the Empreſs built 

on the river Nieper ſeveral leagues. above its 
mouth, with the view of forming a new colony 
theres for this purpoſe ſhe iſſued, by her Mini- 
ler at Leghorn, a proclamation to the exiled 
Corſicans, by the title of Les Cor/es Expulſes: 
under which name perſons of all nations aſſem- 
bled at her rendez vous, and were tranſported by 
the way of the Dardenelles and Black Sea to 
. C 4 Cherſon, 
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enerton · Of the real Corſicans, bee 25%. 
who were all military, ſhe formed a corps, dif- 
tinguiſhed by che appellation of Royal Corſi- 8 
= = cans, which I was directed to organize. Here 
it was the Empreſs put in practice the exalteq 
1 ſcheme of building ſhips of war forgthe expedi 
8B tion on the Black Sea. They were conſt wall 
pon a river ſcarcely navigable for a ſmall ſloop, 
WL. | the wood and iron for their conſtruction brought 
. from a diſtance of 700 miles up the country, 
1 ſome of it much farther, and every gun came not 
much leſs than 1000 miles by land. The mode of 
launching and navigating theſe veſſels down to 
the ſea was curious; the Nieper, as before. ob. 
Werved, being extremely ſnallow, and not very. 
. broad; à ſort of pool was firſt foringd f in the bed 
of the riyer oppoſite to the dock, then two large 
fraſts, Which were called Camels, were placed ſo 
as to receive the veſſel as ſhe ſlid from the 
ſtocks, from which ſhe was eaſed down without 
much. rapidity ; being ſeated between the ca- 
1 melsy as in a cradle; ſhe was thus floated down 
the river paſt the Turkiſh fortreſs of Oſchacow, : 
4 and into the Black Sea. Had not I been an 
* eyc-witneſs to this ſtupendous work, I mould 


Fo hardly have ventured to have related it; it was 1 
3 truly worthy the comprehenſive mind of ſuch a 
= ſovereign; it completely formed a maritime 
5 a againſt her troubleſome neighbours the. 
IF . Turks, 
6 a 
. 2 3 
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{F ke and opened a channel for . 
territories to the Mediterranea. 
Admiral Mackenzie, whoſe name may truly 
be ſaid to have graced an eatly part of this nar 
rative, had gone round to the harbour of | Adis 
are, no called Sebaſtapole: he had there, wick 
the rapidity which diſtinguiſhed: all his mo 
ments, begun to build a houſe ſor higpſelf; 2m. 
rine barracks, hoſpital, ſtore-houſes, erect bat 
teries, and pur the harbour wo: reſpectable ſtate. 
of defence. Pc”; J „ 16d N 
A vice-admiral ene at r Cherſon with ſe-- 
veral captains, among whom was Captain now 
Admiral Laice, ho, at the time I am riting 
this, is lying with a Ruſſian fleet, which,he com- 
mands, at Yarmouth, a moſt amiable man and 
intelligent offt for whom, in common with 
all who knew ith. 1 entertained, the higheſt eſ- 
teem; an eſteem which I exhibited in my uſual 
imprudent manner, by viſiting him at à time 
when we were directed not to ga near his houſe; 
becauſe he! was ſick i ſuppoſed to be of the 
plague, which had broke out among us) a pre- 
caution uſed to prevent the ſpreading of the 
infection: but, independent of his ſocial quali- 
ties, he had another ſtrong claim on me, he ig 
Scot. For this viſit I Was ſevergly reprimanded” 
pot to approach the Prince for ſeveral days. 
77791. © | | The 
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ready in the Crimea, whither Potemkin follow- 


Cherſon aþout this time; he was then Lieute- 


of the town, between that anct the Biſhop's pa- 
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Ther now well-known Field-Marſhall EY 4 1 
row, and Ramſay Count of Balmain, were al-. . 


- 


ed, leaving me behind to organize the corps of 
Royal Corſicans, and then to join him. The 
Prince of Wirtemberg, whoſe ſiſter was mar- 
ried to the Grand Duke of Ruſſia, arrived at 


nant- General, and was left there by Potemkin 
to command the reſerve. 

My Corficans, though brave fine fellows, 
were, as is their character, quite undiſciplined ; 
and, as they were the objects of curioſity to the 
whole atmy, our manceuvtes' were interrupted 
by the numbers thus drawn together; I there- 
fore retired with them from the ground where 
the Ruſſians lay to a little ſpot on the other fide 
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lace, where I daily trained them. E 
To ſhew the turbulent diſpoſition of the Cor- : 
ficans, 1 ſhall give the following inſtance: I 
had given them permiſſion to ſell ſome old 
ſores and copper kettles which they had brought 
with them in the ſhips, and for which we had 
no uſe. About the produce of theſe articles 
they diſagreed. One evening, while I was at 
the Ruſſian camp, on a viſit to the Command- 
ing General, a letter was delivered to me from 
the officer I had left on command, which 1 in 


2 „FTC OA DS N 0 2 7 
„„ yh 3 Py 8 Eve eee 3 C 
n S yd eis 58 PE r 8 — vat * 5 5 v 7 
VVV 2 f... ß ͤ ß BE OT ; 
q MINS > + OC 13 1 ip. 8 r 1 E 0 : . 7 
. W Age n Ng: 85 Wet Shay, bh 2 . N ee I CO at 7 Ar 2 SY . 5 5 
* 5 * nnd T 3 $7 * N "SIE IEF >: 2 . — 
© WY MN HCO WS, eee eee 2 h , 
8 JJ ͤ VCC ⁰ͥÿ V ĩr ß 
N My 17-4 £ 4 6 2 


. «4 7 * N meth, 
cc // 
3 


4 — 


aſking the officer of the guard if he nne An 
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aueh read. By this I was informed chat any, . 


camp was in confuſion, and that the men were 
firing upon each other: Without ſaying one 


word to the general, I inſtantly roſe from table, 
and having previouſly requeſted a colonel of . 
fantry, whole regiment lay neareſt me, to fend 


a detachment of his men befote day-Aight to 


ſurround my camp, I galloped home as faſt as 
J was able. The night was dark; and 1 had a 


my camp, being partly guided by rhe flaſhes 
and reports of the muſkers. On my arrival 1 
inſtantly began to fire among them with my 
P and, as my voice was perfectly know 

all was preſemly quiet, and each in his tents 
I gave orders to he calkd at day- break; whet 


thing near the camp, he roh me there ert 


ſome ſmall bod ies of infantry on kite üides, 


the fourth being covered by the fiver; on 


which 1 ordered the drums to beat to arins. 


As ſoon as my men were on the parade, they 
were difarmed, and the cauſe of the quarrel en- 
quired into; when the kettles, &c. appearing 


bo be 411 they had fought about, the leaders = 
were ' ſeverely and ne pad puniſhed ? 2 1 
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char. v. 


Inprevenents to. the Kullen army by the tf ore 
| Remarks on military uniforms. —Ruſſian peaſants. 
 — Remarks on the proper uſe of the bayonet in 
/ exerciſe, A refulation of an anonymans libeller. 
r author having. compleated the organization, 
: of the Corficans, /ets off 10 the army in the Cri- 
mea. His flattering reception. -Charafter of the 
. commanders, Potemkin and Suwarrow.—Rufſian 
ny their er and erg. 
11 „ e 


Dos! RING my firſt 3 with: Sands 


at Peterſburgh, he had aſked my opinion of the 


Ruſſian army ; and 1 frankly told him that im- 


provements might be wade, in both Ne ae 


and mane@uvres. 
The Ruſſian ee conſiſted of 2 reac 


| cont. lined and faced with red, very tight, and 
ſo long that it incommoded the wearer, by. 


beating on the calves of his legs; the breeches, 
which were alſo tight, did but barely cover the 
knee- joint; and as the Ruſſian ſoldiers, both 


cavalry and infantry wear boots, though of a 


different form, a vacancy between the knee- 
welr of the breeches and the boots became una- 
voidablt; the hat was very ſmall, and unfit for 
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a covering in a cold country; on which account 
the ſdldiers added a piece of flannel on each 
fide to cover the ears, and guard againſt the ſe- 
verity of the weather. This cloathing being ve- 
ry inconvenient, to ſhew the Prince my ideas 
on the ſubject, I had dreſſes made for myſelf 
and a private, of the uniform which is ſtill re- 
* tained, without any material alteration; and 
which was allowed to be at once elegant, con- 
venient, and well adapted to the ſeverities of 
the climate. I muſt here remark, that elegance 
" ſhould always, in ſome degree, be conſulted in 
the formation of a military uniform; for if we 
wiſh the foldier to keep up that nicety of app 
pearance which is ſo becoming in military men, 
we muſt make him proud of his own figure. 
In Ruſſia this was more than any where neceſſa- 
ry, for the peaſantry, ( who ſupply the recruits 
for the army), are the moſt ſlovenly of mortals; 
their *outſide dreſs being made of ſheep-ſkin, 
which they wear with the woolly ſide inwards, 
- unleſs here and there, in the vicinity of noble- 
men's ſeats, ſome have them of coarſe cloth : 
yet ſuch is the effect of making men pleaſed 
with themſelves, that at preſent the Ruſſian ar- 
my may vie with any im the world, for appear- 
| ance and ſubordination. The Prince, thinking 
to improvdupon rhe, put in ofders, (without my 
knowledge) that the hair of the ſoldiers ſhould 
wy” | be” 
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be cropped, and that the bayonet ſhould only 
be fixed when they were about to charge the 


enemy. As I was the acknowledged author of 


the alteration in the uniform, theſe novelties 
were likewiſe attributed to me, and I was hearti- 
ly abuſed for all. The cropping of ſoldiers” 
hair, (unleſs occaſionally for a partiſan's corps) 
I always diſapproved, as by giving an opening 
to negligence, it ſerves to introduce ſlovenli- 
neſs; and whoever will reflect for a ſingle mo- 


ment on the different poiſe of a muſket with 


and without the bayonet fixed, as Well as on 
the abſolute neceſſity of learning to load and 
fire with fixed bayonets, will, I truſt, ſuppoſe 
me incapable of proceeding on ſo erroneous # 
principle ; and will, with me, think that the 


muſquet and bayonet ſhould be inſeparable. 
Accordingly, in a few days, the crops were 


fupplied with falſe tails; but I had ſome diffi- 
culty to prevail upon the Prince to reinſtate the 


bayonet in its proper place. 


I did not, till this moment, know Sit the 
author of the Life of the Empreſs Catherine II. 


(publiſhed by Longman of Pater-noſter Row, 
and Debrett of Piccadilly) has thought proper 
to ſay of me (vol. iii. p. 20. 2d edit.) reſpecting 
my ſituation with Prince Potemkin and the Du- 


cheſs of Kingſton: „ h 
© By his advice the Prince dude ſeveral 
« new 
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* new regulations into the army, both in regard 


* to dreſs and manœuvres; and had it not been 


te for ſome manceuvres of another nature, fuch as 
« writing to the Ducheſs of Kingſton, that he 
« would come by night with ſome ſoldiers, and 


« break into her houſe, unleſs ſhe ſent him a 


s certain ſum of money, &c. there is not a 
* doubt but he would ſoon have been raiſed to 
s the rank of a general officer, or appointed 


% conſul at whatever place he choſe.— He 
goes on to ſay, that, After his diſmiſſion from 
„ the confidence of Prince Potemkin, on his 


„ way to England, Major Semple laid the mer 
* chants of Peterſburgh, Narva, Riga, &c. un- 
« der contribution by a variety of impoſtures.“ 

It is the eternal fate of falſhood to contradict 
itſelf: and though I have given in the preced- 


ing pages an account of my affair with the Du- 


cheſs of Kingſton, which I challenge earth or 
hell to contradict, ſtill, as this worthleſs ſcrib< 


bler, who would tremble at my very ſhadow, - 


may gain credit with ſome, I will, in one mo- 
ment, point out his abſurdities. Had I dared 


to have threatened the Ducheſs of Kingſton, as 
he has aſſerted, -a well-founded complaint (to 


which my own letter muſt have given an irre- 
ſiſtible weight,) would have procyred me a ba- 


niſhment for life to Siberia ; -beſides, this quar- 
rel * before I * the Prince at Cher- 


fon ; 
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ſon: and was it, I will aſk, probable, that he would 


have received me into his favour,- intruſted me 
with the organizing of a new corps, and after- 
wards treated me as will appear hereafter, had I 
been ſtained with robbery? As to my frauds 
on the merchants, while I was in favour, they 


might have been poſſible ; but, for a man diſgra- 


ced, they would have been an utter impoſſibility. 
Beſides, I did not paſs through, or near Riga; 
for I went from Petersburgh to Narva, where J 


embarked, and went down the Eaſt Sea to Co- 


penhagen. . 


Such peſtilent libellers are unfit to be ſuffered . 


in the world. Such have been my ruin; and 
the author of the above, who, I am informed, 
is a prieſt, certainly affords a. ſhocking proof 


of that depravity which perhaps may, if ever 1 


live to meet him, render his gown but an 
inſecure protection. If he has any honour, let 
him contradi his unfounded aſſertions: but 


. why ſhould I aſk him? Had he any honour, .he 


would not have wrote it. One good, however, 
reſults from his ſcurrility: I am enabled by 


thefe anecdotes of myſelf, to judge of the au- 


thenticity of thoſe parts of his hiſtory, which I 
have not yet had time to look at. 


9 


Having trained and diſciplined my Corſicans, - | 


I proceeded to the army, and joined the Prince 


on the heights above the town of Karaſu-baſar, 
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in the Crimea; where my pride was not a little | 
flattered by ſeeing the uniform of which I had | f 
given the model worn by an immenſe army, | 
and my manceuvres adopted and applauded. 1 
I was then about twenty-five, and with my # 
natural vanity, this diſtinction almoſt turned 
my brain, as it perhaps might have done to 
men much older and wiſer then myſelf; and if 
I had no very great ſhare of prudence in pecu- 
niary matters before, this . me quite re- 
gardleſs of them. 

I was now at the Prince's right-hand day and 
night; he loaded me with honours, and I left 
nothing in the line of duty undone to deſerve 
them. Potemkin was juſtly placed among the 
firſt characters of this or any other age; brave, 

5 open, rough, and impetuous, he was firſt in 
. every exploit of danger; ſudden in his manœu- 

es, his plans were conceived and executed 
with unparalleled rapidity ; in the field he knew 
no character but a ſoldier, nor could age or 
rank plead with him any excuſe for relaxation 
from the rules of duty. | 

Suwarrow was with us, already acting a 
diſtinguiſhed part. Bold and impetuous as 
his commander, he was indefatigable in duty, 
and ſeemed to aſpire, by copying ſo. great a 
maſter, at that rivalſhip of. glory to which he 
has now arrived. 


— 


* 


. » 0 — C rr , c 
: 


r EC OE IE. * 2 


8 


. 5 1 
> 
2 We. - 4 a * 1 Al . 
2 — eee eee Be eee N WONG 8 FRY a 2 3 9 
: ; PPP r 


PFF ˙¹ A ͤ—wNf̃ HIRE ¶ͤò',;ñ, ̃/ũÜ0Duůů 


_ —— — 3 Foes 


D | The 


| F Gamers anc, aun ads bh W | e Bhi Oe 25 ; 
| 5 * 

| | A | | ; a * 
1 34 THE LIFE OF 5 
1 The Ruſſian ſoldiers ſcem fitted by nature 

1 for war; their hardineſs is unparalleled, as 

1 eaſily may be imagined from the manner in 

1 


which they live. Their magazines are not as 
with other armies, depoſited with even a finical . , 
care; their proviſion, which is rye meal, is. 
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4 piled up like pyramids in bags in the open 
1 air, where, by alternate expoſure to rain and 
14 ſcorching ſun, I have ſeen it ſo baked toge- ; 
= ther that it was obliged ta be hewed out with 5 
} axes. The raw meal is ſerved out to the com- 
6 panies; and where they have no wood, (as was 5 
| the caſe with us while in the environs of Cher- 4 
| | | ſan where no wood grows, (and the chips of 3 
14 the dock-yard hardly ſupplied the hoſpital | 
| and General Officers,) they collect weeds and = 
þ the dung of the cattle, with which they het 


it as well as they are able, and eat it half raw. 


* They are not leſs hardy in their tents than 
f in their eating; ſtraw or blankets are never 
| thought of by a Ruſſian ſoldier : his cloak * + 
| ſerves him at once for bed and for covering ; 
P and wrapped up in this, he lies down con- 
4 tented on the bare cold ground. As an inſtance 


of their contempt for theſe luxuries, I had en- 
truſted a ſoldier with the eare of a confiderable 
number of valuable articles, at a time when I 
was at a diſtance from the Prince. I had got 

a a trench dug in the earth to ſerve as my cellar ; 
| and 


* 
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and over it a tent was erected, partly to ſerve 


as a ſtorehouſe, and partly as an habitation 


for the faithful veteran who was to guard my 
ſtores. Willing to make him in love with 
his duty, I had got raiſed for him a wooden 


bench, with a mattraſs to ſleep on, which in- 


deed, though a moſt vile one, coſt me no ſmall 
trouble to procure; but bad as it was, I con- 


cluded that he would eſteem it a luxury. 1 


was however miſtaken; for about a week after, 
going to look at my waggons, &c. I ſaw a 


mattrafs laying like a piece of lumber. En- 


quiring how it came there, I was informed, 
that it belonged to the ſoldier I had placed on 
my cellar, whom EF inſtantly ſent for. Upon 


aſking him how he came to throw away his 


mattraſs, he cooly faid, that it was not fit for 
a foldicr, and that he could not fleep upon it. 
I then went to ſee what he had ſubſtituted 


for this deſpiſed couch, and found à hard 


common ftraw mat of his own twiſting. - , 
Such is the real character of a Ruſſian fol- 
dier, and to the portrait I can only add, that 
their fidelity is equal to their other qualifi- 
cations, for deſertions are hardfy known among 
them: they are in ſhort formed by nature and 


education for rhe trade of war: for while they 


acquire hardineſs by their uſual mode of living, 
their minds are not eftranged from the paths 
2 = of 
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of obedience by thoſe ſmatterings of knowledge 
which only ſerve to lead to inſubordination 


and mutiny. 


Ar. VI. 


Mr. Fitzherbert, now Lord St. Helens, arrives at 
St. Peterſburgh.—The author ſent from Karazu- 
: bazar to Adliare, where he again meets Admiral 

Mackenzie. —Vi iſits a curious old building there. 

Mackenzie and be receive preſents from fame 
. of the Tartar Chiefs. — Returns to head-quarters, 
and has a narrow eſcape. —Potemkin retires to 
Krementchuck on account of his health.—The ar- 
rival of a Circaſſian Prince there as boſtage. 
Plain where the battle of Pultowa was fought. 
Splendour of the Viceroy of Moſcow. —Anec= 
dotes. of Potemkin, the Empreſs Catharine, and 

. other remarkable perſons, —The author prepares 
to leave Ruſſia; quits the Ruſſian firs and. 
ſails or gs. 


As it is my intention 1 to publiſh a 
hiſtory of my campaigns, I ſhall hear ſay 
very little on that ſubject. Some time in; 
Auguſt 1783, we learnt at the army that 


Mr. F * (now Lord St. Helens,) had 


arrived 
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arrived at St. Peterſburgh to replace Sir James 


Harris. The Prince was moſt particularly cu- 
rious t6 know his character, and I had many 
converſations with him on the ſubject ; for Sir 


James had been among the moſt peculiar friends. 


and intimates of Potemkin. No ceremony, no 
dreſs, no etiquette was obſerved, however much 
the Prince might be engaged. Sir James in 
his pelice and cap always found immediate 
acceſs, even though other foreign miniſters had 


been ſome time in the anti-chamber, and per- 


haps after all could not obtain an audience. 

From Karazu-bazar, I was ſent on military 
buſineſs to Actiare, where I met my old friend 
Admiral Mackenzie, with his little fleet. His 
fortifications and other works were in great 
forwardneſs, and every thing bore the aſpect 
of improvement. We went to viſit an antient 
building, called, I think, the antient Cherſo- 
neſe, which is near Actiare, and lays in a cove 
almoſt inacceſſible. We in vain endeavoured 


to reach it by ſea, the rocks were ſo perpendi- 


cular that they defied our attempts, and with 
much difficulty we ſcrambled over the top of 


them from the land* fide. The building, if it 


can be ſo called, is compleat, and is almoſt i in- 


tirely cut out of the rock; but it is uninhabited, 
except by one man; and whether he lives there 
From motives of religion, or of concealment, I 
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cannot may. The few remaining natives however 
ſhewed him much reſpect, and ſupplied him 
with all neceſſaries; and Admiral Mackenzie 
gave ſtrict orders that he ban nat be mo- 
leſted. X 
While I was at Actiare, 8 and my- 
ſelf received the compliments of ſome of the 
Fartar Chiefs of that country, together with 
a preſent of each a horſe. Mine was very richly 
capariſoned indeed, but his was almoſt covered 
with filver. The ſaddle was of purple clat, 
all ſtudded over with ſilver nails, and has "# 
each fide depended a huge ſtirrup of the ſame 9 
metal, made, as is the faſhion of the country, | 
the ſize and ſhape of the ſole of the foot; nor 
1 | were the crupper and bridle left without their 
" 2 due ſhare of arnaments, which at every ſtep 
| | made almoſt as much noiſe as the fore-horſe - 
of an Engliſh waggoner's team. Mackenzie A 
eyed the gawdy beaſt with much pleaſure, and 
in the preſence of the whole company jogged 
my elbow, and, poiſing a ſtirrup in his hand, 
faid, © Take you the horſe, I will have the 
e ſtirrups, by Gd; each of them will make 
* a pair of gandleſtic ks: had he ſaid two pair, 
1 do not think his calculation worn have been 
extravagant. 6 
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; I had been taken ill at Actiare with a ſort 
of ague, which prevailed in the army, and on 


my 
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MAJOR SEMPLE LISLE: . 8 * 
my return to Karazu-baſar, my diſorder was 
very much increaſed ; however, as I found the 
Prince juſt changing his poſition, great part 
of the army, and moſt of my own baggage al- 
ready gone, I determined not to be left behind. 
Being too ill to mount my horſe; I got a bed 
put into one of thoſe carriages which are com- 
monly uſed there, and ordered horſes. I could 
get none but thoſe of the irregular Coſſacs, which 
were totally wild, and had hardly ever ſeen, much *+ 
leſs drawn, a carriage before. My harneſs was 
of rope, ſuch as I could pick up, and I was to 
be driven by a fellow equally unuſed to his 

| buſineſs. My curious equipage had nearly made 

me violate a general order, by which we were 
forbidden to enter any. houſe or town on account 

of the plague; for being laid in my bed with my 

valet, (an honeſt faithful Wirtemburgher, whom {| 
I had from the prince of that name, then along | 
with us,) our cattle ſet off at a moſt furious | 

rate. For ſome time they galloped along the 
precipice that almoſt overhangs the town of. 
Karazu-bazar, till at length the carriage over- 

turned, and we all tumbled down the ſteep; 
and had we gone a little further, ſhould have 
fairly tumbled into the town. Of three horſes 
which drew the carriage, two were killed on 

the ſpot, and my poor valet de chambre broke | 
his arm; I eſcaped by being fairly turned out | : 
D 4 with | 
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with my bed into a buſh; my Ruſſian driver, who 
had received no hurt, comforted me, as he would 
have done, had we all broken our necks, with 
Nebos ! Nebos.! *tis nothing! *tis nothing! The 
Coſſacs galloped on without taking the leaſt 
notice, and ſuppoſing we muſt be all infallibly 
killed, cooly informed the ofhcers at head- 
quarters, that the Engliſh Adjutant with his 
Kebeetky had fallen down the precipice. This 
news reached the Prince's ears, and an officer 


with one of his Highneſs carriages was fent to 


my aſſiſtance. I met the officer upon the road 
for, reſolved to ſhew the Ruſſians that I was as 


indifferent to accidents as themſelves, I lay 


quietly in the buſh till a new carriage could 
be procured, and then remaunting with my 
unfortunate valet, I reſumed my journey with 
all the /ang Fo:id I could muſter. ; 


In the eng of the winter of 1783 the Prince, 


whoſe fatigues had. much exhauſted him, retired 


from the. Crimea to Krementchuck, to recruit 


his ſtrength. In the mean time, Prince Alex. 


Potemkin, who had been ſent againſt the Circaſ- 


ſians, forced them to conclude a peace. They 
had, together with ather petty ſtates, been 
waging a pilfering war againſt Ruſſia ; but were 
now compelled to ſend the young Prince, ſon 
to the reigning Prince, to Potemkin as a hoſt- 
age. He was accordingly put under the care 
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of an officer of dragoons, and conducted to- 
wards Krementchuck, near which place I was 
appointed to receive him. On meeting him, 
then a boy, ſeven or eight years old, I informed 
him, through the medium of the interpreter, 
that the Prince- General, though much indiſ- 
poſed, and even confined to bed, meant to ſee 
him on his arrival; adding ſuch other blandiſh- 
ments as were likely to ſoothe his mind. As | 
we approached his Highneſs's quarters, which | 
I pointed out to him, this young Circaſſian TS 
| ſeemed quite diſtreſſed» at the noiſe of the bell, 1 
worn by the ſhaft-horſe of his carriage; and ; 
which is the diſtinguiſhing mark of an officer 
and the Imperial poſt. The amiable boy had 
no ſervant near him, and was too mild to aſk 
ſuch a thing of me; he therefore requeſted, by 
the interpreter, that I would allow him to 
alight and take off the bell, leaſt it might diſ- 
turb the Prince who was ſick. Immediately on 
my arrival I related this puerile anecdote to the 
Re, Commander, who inſtantly received the young 
Tartar into his favour; and continued to ſhew 
him every mark of regard and attention. 
| We remained at Krementchuck ſome time in 
- Cantonments; when the affairs of the Crimes 
being ſettled, Potemkin returned to the capital, 
As I wiſhed to viſit ſome parts of the country, 


1 


$47 
* 
: 
BT, 
— 
4 . 
7 
5 
"IX 
3 
8 Bs 
- 
N 
* 
Ah 
7 . 
4 
WER. * 
| EY 
3 
Nr 
7 


* 


.* 
rn 


„„ 


1 - 2 * 
„ 7 
1 as [IIS 
_ mT” O_o I ar 


r 


ſpeaking one word. 
On my arrival at Moſcow, 1 paid my reſpeſts | 
to Count Chernecheff, the Viceroy, who lived 
in a ſtyle of incredible magnificence. I had the 
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he gave me leave to proceed as I pleaſed. In 


my progreſs I again paſſed through Pultowa ; 


and being more at leiſure than when I came to 


the army, I viſited with increaſed intereſt and 


attention the plain where the famous battle was 
fought between the Czar Peter the Great and 


Charles of Sweden. The mound ſtill remains 


that was byilt with the bodies of the ſlain. On 
being dug into, it exhibits an awful melange of 


ſkeletons of 'men and horſes, with the iron-heels 


of boots, ruſty ſpurs, and broken weapons. 
Here it was that Charles XII. diſmounted to 

charge a body of Ruſſians, at the head of his 

ewn regiment of infantry. His orders were 


not to fire till he ſhould command them; how- 
ever, on approaching the enemy, they fired: 


but, though ſucceſsful, the Swediſh hero was 
ſo. mortified at their diſobedience, that he 
mounted his horſe, and rode away without 


honour of dining with him the day after my 
arrival. About a hundred gueſts ſat down-to 
table, behind each of whom ſtaod one of the 
Count's own ſervants, in very ſplendid liveries ; 
he himſelf was ſurrounded by a hoſt of upper 

ſervants, 
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occupied led through a ſuite of large rooms. 
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ſervants, dreſſed in the moſt ſuperb manner: 
indeed, beſide a body guard, he kept no leſs 
than three hundred domeſtics. 

At Moſcow I met ſeveral cart-loads of Eng- 


liſh midſhipmen; who being thrown out of 


employ by the concluſion of the American war, 
had entered into the Ruſſian ſervice. They 
were under the care of a ſerjeant and two ma- 
rines, and were going to join Admiral Macken- 
zie on the Black Sea. 
After having ſpent a few days at Moſcow, I 

continued my route to St. Peterſburgh ; and, 
having taken up my family at Narva, I reached 


the capital about the beginning of the ſum- 


mer 1784. 

As it may probably intereſt my readers to 
learn a few authentic particulars of the great 
Potemkin, I ſhall here pfeſent them with ſome 
which are not known to the common herd of, 


ſcribbling travellers, but my ſituation in his 
ſuite enabled me to collect. 


His levee commenced Ibour eight in the 
morning; at which time a little ſhabby anti- 
chamber, and a billiard room adjoining, were 
crowded with general-officers. Theſe apart- 
ments, with a bed-room, were all he uſually 
inhabited, though he had ſeveral magnificent 
ones in the ſame houſe: the way to thoſe he 
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The firſt enquiry;made by thoſe who appeared | ; 
4 


in the anti- chamber was, © In what humour is the 
Prince?“ Ifit was haves he was out of temper, if i 
was not unuſual for many of the viſitors to de- 9 
part immediately, well knowing that no good was 1 
to be done that day. Prince Serge Galitzin, 
who married one of the Prince's nieces, had 
the greateſt, influence; for his great livelineſs, 
added to the high favour in which he ſtood, 
and which enabled him, like Sir James Harris, 


ſeldom failed to cure the gloom of Potemkin. f 
Nor was the drefs of this renowned comma 
der on theſe occaſions leſs extraordinary than 1 
his apartments. It conſiſted of a looſe robe de > 
chambre, which in winter he wore of velvet, and 
in fummer of filtk or chintz, flowing round 
him; his neck and Breaſt were bare; and his _ 
Milk ſtockings hung about his heels. No High- CU 
lander had a mote cordial hatred to a pair of © 
breeches; theſe he never wore but when he dreff- 
ed. His hair flowed about his head in a moſt diſ- 
orderly ſtate; and in this naked flovenly trim he 
would fit down to table with all the princes or 
general officers of Ruſſia. 
His behaviour at table was as far removed 
from the common road of life as his dreſs ; 
fometimes he would fit ſullenly without ſaying . 
2 word; and this was not without its due effect 
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on the. countenance and appetites of his gueſts: 
at others he was all gaiety, and kept the table 
in a roar, ſo that nobody could eat for laugh- 


ing; and I have ſeen him more than once; after 


cating a few morſels, ſuddenly ſtart up, as if 
ſome important idea had ſtruck him and go 
into his bed-room. This was the ſignal for 
riſing from table, for no one would it when he 
he was up; and the gueſts were expected to fol- 
low the Prince to take coffee: very often, in- 


deed, when he retired with a louring aſpect, 


many of his viſitors had not courage to follow, 
but took coffee in the anti-chamber ; his fa- 
vourites, however, never failed to ſtick: cloſe to 
him. ; | 

He was paſſionately fond of mimicry, and 
was himſelf a tolerable mimic. He actually 
raiſed a genius of this kind tom Lieutenant to 
Lieutenant- Colonel for no ether merit. This 
man was conſtantly kept attending in the anti- 
chambers; and was occaſibhally called upon to 
divert his patron by taking of, as the phraſe is, 


all his acquaintance. I alone eſcaped; for ha- 


ving plainly told the filly buffoon, that if he 
preſumed to take any liberties with me, I would 
chaſtiſe him, he prudently abſtained, even 
though the Prince, (who had heard of my me- 
naces, and wiſhed to get him into a ſcrape,) 
often deſired him. 


3 


He 
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He had an extraordinary and whimſtcal man- 
ner of puniſhing his aides de camp, when they 
exhibired any thing unmilitary in their drefs . 
and behaviour. Inſtead of verbal reproof, he 
ufed to ſend them long diſagreeable journeys; 
and would take care they ſhould ſer off when 
leaſt prepared. As an inſtance, a young gen- 
tleman who had lately been appointed, and who + 
had no other recommendation than his being 
protected, appeared at dinner dreſſed in all the 
frivolity of a coxcomb : Potemkin looked at 
him with a louring obliquity of countenance, 
and ordered his ſecretary to prepare fome dif. 
patches. When thefe were ready, and before 
dinner was ended, the young beau was called 
for, and commanded inftantly to ſtep into a 
carriage that was waiting to carry them to the 

* Viceroy of Moſcow: There was no refuſing or 
heſitating; and without even the neceffary 

cloathing for the feafon, he had feven Hundred 
verftes, (five hundre@! Engliſh miles) to traver in 
the dead of winter. * 

After the Prince's return from 435 Crimen; 
the firſt of the nobility gave him entertain- - 
ments, in which invitation, his ſuite was always 

fuppoſed to be included. The Duchefs of 
Kingſton, willing to immitate thoſe of the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed rank, and wiſhing at the fame time 
to affront me, ſent an invitation to Potemkin: 


buy 
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ſhe ſent letters of invitation to every indivi- 
dual officer except myſelf. 

The Prince, who hated her, was reſol ved to 
take the ſame opportunity to mortify her thar 
ſhe had deſtined to gratify her malie to me; 
ſo contriving that I. ſnould be on his duty that 


day, he told me he would give me my revenge, 
for I ſhould not only go with him, but I ſhould 


ſit next her at table. 

Being on duty, I was obliged to attend him 
every where; ind accordingly attended him to 
the Duchefs's, where 1, 55 the reſt, proceeded 
to pay our compliments fo her Grace. My bro- 
therofficers ſhe received with polirenefs, but when 
I approached to make my bow, ſhe turned 


aſide from me. When we wellt to be ſeated at 
table, the Prince, under prete 


to me on buſinefs, kept me near him, and ſo 
arranged, that he ſeated me at the Ducheſs's 
elbow. It would be difficult to depi& the 
manner in which ſhe fate fretting and fuming 
all the time of dinner; however I was ſeated, 
and ſhe could not move; ſhe had therefore 
nothing to do but conceal her anger, and that, 
to a woman of her violence, was no eaſy taſk. 
Though Potemkin had long ceaſed to be the 


lover of the Imperial Catherine, he ſtill con- 
tinued to govern; and though he was no longer 
5 an 


but inſtead of ſaying nothing about his ſuite, 


ence of ſpeaking 
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an inhabitant of the palace, his houſe bad 4 
private communication with the Empreſs's a- 
partments. Potemkin had ſucceeded Orloff in 
her affections; and Lanfkoi, who had been a 
Chevalier Garde, with the intervention of a few 
ſhort lived favourites, ſucceeded Potemkin. It 
would however be an endleſs taſk to enume- 
rate all the lovers, who ſucceſſively occupied 
the favourite's apartments. Theſe conſiſt of 
a ſuite of rooms on the entre ſol, very magni- 
ficent, in which the Favourite (for ſo he is always 
called,) is little better than a ſtate priſoner, 
as he cannot mix in ſociety, and all his mo- 
tions are cloſely watched. 

Such was the aſcendancy of Potemkin, that. 
I have ſeen him tear an order ſigned by the 
Empreſs, and which only wanted his ſignature, 
becauſe it had not been obtained by his means. 
The Empreſs frequently viſited him in his own” 
apartments, at which time we, (the officers of 
his ſuite), were ordered to attend in the anti- 
chambers; ſome times ſhe came unawares, and 
then all fled helter-ſkelter, and, without wee 
orders, repaired to our poſts. 


A 


Beſides the houſe where he uſually tens: he 
had ſeveral rich palaces i in the town, to which. 
he occaſionally went, and where he kept ſer- 
vants ; he had alſo ſome ſplendid apartments 
in the houſe I have juſt deſcribed, but theſe he 

ſeldom 
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ſeldom uſed unleſs by chance in an evening, 
when he meant to receive viſits in ſome ſort 
of form, but ſtill /axs culloties. | 
Notwithſtanding he treated officers in general 
very roughly, I always experienced politeneſs 
from him, nor was he even offended with me 
when I out- manœuvred him, which I once did 
a8 follows. . 4 
A Colonel. who wiſhed to have his regiment 
removed from the place where it was, to an- 
other province, apMicd to the Prince for an 
order, the Prince who. had no favourable opi- 
nion of the Colonel, felt no wiſh to oblige him; 
: nevertheleſs he told him to direct the ſecretaries 
: in the office to make out the order; this was ac- 
cordingly done, and, in the routine of buſineſs, 
preſented with a maſs of other papers to the 
Prince for his ſignature, which his Highneſs 
however evaded, an# continued to do ſo for 
ſeyeral months together, till at length it begun 
to look ſomewhat dirty ag 1 was eaſily diſfin- 
guiſned. . 

When papers of this nature were 15 
before the Prince, it was cuſtomary with the 
officers to arrange them in ſuch manner as they 
thought fit; and as the Colonel had applied to 
me, I endeavoured to place it uppermoſt; but 
the Prince continually diſappointed me, by 
e the ren together like a pack of cards, * 
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and whenever he came to this, he always threw ir 
aſide unſigned. 

Anxious to ſerve the gentleman who bad fo 
long waited for it, ,I procured it to be new 
drawn out and ſomewhat altered in form; when 
placing it near the top, I preſented the whole 
together. The Prince ſhuffled them as uſual, 
but not expecting to ſee his old friend with a 
new face, and it happening to fall into his hands, 
he ſigned ,it without diſcgvering what he had 
done; nor was he 2 when I told him 
(which I did ſome time after) how he had been. 


tricked. „ 


I was likewiſe treated with much diſtinction 
by the Empreſs, from whom I received many 


preſents; one in particular I mention, not from 


its value, but becauſe it does away every idea of 
my having left Ruſſia in qiſgrae z ſhe gave me, 
for ſome little ſervices I had rendered, a preſent 
of 560 ducats of Holland in ſpecie, a very few 


days before my departure. The court of the 


Empreſs was very ſplendid, but ſhe was herſelf 
a wonder of regularity and exertion. Every morn- 
ing at five her Secretary [Beſborodko) attended 
her, at ſix the intendant general of police and 
others had their audience and received their 
orders: She dined preciſely at twelve, and every 
evening at nine there was a ſupper for the patty 


at court. The Empreſs amuſed herſelf with 
walking 


| 
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walking about, till ſhe ſaw the gueſts ſeated, and 
then retired without ſaying a word or being ob- 


ſerved by the company. 
The great encouragement I had hitherto re- 


ceived, had naturally eneouraged in to ſplendid 


living ; few can bear the idea of fetrenching, 
and 1 am unfortunately not one of that ſelF-Re- 
nying- claſs, While I had the . Ducheſs of 
K ingſton's houſe, c ſaved me mueh money, but 
now, though I myſelf had d lodging-and table at 
the Prinee's,*T was obliged to provide quarters 
for my family at an enormous expence, for 
houſes are not eaſily to be hired at St. Peterſ- 


burgh. Beſides, the day of active ſervice was 


over, and the Prince, *thaugh he treated 
me with much politeneſs, did not find me the 
indiſpenſible officer I once was; I therefore ob- 
tained leave to retire to Narva, and ſoon after 
from the ſervice. 3h 

I immediately ſailed from N arva to copen- 


hagen, furniſhed with letters of recommenda- 


tion for Pruſſia from ſeveral of the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed characters at the Ruſſian court; ; parti- 


eularly from the Count de Goertz, miniſter from 


Berlin, to his brother, then Major-General of 
cavalry and Wan General to Frederic 
the Great. 
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E he. bor arrives at ane at after the! re- 
volution tbere.— Anecdotes of the King of Den- 
mark, —Goes to Pruſſia. —Ceremony ofentering. Pol 
dam. Frederic the Great's mode of receiving re- 
: ports.—Waits on Comte de Goertz, —Etiqnette of 
| preſentation to the King. Meets | ſeveral: Ain. 
0 guiſhed characters. be Hereditary Prince saatu. 
 . ments. deſcribed, —Receiues permiſſion from be 
King lo altend his maneuvres.-—Preſented to the , 
Queen, at the palace of Shien Hanſen, "near Ber. 
lin. Accompanys the Prince on fome private ex- wa 
 peditiqns.—l1s ordered to leave Poiſdam. he | 
order revoked next day.— Deſcription of Potſdam. 
 —Deſcriptions and anecdotes of Frederic the Great. 
Excellence 10 the 3 jan en AT; 
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1 ARRIVED at Copenhagen i in September 1784, 

and was received in a very flattering manner by 
ſeveral,perſons of diſtinction; here I met thar 

08 worthy and exalted character, Hugh Elliot, 
4 Eſq. the Britiſh Miniſter at the court of Den- 
5 


mark. To this gentleman's friendſhip I have 
5 the higheſt obligations; his praiſes I need not 
write, they are in the mouths of all who knew 
Pro | him; but I ſhould be even more loſt to honour 
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and gratitude than calumny has dared to repre- 


ſent me, did I not here in the moſt public man- 
ner return him my moſt ſincere thanks for the 


almoſt inhumerable favours. he has done me, 


though I will not pain his generous mind by a 


recapitulation of them. 
The little revolution of Denmark, if indeed 


it merits that name, had juſt taken place, and 


the Queen-Mother, to whole tyranny the late 


Queen owed her misfortunes, had been baniſh- 
ed to an eſtate ſome miles from Copenhagen. 
Affairs had been placed in the hands of the cele- 
brated Bernſdorff, and a law was paſſed (on ac- 


count of the King's. weakneſs, which had indu- 
ced him to give his ſignature to any thing laid 


before him) that no edict ſhould be valid unleſs 
counterſigned by the Prince Royal. 
The King whoſe derangement had rather re- 


duced him to the ſtate of boyhood than deprived 


him of reaſon, did not much reliſh this arrange- 


ment, though he knew it would be in vain to 


make complaints, He however contriped to 
ſhew his diſſatisfaction; for one evening having a 
humber of papers to ſign, he defixed they might 
be left till morning, when they ſhould be ready. 
In the morning the Miniſter- went to receive 


them, but to his great ſurprize, he found the , 


King had ſoinewhat exceeded his promiſe; the 
papers were indeed ſigned, but his Majeſty had 
Eg „ 
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made an addition to his name, and ſigned them 


Chriſtian and Compatty. A thouſand droll anec- 
dotes might be related of this monarch, but ] 


cannot conſent to raiſe a laugh at the expenſe of 


fallen worth and greatneſs. 

Having paſſed ſome time at Copenhagen, and 
the time of the King of Pruſſia's evolutions being 
at hand, I ſer off for Berlin. I croffed the Belt, 


. and went through Pomerania to Patſdam, the 
- reſidence of Frederic the Great. 


Knowing the cuſtomary mode of preſentatian 


ai the diſcipline practiſed here, I was not ſur- 


priſed at the ſtrictneſs with which I was ex- 


amined at the gate of the garriſon; Every ſtrqn- 
ger is aſked his name, his age, to whom recom; 


mended, his buſineſs in the garriſon, and ſeyeral 
other queſtions of the ſame nature. On being 
aſked * What are you? Ianſwered “A Scots 


Highlander.“ Whence came you?” *© From | 


the Black Sea.” What is your rank???“ Ma- 


jor of the Ruſſian Army and Aid-du-camp to 
Potemkin.“ * What is your buſineſs here p2 


To compleat my education as a ſoldier under 


the firſt maſter in the world, your King.” * Have 


you any letters for the King?“ © No; but I 
have for ſeveral officers, particularly Count de | 
Goertz, his Majeſty” s Aid-du-Camp General.” 


* What inn do you go to?“ Having anſwered 
5 theſe 33 I was ſuffered to proceed. 
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The accounts given by all ſtrangers are laid 
before the King; and are, if there is any thing 
extraordinary in the report or perſon, noticed 
by his Majeſty. The old warlike monarch uſed 

* to receive reports in the moſt perfect military 
ſtyle; for however engaged in ſtudy or buſineſs, 
his paraphernalia of ſword, cane, hat, and gloves, 
always lay ſo that he could reach them iff a 
moment. A fingle page waited in the anti- 
chamber; and when any reports were brought, 
announced them to the King, who putting on 
his hat, cane, and gloves, and ſticking his 
ſword by his fide, made a military hobble, (ſor 
age at that time prevented him from raiſing his 
baots,) into the anti-chamber., Here the great 
Frederic, with all martial ferm, ſtood with his 
hat i in his hand till the officer had made his re- 
port; and then facing about, he retreated in the 
ſame manner he had before advanced. 1 

As ſoon as I had dreſſed myſelf, which in 
compliment to the King, I did in. the Pruſſian 
ſtyle, with boots half way up my thigh, and a 
gueue down to my rump, I waited on thoſe to 
whom I had letters, particularly the Count de 

Goertz, his Majeſty's Aid-du-Camp. I aſked 
him how I might accompliſh the object of my 
voyage to Potſdam. He informed me, that for 

perſons who came recommended it was the eti- 

. quette to write to the King; and aſk his per- 
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miſſion to be preſented to him, and to appear 
at his parades and manœuvres. 

I immediately went home, wrote a few lines 
to the King, addreſſed, (as the Count de Goertz 


had inſtructed me,) ſimply au Roi; and ſent my 


letter by my own ſervant, in the ufual way. 
Next morning, at fix o'clock, 1 received an 
anſwer, brought to me at my hotel by the King's 
running footman, The Fetter was in amount 
Plow; |. oy 


« MAJOR SEM LE, 


It is with pleaſure I permit you to 
follow me to the manceuvres of my troops. As 


to the preſentation, you muſt addreſs yourſelf 


to Count de Goertz, my Aid-du-Camp General, 
who is charged with ſuch affairs. Upon whieh, 
(Major Semple) I pray God to haye you in his 
holy keeping, 


„% FREDERIC,”' 


This laconic epiſtle was ſomewhat curious in 


its form, for it was begun ſo cloſe to the top of 
the paper that there was hardly room for the 
letters. About an hour after it reached me, I 
received a viſit from Count de Goertz, to whom 


his Majeſty had wrote concerning me, ſignify- | 
| ing his i intention of ONS me that ſame day, 
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at eleven o'clock ; and at the parade I was pre- | 
ſented to the Prince. : 
When theſe preſentations were over, and the | a 


parade ended, the King's running foot man met 
me in my way, giving me an invitation to dine 
. with the Prince. This was the etiquette at 
Potſdam ; for though you are entertained.at the 
Prince's, the invitation 1s really the King's. 
The Marquis de Bouille, Monfieur De Cuſtine, 
(ſince guillotined at Paris,) and ſeveral other 
officers were the ſame day preſented, and receiv- 


ed ſimilar invitations. * 4 
Notwithſtanding the King had ſeveral empty - ! 
| palaces, the Prince was obliged to content him- — 
ſelf with a lodging at a brewer's houſe. Here f 

we all met, in a ſmall dining- room: where we j 
had an elegant entertainment, very ng 


ſerved. 

This ſuite of apartments mizht be called the 
Prince's gfen/ible lodgings ; but he had extended 
them far beyond the brewer's houſe, by occu- 
pying parts of two or three adjacent houſes. 
His Majeſty was equally niggardly with reſpect 
to ſervants, of which he allowed the Prince 
very few; but ſeveral handſome young fellows, 
who had no warlike intlinations, were glad to 
purchaſe the Prince's. livery, and wear it with- 
out wages, as a protection from being forced 
into the army. Though the enlargement of the 

apartments 
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apartments might poſſibly be concealed, forty 
or fifty ſtout handſome domeſtics could not 
eſcape the penetrating eye of Frederic: he knew 
in fact every body in Potſdam; and when he 
met any of theſe volunteer lacqueys, never 
failed to beſtow reproachful epithets.on them. 

The King, whoſe curioſity was raiſed by the 
exploits.of Potemkin in the Crimea, honoured 
me with ſome marks of attention ; and thus I 


obtained a fort of indirect leave to reſide at 8 
Potſdam, (a favour very rarely granted, parti- 


cularly to military men); nor was I unnoticed 
by the Prince, at whoſe parties I frequently 
made one. Having ſeen the King, and having 


attended different manceuvres where that in- 


imitable, ſoldier commanded in perſon, I was 


recommended by my friends to go to Berlin, in 


order to be introduced to the Queen. 
I went accordingly ; and Prince Dolgorouki, 
the Ruffian Envoy there, having introduced me 


to the reſt of the foreign miniſters, I was on the 


_ firſt public day preſented to her Majeſty, by her 
firſt Chamberlain, Pritwitz. It was on this 


viſit to Berlin that I had the good fortune to 


become acquainted with the amiable Duke 
Frederic of Brunſwick, and General Mollen- 
. dorff, Governor of the capital. 
After having remained a few days to enjoy 
rhe pleaſures of Berlin, I returned to Potſdam, 
ö not 
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not without feeling ſome reluctance at leaving | 


certain connections I had formed. On my re- 
turn to Potſdam I waited on the Prince, who 


now admitted me more frequently into his pri- 
vate parties. The Prince conftantly attended 


the King's military manceuyres, and I always 
accompanied him: his Royal Highneſs had, 


however, certain private manguvres of his own, 


at which I alfo attended; and with which the 
King was not acquainted. The great Frederic, 
as is perfectly known, had no high veneration 


for the fair ſex in general; while the Prince 


Frederic William was, fike myſelf, their deyo- 
red flave. Though it was no eaſy matter to 
elude the vigilance of the old warrior, the 


Prince, Baron Groothanſen, and myſelf, con- 


trived now and then to ſteal tq Berlin WIEN 
his knowledge. a 

Though theſe ſallies were Hugs time conceal- 
ed from the brave old King, it was impoſſible 


they ſhould be hid for- ever; in fact they were 


detected, and I had the honour of an intimation 
from the Governor of Potſdam, acquainting 
me that my preſence was no longer neceſſary in 
that garriſon. He would irf fact have uſed his 
oldeſt general the ſame way or worſe, This 


happened on the parade, in the preſence of the 


Prince, of whom I immediately took leave; 


and repaired to my hotel, in order to prepafe 
| | * — 
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for my journey. The Prince, well acquainted 


' with my extreme extravagance, and ſuſpecting 


* 2 


I might want money, though he ſeldom had 
ſufficient for his own purpoſes, ſent a ſervant 
to me with a handſome ſupply. I then took 
horſe, and, attended by one en, left Potſ- 


dam. 
I ſtopped at the houſe of a friend, with the 


intention of paſſing the night, and waiting the 


arri val of my baggage and ſervant. I wrote 
from hence, by a meſſenger, to the Governor, 
acquainting him that I had obeyed his Majeſty's 
orders with the alacrity and diſpatch. I owed 
to ſo great a monarch; that I hoped he would 
facilitate the departure of my ſervant, by furniſh. 
ing him the neceſfary paſſport : I added, that the 


| keys of Spandau“ had made a man tremble 
who would ſtand undaunted before all the ar- 


tillery of the Houſe of Brandenburgh. 
The Governor granted my requeſt, inti- 
mating at the ſame time that I — when I 


- pleaſed, return to Potſdam. After paſſing ſome 


time at Berlin, where I had now a numerous 
acquaintance, I accepted the invitation, and 
returned to that grand military academy, * 
not as a e h reſidence. 1 


it Spandau 3 is a garriſon not far diſtant from Potſdam, where 
Frederic the Great frequently ſent officers who gave him of- 
fence, and kept them as long as he thought proper. 


. 


Potſdam, 


+ 
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Potſdam, though certainly the firſt ſchool for 
war, was in fact no very pleaſant place'to in- 
habit. The ſtrictneſs of the diſcipline rendered 
every man no better than a ſlave; nobody could 
paſs or repaſs the gates without being reported; 
and to the very garriſon it nearly was intolera- 
ble, as the ſoldiers had there no opportunity, 
as elſewhere, of earning any thing by their la- 
bour, as theft was no trade or commerce hat- 


ever in that town, its inhabitants — to 


very few exceptions indeed, militar 7 


The King endeavoured to amend their con- 


dition, by ordering numbers of houſes to be 
built every year: ſtill the ſoldiers were miſera- 
ble; but, though ſuicide was frequently the re- 
ſulr of diſtreſs, thè veteran monarch man 
lutely idolized by them « 0190 

Frederic the Great had in his eee 
been a very active man; but when I ſaw him, 
he had upon him much of the infirmity of age. 
That ſharp, penetrating look, which would have 


marked him as an extraordinary man, even at a 


glance, ſtill remained; but he ſtooped much, 


and his legs were ſcarcely able to ſupport ** 


weight, which, however, was not enormous. 
He wiſhed, as far as poſſible, to conceal every 
appearance of decay; and would have felt 
himſelf hurt had any one obſerved him mount- 
ing his horſe. Unable to vault into his ſaddle 
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as he uſed to do, he always got between his 


horſe and a wall. . This was as 2 ſignal for all, ex- 
cept thoſe employed in mounting him, to look 
another way. As ſoon as he had got his foot into 
the ſtirrup, a powerful huzzar, in a twinkling, 


| hoiſted his Majeſty into his ſaddle; once there, 


he galloped oft immediately. Tis bar 
Perhaps, ſince the time of Charles X11. of 
Sweden no prince ever paid leſ#**attention to 


drefs than Frederic the Great. His coat was 


always military, and ſeldom, I believe, had its 
nap diſturbed by the officious intruſion of a 
bruſh; this he wore buttoned tight round him ; 
and his legs were caſed in a pair of large ſtrong 
boots. Theſe laſt, the date * whoſe antiquity 
I am not chronologiſt enough to fix, had been 
held ſacred from bruſh and blacking; but when 
overloaded with mud, having been waſhed with 
a fponge, bad gradually deſerted the fable, ne 
aſſumed a mahogany hue. 140 A 

His hat was no way calculated to put the reſt 
of his dreſs out of countenance; it ſeemed their 
coeval fellow-ſoldier, and was ſharp before. Ag 
he never ſpoke, even to a private ſoldier, with- 
out uncovering and holding it in his hand; the 
right corner, by which he always held 1 it, ſhow 
ed evident marks of hard duty. 

His ſnuff-box, the only gaudy thing abour 


him, was of gold, of an enormous ſize, and to 


chis 
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this he was almoſt perpetually reſorting, not for 
pinches, but, I had almoſt ſaid, handfulls. 


Such was the exterior of Frederic! In ſuch 
a homely caſket was contained a ſoul capable of 
conquering and governing the univerſe! This 


was the truly great man who, amidſt all the 


hurry A war, cultivated arts at home! The 
companion' of a Voltaire, the avowed enemy of 


kings; he eſteemed this philoſophical republi- 
can, and was beloved in his turn by philoſo- 


phers of all deſcriptions. This was he who in 
the midſt of diſaſters, roſe in proportion to his 
ſufferings, and not only reſeued his kingdom 
from ruin, but raiſed it to a pitch of greatneſs 
unparalleled in Europe! Invincible in war, 
indefatigable in exertions, and inflexible in juſ- 
tice, he never had a ſuperior, hardly an equal. 
At Potſdam this incomparable Prince occu- 
pied but three ſmall apartments, and thoſe in a 
corner of the vaſt palace there. They conſiſted 
of a Salle & Manger, which ſerved likewiſe as an 
anti- chamber, a- bed- chamber and a library: 
theſe, like all the other apartments he uſed, were 
hung with blue ſatin. It muſt be confeſſed that 
the hangings were ſomewhat worſe for wear, 
the moths having made free with ſuch parts as 
beſt ſuited their palates; , the very curtains of 
the King's own bed were ſo full of holes, that 
he W have pretty tolerably reconnoitred the 
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approach of a viſitor, without the rrouble of 


* 


withdrawing them. 
He lived however but little in this nodded as 


his principal reſidence was at Sans Souci, a ſhort 


diſtance from the gates of Potſdam. - Here was 


is favourite retirement; here he unburthened > 
himſelf from the cares of ſtate; here hq as the 


philoſopher, the poliſhed ſcholar, and he may be 
properly ſty led the father of the Pruſſian belles 


letiret. His company at Sans Souci was ex- 


tremely ſelect; it conſiſted of the firſt literary 
characters and a few diſtinguiſhed generals; 
with theſe he paſſed his time in converſation 
and muſic, in which his excellence, both as a 
compoſer and 13 is n by all the 


world. © 1 


While I was in Pruflia, 1 his Majeſty * * 


violent illneſs, a little before the time appoint- 


ed for the Sileſian manceuvres; his attendance. 


was thought to be impoſſible, a circumſtance 
the more remarkable, as, during his long and 
glorious reign, he had never been diſappointed 


of any military operation for which he had fixed 


the time, either by ſickneſs or bad weather. 


However, juſt as the feaſon approached, and 
as if ſuch was decreed to be the unchangeable 
fortune of the Great Frederic, he recovered; 
contrary to all expectation, and was: perfeRly 
able to review his gallant troops as uſual. .. 


During 
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During his illneſs he was ſo reduced, that a 
luſty ſtrong huzar was obliged. to lift him from 
his bed to his chair, and back again. One day, 
when this faithful domeſtic was lifting-his royal 
maſter from his bed, the iron heel of his boot 
ſlipped on the wax-rubbed boards, ſo that he 
found he muſt unavoidably fall ; he had however 
the preſence of mind to toſs his Majeſty. on the 
bed, while he himſclf meaſured his length on 
the floor. Frighted to death, the huzar did not 
venture to raife his head, and the King who was 
hardly able to ſpeak from debility, was rendered 
perfectly ſpeechleſs with laughter at the droll 
accident. As ſoon as he recovered his ſpeech, 
he encouraged the honeſt ſoldier to riſe, and 
conceived ſuch a liking to him for his ſudden 

reſource of thought, that he never would part 
with him from about his perſon. 

From Sans Souci, the King uſed to gallop al- 
moſt full ſpeed to Potſdam. to the parades, 
which he ſeldom miſſed; he was attended only 
by two pages, who not being ſo well mounted, 
had frequently much difficulty to keep up with 


him. When he arrived there, he rode briſkly 


along the line, ſometimes without ſpeaking a 
word, and ſometimes he would converſe with 
the Governor, the other general officers, and 
ſuch ſtrangers as had been preſented. 

| . It 
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It is — without having ſeen the Pruſ- 
ſian troops, to form an idea of their appeatance 
and diſcipline; no miſtakes ever happen, nd 
awkwardneſs is to be ſeen; they feern rather diff. 
ferent branches of the ſame grand machine than 
diſtin beings. Every thing is perfect, every 
thing is in a ſtate of readineſs; ſo that were it 
neceſſary to ſend the whole army to the frontiers, 
or dus cher in an inſtant | hey would N their 
march. 1 9114185 f „Hun od 
The Oran Frederie uſed to pay viſits on horſe- 
back, with little ceremony; of which an inſtance 
happened, in the beginning of the winter 1784. 
when the then reigning Duke of Courland came 
to Potſdam, to pay his reſpects to his -Pruffiatr 
Majeſty. ' The Duke had taken up his reſidence 
1 ar an hotel cloſe to the parade, but by no means 
ö tme beſt in the place. Here in a little, ſhabby 
5 parlour, was his Serene Highneſs, dreſſed in the 
molt fplendid ſtyle, blazing with diamonds, and 
covered with the richeſt embroideries. In this 
place, immediately on his arrival, he had the 
honour of a viſit from the King, who in his old 
uniform coat” and other uſual accouttementz. 
rode up to the door of the hotel, alighted if 4 
moment, and without further ceremony” went 
into the parlour; he ſtopped a few minutes in- 
convexſation, when he took leave, a me 

$1751.39 11990 O80 243 219 horſe," 
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horſe; and rode away With as lirtle tefenibil as 
he Had approached. | 8 


The Prince and Princeſs Was kept Under Weh 


ven by the K ing, that ĩt was next to impoſ- 
ſible for them to enjoy any pleaſure. But when 
his Majeſty was gone to any "diſtance," which pre- 
cluded the poſſibility of his return for a day or 
two; the Princeſs never faited to give a ball, at 
the palace of Charlottenbufgh;,” in the park of 
Berlin. To cheſe aſſemblies, which werd very 
gay, the officers of the Gen: d Armes, and variet 

of the moſt faſnionable and noble perſonages 
were admitted; but the Princeſs was obliged te 

be at home before wa King's Er- to > Patt 
dam. 116354 1 . | 
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The PTR ried; Pridffs and returns Io Denmark. 


© Sets'out for England, where he arrives in Decem- 
' ber 1784. = Prequently viſits the Continent in the 
courſe of the two following years. —Bz ſpeaks a 


een poſt-chaiſe of Mr. Lycet.— Mr. Iqcet, 
* not being able to arreſt him for the DEBT, "twelve 
' months after the delivery of the carriage, proceeds 
CRIMINALLY againſt him.—The unhappy conſe- 
quenices.—Sends a model of a JOS and atcoutre- : 
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N ment to the King of Pruſſia. —Obtains his pardon, 


and goes to France. — Forms an intimacy withiſome 


_ of the moſt diſtinguiſbed charatters there, —Pro- 
ceedings of the Convention, and anecdotes of the per- 
ens principally concerned in the an of the 

King, with the proceſſion Io his trial. 


1x November 1784, 1 left Pruſſia, and by the 


way of Lubeck, went again to Copenhagen; 


here I ſtaid a few days. I then ſet out for Eng- 
land, charged with letters for government from 
Mr. Elliot, and arrived on the 23d of Decem- 
ber. I delivered the packet, with which I was 
intruſted, according to inſtructions, and having 


ſpent ſome little time in London, I returned to 


the Continent, partly to gratify my turn for 
military operations, and partly on confidential, 
buſineſs. I continued to go backward and for- 
ward as buſineſs or inclination led me, till an 
event took place, which firſt fitted my name for 
the mouth of calumny, and which has humbled 


me in my own eyes, more than in thoſe of the 


public. Though this has been told and retailed 
a thouſand times, and though I am far from. ac- 
cuſing either a judge or a jury, of willing injuſ- 
tice, ſtill will I boldly affirm, that it is not only 
poſſible. for both to be miſtaken, but that ĩt is 


often impoſſible for any but the man himſelf wo 


judge of his own intentuns. The caſe ſtood thus 


: with 
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with me: I had beſpoke a travelling poſt-chaiſe | 
of a coach-maker, Mr. Lycet, It was ordered 


to be finiſhed on a particular day, and on that 
day he ſent it home. My then ſituation render- 
ed ſuch a carriage neceſſary for me, and I was 
at that time able to pay for it; but my fatal 


turn for extravagance ſoon put that out of my 
power. After remaining ſome time in town, 1 


went again to the Continent, and during twelve 


months, paſſed and repaſſed very frequently; on 
which occaſions ſeveral attempts were made to 


arreſt me for the debi, nor was there any idea of 


calling it a fraud, till a year after the carriage was 
delivered io me at my lodgings at Knights- Bridge. 


I am far from vindicating the non-payment ofa 


juſt debt, but I ſolemnly declare that I had not 


the ſmalleſt idea of defrauding the coach-maker. 


I had occaſion for a carriage; I was in a good 
ſituation, though very careleſs and extravagant. 


But were every faſhionable young man, who buys 


a poſt-chaiſe, without conſidering how it is to 
be paid for, as ſtrictly dealt by as I was, the 
Newgate Calendar would, I fear, become an al- 


moſt indiſpenſible ſupplement to the Red Book. 

It is true, Mr. Lycet ſwore that I had hired 
the carriage only for a week; but had he not 
{worn it, would it have appeared credible, that 


he would fit up a new carriage for a week's hire? 


1 he attempt to arreſt me was admitted; beſides, 
F 3 in 
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in his books there appeared an eraſure, where 

ö the word hired was. Had it been originally ſo, 

what need to alter it? If it was not, ſome 
other word muſt have occupied that place. 
What that word was, or when eraſed, Mr. Ye. 
cet beſt knows. 

It is further remarkable, that he produced 
ng perſon in court to whom he had complained 
of the robbery ; he had applied to no magiſtrate, 
nor Bad he even entertained an idea of commens 
f cing a criminal proſecution, till, as himſelf 
5 confeſſed, he had been adviſed to it. Contrary 
| however to the expeclation of every Lawyer i in — 
court, the judge who tried me, was of opinion 
that the jury ſhould find me guilty of a, felonious 
inlentlion. 

After ſuch a charge delivered K the 1 
it cannot excite much ſurpriſe, that I was found 
guilty, and that 1 was ſentenced to ſeven years 
tranſportation. : 

Notwithſtanding. this had been the opinion of 
the Judge, and the determination of the Fury, ; 
it weighed very little with thoſe who knew me, 
and who exerted themſelves to extricate me 
from my difficulties. . 

I was of courſe committed to the charge af... 
the keeper of Newgate, by whom 1 was lodged | 
in the ſtate apartments of that priſon, Here 1 
had a room to my ſelf; and having much ſpare N 
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time, L invented a ſaddle dn accou xement for; 
cavalry, which ſaddle. P. find recenti ads, 

My. 5 = 1 ſent. to. his, Majeſty, Fraderig! 
William. of. Pruſſia, who had then juſt. ſucceeded: 
the immortal Frederic the Great, accompanied 


by a letter, of which a tranſlation is here annex», 


ed, and which, at that time, appeared in maſt of 
the periodical Print 5 F rence ar-. A: 871 
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| « SIRE, 1 i — : 
Minn: I had. that denn s belag 2 
preſented. to your Majeſty, on my return from | 
the invaſion of the Crimea, the gracious recep ö 
tion which I, met with, and the ſtrong proof | 
which your Majeſty deigned to give me, 4 in a | 
moment of diſgrace,) of your uncommon gene- [ 
roſity and condeſcenſion, riverted thoſe chains, 
by which, as a man devoted to the n a 4 
age 1 wes already attached to you perſon! *' £ 
Io iht ! 9058/9 01 VEIRVIN a * 5 
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* Such, Sire, is my paſſion for martial affairs, 
and ſuch my veneration for the Pruſſian arms, 
that even in diſgrace and bondage, while afflic- 
tions are dealt to me with more than common 
liberality, ſtill my whole ſoul is occupied by the 
glorious ſcenes I have ſeen, and ſtill my diſtract. 
ed imagination holds to 1 view N ee 8 
godlike troops. | 

| © Your cavalry, the fineſt in the world, I 
have often gazed on with rapture, and the par- 
ticular attention which I payed to their accou- 
trements, occaſioned me to make ſome remarks, 
which I now beg leave, with the moſt reſpectful 
ſubmiſſion, ' to lay before your Majeſty, along 
with an accoutrement for light-horſe, an in- 
vention of my own, and which I had prepared 


to lay in perſon at your Majeſty's feet, when I 


was prevented by the diſgrace and deſtruction, 
into which I was plunged, by unbounded extra- 
vagance, and ungoverned paſſions. Unable to 


_ adorn my tale, I will without further apology, 5 
proceed in the plain language of a ſoldier, to 


point out the diſadvantages which your Majeſ. 
ty's, and indeed all the cavalry on the Conti. * 


nent of Europe, labour under *. 75 eren | | 


mode of ſaddling, 
« It is an eſtabliſhed cuſtom in your eien | 


ſty's cavalry to place the ſaddle on the ſhoul- 


- day. 
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der of the horſe, by which means he is confined. 
in his movement, travels with great inconve- 
nience to himſelf, is ſoon fatigued, is ſubject to 
have fiſtulas from the continual motion of his 
ſhoulders under the ſaddle; j and, when he be- 
comes fatigued, baving the weight of his rider 


ſo much forwards, is ſubject to ſtumble. Was 6 


the ſaddle placed in ſuch manner as to expoſe 
entirely to view the moulder, it would add 
grace to the appearance, give eaſe to the horſe, 
render him more active, leſs ubject to an ulce- 


rated back, leſs apt to ſtumble, and when, he. 


did ſtumble, would be caſily recovered by his. 
rider, who, being ſeated about the middle of his 
horſe's back, would fit firm, and have great 
command. | 

« My preſent ſituation renders it impracti- 
cable for me to conyey my accoutrement for 
light-horſe to your Majeſty by any other means 
than that of your Majeſty's Miniſter at London. 


To enter into a deſcription of this accoutre- 


ment would exceed the bounds of a letter. My 
earneſt prayer is, that vour Majeſty would ſuffer 
it to be laid before } Jou, when J hope its ap- 
pearance will ſay more in irs favour than, I could; 
fay in a volume. I will, however, ſo far ob» 
ſerve, that it is well calculated for parade, ſor 
eaſe, for ſervice, and to encourage the men; to , 
cloſe to the enemy, the only means by which - 
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cavalry can be r edoubtable« or -ſubcefsful. Shout d 
ir meet with your” Majeſty”: 8 approbation, and 
mould it be found to poſſeſs t the qualities which 
F have attempted to deſcribe, 1 ſhall eſteem 
myfelf the moſt fortunate man on earth. 
| % The hour in which I muſt beliberated though, 
alas! tis too diſtant, nevertheleſs advances; 3 and 
ad it approaches, I tremble for the difficulties 
which I ſhall have to encounter : that averſion. 
which mankind in general have for the unfor- 
tunate, Will throw unſurmountable difficulties i in 
my way, unleſs your Majeſty, as conſpicuous ſor 
compafft on as for military talent, will ſuffer me 
tõ ſtand as a volunteer i in rhe ranks with your, 
gtenadiers; there I may find an opportunity o 
periſhing as I ought ; further I do not ex per. 
I have forfeited all claim to cadaite, of 
5 coutſe, to command; and only ſeek ſuch a grave, 
| as ( in ſpite of my preſent diſgrace) the hard ſer-, 
vice which ! have ſcen, and the dangers which 1 
| have braved, give me 1 title to demand. 3 
fit 182 fact, Sire, that men of courage are 
ever poſfeſſed of the moſt tender feelings,” I can 
n6 Where look for compaſſion, for pity, or par- 
don, with fuch hopes of ſucceſs, as to your Ma- = 
jeſty, and your gallant army! Have 597 q 
md, Sire, and command your þ brave General d le 5 
Wiollendorff te to announce to me, that you will 
ſuffer 1 me to carry arms with 1 Maſeſty's 
5 grenadiers, 
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grenadiers, I. mall be happy! will wait the 
hour of my enlargement with reſignation, * 
when it comes, fly to your ſtandard- 20 
| With anxious impatience Lattend the teh 
Ee which your. W will MATa n 
it depends my fate! 4505 1 I mate 
„L have the n to bel Ble, _ all that 
enthuſiaſm: which ſo great a e Mus” 
Je can Wing in the ſoul of a ſoldieer, 
II Gan: 1053 is 


a Four c 8. 


EF - 
TJ £ 4+ 12 „ 4 y £75 
« 50 ö 


e 9203214 MAR kufibte? 13G! es 
SEPT. 1790. + ; 43 1 


4 Faithful and devoted ſervante®- 
1 3 a 3 in 3 ſtate apartments 
of Newgate a conſiderable while. I was then 
ſent. to Wool wich, where, after ſome time, 1 
received his —_— 8 nn on nnn of C 
going abroad. 


The encouragement 1 had fortherly e | 
on the Continent, and the protection that I had 


ſome reaſon to expect from the King of Pruſſia, 
inclined, me to go to Germany; but my friends 


adviſed me rather to go to France; then at peace 


with, and receiving ſupplies of every thing from 

England. They very properly ſupported: their 

arguments by truths which. -I':could not deny: 
of that 
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chat the bare pay was too ſmall for my turn of 


mind, and that France then deprived of her beſt 


officers wanted men of tried ſkill and experience, 
and therefore held out a fairer proſped to me. 1 
yielded to theſe reaſons and went to France, 
where I remained ſome time an inactive ſpecta- 
tor, till want of ſubſiſtence forced me to apply 
to the Committee of War for employment. But 
already diſguſted by their villainous proceedings, 


I declined accepting any ſituation, though my 
advice was frequently taken reſpecting the new 
corps they were forming. Curious however to 


ſee the event of the King's trial, I determined 
to remain on the ſpot until that was over, and 


was accordingly obliged to conceal my a 
ments. 


I had now formed a ſtrict intimacy with 


General Beruyer, Commandant of the interior, 


_ a ſituation often miſtaken for that of Comman- 


dant of Paris, whereas in truth they are very 


different: the General lias the command of gal 


the troops in the interior, but the Commandant 


of Paris has only the command of the ene | 
guard in that city; the former, Beruyer, was an 
old and excellent ſoldier ; the latter, Santerre, © 
was a brewer. With Beruyer I went upon all 
his little excurſions. I was likewiſe very inti- 
en with Pache, the miniſter of war, Pethion, 


Roland 
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Roland, and ſeveral others of the then leaders of 
France, moſt of whom have ſince. Wen w_ 
"During 4 my l in — 1 was b an e 
neſs of many. ſhocking maſſacres, and I cannot 
help wondering at my own-eſcapes; for at a 


time when liverics were forbidden to all but the 


foreign miniſters, and brilliant equipages wholly 
out of uſe, I had both of the moſt ſplendid 
kind, and was generally called an ariftocrate, a re- 
proach I did not take much pains to contradict. 
The time fixed for the trial of the unfortunate 
Louis now drew. near, and vaſt preparations 
were made for that purpoſe. During this time 
the violence of the Jacobin party daily increaſed; 
though it had not then reached its 2 of 
wanton and indiſcriminate murder. 
When the day arrived for the King to appear 
before the Convention, I, with Mr. Maxwell, 
went in the ſuite of: Beruyer, - to fetch him; the. 
whole way was lined with troops, and the con- 
courſe of people was immenſe. The unhappy 
monarch was found dreſſed in a morning coat 
of grey Bath coating, a waiſtcoat, and, I think, 
breeches of the ſame; his hair rolled up, and his 
beard long, not ring. as we e a 
nnn Mlle! 


and deſcribes the means by which ſuch intelligence was ob- 
2 : * | 
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* Clery 420 hit ihe King bed reciined e 
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10 1 a happened, and for a titne S- 
tarded the proceſſion. The * deeret᷑ of the Con- 
vention, ordering the King to be brought before 


them; had been forgotten; a meſſenger was there. 


fore diſpatehed for it, and on his return it WI 
read to his Majeſty, who bowed and compfibd. 
Though there had elapſed ſufficient time from 
the hour of Chambon's arrival at the Temple 
ſor him to have changed his cloaths, he went 
dreſſed as I have juſt deſcribed. e baja 

From the King's wavering eondukk. in His. 
attempt to eſcape from the country, and* on 
other- occaſions,” I had formed the idea of Ris 


| being a very weak and irreſolute character; büt 


I was far miſtaken, for his examination coti2 
vinced me, that he wanted neither courage Hor 
talents, and indeed from that wy: 1 eder del 
voted to him. n b n Toll 
With the utmoſt coolneſs and mere he 
anfirered: interrogatories, which he could net 
peſſidly foreſea, " and while his whole conduck 
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tained. But at that time this — was unknown t 
any Eexeept. e ee concerned 36 912 10 


* Clery mentidns, that 3 Chambon ITY of Aris, . 
was announced before eleven o'clock, as being with the coun” 
cil below, and coming up immediately to. ſpeak with the King,” 
he:did not appear before one; as the cauſe of this delay was 
only whiſpered among the ons ſtaff, it _ not den K 
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| eyinced firmneſs of mind, his anſwers ſhewe 
that he polleſſed : a clear underſtanding, far be 
che ſtandard of mediocrity." b 

"When the King arrived at the, hall of * 
Convention, he alighted from his. carriage, and 
the gehetal- offcers quitted their horſes. San- 
terre and the municipal o officerg. led the 75 
the King walked next, cloſe followed by B 


tuyer. hey pa | fled along. the 191 till = 
came opj lite a a ſmall e 70 55 er, into which 


© malt go,, hie 


bis! arrival was HSU; to the onventign.. 


The King then OP Ray to Beruger, 


who. always created him pol irel defired .to 
: have ſorne felt ment; on. wh high the General 
told him he might have | bread, 75 Bin and. h. 

immedi ately ſent for a a tle of eſt clarg, 


1111 9 2. * 4. th Ei 
ce 
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His Maj ety, had a a. | gobler of wine. 


eaten a — of bread, and. v was filling his glaſs. 
again, when Santerre entere the room, ſaying. 
Lauis Capet!_ la Convention Nationale Vous de- 
mande a 1 barre.” To this rude addreſs, the 

King replied with a bow, and inſtantly obeyed. 
The firm conduct of this unfortunare, Mo- 
narch Ih ve already remarked: LY was ſugh, a8. 
ifarmed many of his enemies; and every fri end. 
to humanity entertained "hopes oft the moſt fa. 
Ours, Nag, The SY natiag. ard the 
ing 
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King returned with the ſame guards. The 
whole was, however, thrown into confuſion, by 
ſome battalions refuſing to let Santerre, (who 
had-been delayed at the hall of the Convention, 8 
paſs them, in order to get into his proper 
place, next to the King's carriage. Santerre 
rode very badly; and the guards, who were 
without diſcipline, were afraid of his horſe, 
they therefore, after great diſorder, obliged him 
to diſmount, and, with much ado, permitted 
kim to force his way through the mob, e 
his charger. 

The confuſion ſtill continuing, he no o ſooner 
got near the carriage of the King, than, with a 
ſquadron of the regiment of the Dragons de la 
Republique, and a battalion of artillery, he rode 
off 'with his royal priſoner, leaving the guards, 
to follow as they could. This procured him a 
public reprimand, as it was alledged that he 
might, for want of ſtrength, have had his —_ 
taken from him by Tuperior force. 2 al ö 

The King was left ſome time before he v was 
brought up to make his defence, of which he had 
regular notice: counſellors were alſo allowed 
acceſs to him, and he choſe Malſberbes and 
Tronchet to defend him; De Sexe was afterwards 
added. Toarge! had been applied to, but infa- 
mouſly refuſed. | 

On the 26th of December the K was 


again 
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again brought to the Convention, with the ſame: 


ceremony as before; but as he was appriſed of 


it, he appeared dreſſed, though very plainly. . 


About ten in the morning he left his priſon. I 
had, however, ſeparated from General Beruyer, 
in order to introduce the Princeſs Alexandre 
Luboumerſky and Mr. Ellis, an Engliſh gen- 
tleman, into the hall of the Convention, which 


was at that time a matter of no ſmall difficulty. 


When I had placed them, I took, together with 


Mr. Maxwell and two ſervants, the ſhorteſt cut 


acroſs the city to join the line of march; bur 
coming to a ſtreet that opened into the Boule- 
vards, we were ſtopped by a cannon and a fe- 


male cannonier, who guarded the paſs. As I 


knew it was to little purpoſe to argue with a 

Poiſſarde, I turned my horſe, and paſſed through 
another ſtreet. Having gained the rear of thoſe 
who lined the road, I made up to the Com- 
mander, and deſired leave to paſs his line when 


* 


the head of the march ſhould reach him: he in- 


ſtantly conſented; but in the mean time, and 


to cool our horſes, we walked them about in 


the rear. Here I was accoſted by a patrol, 
who. aſked me who I was? I told him, an 
Engliſhman, waiting to join the - General 


Staff, with whom I had permiſſion to ride, but 


had been left behind. He anſwered, © You are 


not, you are & Ci-devant ;” and pointing a muſ- 
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ket at me, we were inſtantly ſurrounded by a 
crowd of pikes, and a general outcry of © & | 
font des ci-devants.” 75 * 
All we could ſay availed nothing: we were 
carried before the Commiſſaries of the ſection of 
1 the Temple; but not being able to ſatisfy them, 
I was obliged to write to Beruyer in their pres. 
ſence, who. no ſooner received my note than he 
came, with his whole General Staff, and deli- 
vered us. | #4 
A very pacific perſon, not yet mentioned, who 
was impelled by curioſity alone, was involved 


Oro =O OO ee 
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, in this adventure, which, as Beruyer obſerved, 
; made him haſten to my aſſiſtance, leaſt, by the 
; ſmalleſt delay, he might have met my head on 


a pike. This was no other than Mr. Newcomb, 
the Boot-maker, mounted on my beſt charger, which, 
at his own requeſt, I had lent him, that he 
might follow me to ſee the proceſſiogzof the 
unhappy monarch to that tribunal which e even- 
tually deprived him of life. 
In his way to his former attendance the King 
had received ſome, though not much inſult, yet 


enough to diſgrace, before all mankind, the un- 
feeling wretches who could be baſe enough t to uſe * 

it; but now a gang of ſervants belonging to that 
UNIVERSALLY DETESTED ARCH FRAITOR, 
"OxLEzans, together with a hireling crew devo- 


ted to him, uttered ſuch ſhocking, abuſe, . ſuch. 
inhuman. 
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inhuman taunts, as could not fail of exciting 
horror in any boſom not callous to every ſenſe 
of mercy and decency. 


So much has been faid on the ſubje& of rhe 


King's trial and defence, that I ſhall be fi- 
lent upon it; farther than that I was individu- 
ally preſtnt. I ſhall therefore proceed to the 
time of his execution, wiſhing only to lay bes 
fore my readers particulars that are not LIONS 
rally known, = | 


King's death ſhould be made known to him within 
twenty-four hours. —His counſellors refuſed admiſ 
ion to him. — His ſentence announced to him. 
Proceedings the evening previous to his execution: 
—The author attends at the Temple with General 
Bernyer.—Santerre's brutal behaviour at tHe Tem- 
ple the morning of the King's death.—The Queen 
and Rayal Family refuſed to fee the King, by the 
 \Commiſſaries, with an explanation of the reaſon, — 


Santerre's ſpeech to his Majeſiy when he came 40 


fetch him, not related by Cem. More brutalt 


of 3 man murdered for pitying the 


G 2 King. 
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The Convention orders that the decree pronuncing il 
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King. —Preparations at the place of execution. 

The King's behaviour, and the involuntary reſpect 
paid to him. —New inſulis of Santerre.-—The 
| King's death and burial. 


-- 


0 Þ 


1 had been decreed by the Convention, on Sa- 


turday January 19th, 1793, that the executive 
body ſhould, within twenty- four hours, announce 


the King's fate to him. This, however, was not 


done till the lateſt hour of the time limited, 


though the Municipality did not neglect to take 
an account of the few trifles then remaining in 


the poſſeſſion of a once great ſovereign, even 
before the decree was paſſed. 


For many days the ſufferings of the ungen 


nate Louis had been wantonly aggravated by a 
ſeries of unneceſſary and unprovoked cruelties; 
the Queen, his children, and ſiſter had been in- 


humanly torn from him; but now even his 


counſellor, the venerable Malcſherbes, way 2 re- 0 X 


fuſed admiſſion. : 


On Sunday the 20th of landen the derer of 


the Convention was brought to the King, with 


equal formality and rudeneſs: it was bluntly 


announced by Garat, Miniſter of Juſtice, and 
read by Grouvelle, Secretary to the Council, 
who, I have been aſſured by thoſe preſent, ſeem- 


eld more terrified at i:* contents than the 1 8 
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ſufferer. 9 > 
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The King had prepared a paper, which he 
delivered to Garat, defiring three days delay in | 


the execution of the ſentence, that he- might 


prepare himſelf for the awful ſcene he was to 


undergo; he alſo. requeſted to have a catholic 
clergyman, of his own chuſing; to be freed 


from ingeſſant inſſ pection, and to ſee his family 
without witneſſes. He added an carneſt en- 
treaty for permiſſion to his family to go where - 
ever they would; and that the nation would 
conſider the caſes of ſome diſtreſſed perſons, 
chiefly old people, widows, and children, for- 
merly ſupported by his bounty. _ 5 

The ſame evening, about ſix, the Convention 
returned an anſwer to this requeſt of the King, 


purporting that he ſhould ſend for any clergy- 4 


man he pleaſed ; that he ſhould ſee his family 
freely, and without witneſs; that they ſhould*be 
taken into conſideration ; that the creditors of 
his houſehold ſhould be indemnified ; but the 
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Before the cloſe of the evening drums went 
through the ſeveral diſtricts, with the Sectional 
Commiſſaries, who publicly read a proclama- 
tion ordering all windows to be ſhut next day; 
that no women or children ſhould be ſeen in the 
ſtreets; and that the men ſhould repair to their 


reſpecti ve ſections: they alſo viſited hotels 


where ſtrangers took up theig reſidence, order- 
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ing them either to march with the ſection, or 


to remain at home; queſtiohing them at the 


ſame time concerning their ſituation, employs 
ment, and bufineſs in town. Among others 
they came to me, when I told them, that I had 
3 General Beruyer's leave for myſelf and 
and that 
5 was to hold myſelf in readineſs at his n 4 
at four next morning. 5 
I attended as was appointed, and rode with 
the General to the Temple. During our march 
he ſeveral times obſerved to me, that he was 
ſurpriſed at my curioſity; that, for his own part, F 


r. Maxwell to march with his Staff; 


were he not apprehenſive that his declining to 


attend, (though no part of his duty, ) would en- 


danger his own head, he could not have been 


induced to be witneſs of ſo awful a ſcene, ' I 
repeat this in reſpect to the memory of the 

" amiable Beruyer, who ſince paid his NEE 
forced to diſguiſe his thaughts, was ever in his 
heart the devoted advocate of the King. When 


price of his unſhaken loyalty ; and who, th 


I add that he had a wife and fix children, and 
no fortune, his diſguiſe will be e * 
excuſcable. 


Though I had hitherto avoided going into 
the priſon of the Temple, I now went with 


Beruyer and his Staff into the apartment where 


the Committee of the Commune was ſitting. In | 


WM * 
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a little time the Municipal Officer then on du- 8 
ty with the King entered, with a requeſt from 
his Majeſty that he might have a pair of ſciſſars 
allowed him to cut his hair, as he expected | 
every moment to be led forth. No oppoſition 
was made by any of the Council, only one mem- 
ber aſked the officer who brought the meſſage, if 
he thought the King might ſafely be truſted 
with them? On his anſwering in the affirma- 
tive, and that it was impoſſible for any man to 
be more calm or collected, the voice of every 
member concurred without heſitation 1 in grant- 
ing this requeſt. | | 
Santerre, however, who, with his Staff was 
prefent, but had no fort of concern or authori- 
ty in the affairs of the council, as ſoon as he 
heard the permiſſion granted, brutally exclaim- 
ed, © I oppoſe that! he wants to cut his hair 
* to give it to his confeffor, to be handed about: 
„ will not have a relic of the tyrant left,” 
The Committee, oveg-awed by the opinion of 
the General, adopted his decifion; and the 
Commiſſary, laying down the ſciffars, returned 
to his duty. | - + 
Some time after a — coal to ; 
the Council with a meſſage from the Queen, | 
purporting, (to. uſe his own words) that the - { 
women wanted to ſee Louis Capet. The decree of | 
| 
| 


the Convention, allowing the King tg ſee his 
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family when he pleaſed, was then read ; but W 


found not to enjoin that they might ſee him ben 
tbey pleaſed, the Council paſſed to the order of 


the day. The Preſident, as ſoon as this was 
ſettled, probably willing in compaſſion to evade 
the decree, aſked if the king had expreſſed any 
deſire to ſee them; the officer · ſaid be had not, - 
(a circumſtance confirmed by Clery,) and there 
the buſineſs ended. 8 

About hal f- paſt eight Santerre went up ſtairs 
to bring his Majeſty down; he was attended by 
ſeveral municipal officers and ſoldiers, ſome of. 
whom entered the King's apartment, while 
others took their poſts upon the ſtairs. I fol- 
lowed them, and went ſo far that I could, 
through the legs of thoſe that were at the door, 


| fee all that paſſed between Santerre and the - 


royal priſoner, * 

His Majeſty appeared as if coming out of an 
inner apartment, with two perſons behind him, 
whom I was told were his confeſſor and Clery. 
Santerre immediately addreſſed him to this ef- 
fect: Louis Capet, I am come by order of 
« the National Convention to take you to the 
% Placa de la Revolutign, formerly Place de Louts 


* Clery ſays nothing of this addreſs ; but the anguiſh and 
confuſion of that faithful and affeRionate ſervant might well 
prevent him from attending to the diſcourſe of thoſe from 
whom he had nothing but barbarity. 5 


— e _=_—— 
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2 Quinze, there to deliver you into the hands of 
« high juſtice.” I did hear his wor. 


ſay a word. 

Before Santerre went up to Uri down the 
King, he had propoſed to the Council of the 
Commune, to ſie him ; but this was rejected, and 
one of them exclaimed, © Why ſhould we tie 
„him, are we not all his enemies.“ Santerre 


vexed at having his cruelty thus diſappointed, 


told them; that ſince they had refuſed to tie him, 


inſtead of two Commiſſaries, he ſhould put two 


geit d' armes, in the coach with him. 

Before his Majeſty reached the carriage, he 
had to paſs through the garden of the Temple, 
and along a narrow paſlage, at the end of which 
Chambon's ſhabby old coach was waiting for 
him. On reaching this he looked round, as for 
ſome one to give him a hand to help him in; 
but no one came near, and the inſulted, fallen 


monarch, . was forced to get 1 in without 2 


ance. 
Santerre performed his Pare, for he put 
two gens d' armes into the coach, while the Com- 


miſſaries, whoſe duty it was to guard the K ing, 


were obliged to follow on foot as well as they 
could; this was however only the prelude to 
thoſe ſcenes of anarchy when no ſafety was to be 
found, and when nothing was more uſual than 

| for 
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q for the tyrant of yeſterday, to become the vie- 
14 tim of to- day. N 
|: The procefſion went on very flowly, with 
little inſult; yet there were not wanting, fome 
whom this awful ſcene could not ſoften into 
decency, a decency due to the feelings of even 
the worſt of.criminals. In the principal ſtreets, 
through which the fad proceſſion was to paſs, 
not a window was open, and fome perſons who - 
imprudently looked out at windows in the _ 
ſtreets, were inſtantly fired at. 
After we had procceded ſome diſtancey a 
ſhocking affair took place, which muſt have fil- 
led with horror any heart, not loſt to humanity. 
A man as the King paſſed, exclaimed * Quel 
triſie changement !'* what a ſad change!“ He 
had no ſooner uttered the words, than he was 
literally torn to pieces, and parts of his mang- 
Jed body held upon pikes before the carriage, 
to ſhew the unhappy Louis, the end of what 
they arrogantly called the /aft of bis friends,  _ 
The proceſſion met with no more interrup-= * 
tion, till we arrived at the place, de la Revolution, 


* The fircets were compleatly lined with ſoldiers, cannon 
were placed at every avenue, leading into the line of march, 
field pieces and heavy artillery were likewiſe drawn in the 
proceſſion, both before and behind the carriage, and the guards, 

V bo led and cloſed the whole, were immenſely numerous. 


the 
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the deſtined theatre of regicide. Here the fatal 
machine was erected in ſuch a manner, that the 


illuſtrious ſufferer, could, from the ſcaffold ſee 


at one view, the once pleafing palace of the 
Tuilleries, and the pedeſtal and een of 
his predeceſſor's ſtatue. | 

The guillotine was furrounded by troops, of 


which the Mar/eillo;s held the moſt confpicuoug 
| Situation, as it was between them and the ſcaf- 


fold that the King muſt pats. A place on the 
right was kept open for the Gengral Staff, and 
the cannon filed round into the front of the ma- 
chine, where they were kept primed, with mat- 
ches lighted, and one in particular was pointed 
at the place of death, with orders on the ſmalleſt 
cry for mercy from the people, to fire and put 
at once an end to all hopes. 

When the carriage drew up oppoſite the 
ladder of the ſcaffold, M. de Frimont the 


likewiſe preparing to do ſo, but was ſtopped as 
ſoon as he put his head out of the door by San- 
terre, who imperiouſly bade him go back; this 
order was inſtantly obeyed, and the King being 
heavy, ſhook the coach when he ſate down; 


de more falſe. 
Santerre 


King's confeſſor alighted, and his Majeſty was 


hence aroſe the report that he had fainted on 
ſeeing the machine, than which nothing n 
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Santerre then called to ſome of the pers 
d' armes, and ordered fix of them to draw up, 
three on cach ſide of the way, from the coach 
door to the ladder, which was not more than 
two yards diſtant. In this place, the King who 
had been made to alight as ſoon as theſe gens 
d' armes were poſted, undreſſed himſelf; firſt 
throwing off his hat, which was inſtantly cut to 
pieces and diſtributed among thoſe preſent he 


then threw off his coat, which was treated in 


the ſame manper, nor did he receive any aſſiſt- 
ance, except that ſome perſon folded his ſhirt 
under the collar of his waiſtcoat, which nm 


to me to be of white cotton flannel. 
He then prepared to aſcend the ſcaffold, bot 


was told that his hands muſt be tied; to this he 


quietly ſubmitted, only ſaying it was not neceſ- 


fary. Mr. Frimont was going along with him to 
adminiſter the laſt offices of religion, but he was 
torn away, and another prieſt, a meer raggamuf- | 
fian in appearance, was put in his place, as 2 
parting inſult to the dying monarch: 19; 
Whether he had thus far attempred to ſpeak; | 
I cannot ſay; for the drums and trumpets, 
which by the expreſs order of Santerre, were 


placed in immenſe number in the front of the 


guillotine, to uſe his language, © zo prevent Louis 


« Capet from being heard. ſhould be attempt to ſpeak,”* 


- made 


* 
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made ſuch- a noiſe as rendered it impoſſible to 
hear a word. As ſoon as the King came upon 
the ſcaffold, he looked at the fatal machine, and 
then walked towards the front, bowing to the 
people as if he meant to ſpeak. N otwithſtand- 
ing the drums and trumpets had been placed 
for the purpoſe of drowning his voice, no ſooner 


did his Majeſty appear to be preparing to ad- 


dreſs the ſpectators, than the noiſe ceaſed in an 


inſtant, and the moſt profound and ſolemn ſi- 


lence prevailed. He attempted to ſpeak, but 
inſtantly Santerre called to the executioner to 
do his duty, who going behind his Majeſty, at- 
tempted to pull him away by the arms; bug 
not being able, his aſſiſtant got before him, and 


puſhing againſt his breaſt, they together forced 


him near to the centre of the ſcaffold, in a line 
with the guillotine, he likewiſe called immedi- 
ately to the drums and trumpets, who again 
began to make a noiſe. 

The prieſt now approached; but the King 
ſaid ſomething to them, on which they retired 
a ſtep, and he continued uttering, probably a 
prayer, for a few ſeconds. He then laid him- 
ſelf. voluntarily on the board of the guillotine, 
v hich was inſtantly put in its place; the execu- 


tioner immediately proceeded to tie him, and 
his aſſiſtant to fix the collar that was to ſecure 


his neck, While he was doing this with one 
0 55 hand 
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hand, and before his maſter had done his part, 
he with the other hand held the ſtring that was 
to diſcharge the machine, and ere the collar was 
faſtened, pulled it, and put a period to the ſuf- 
ferings of the once great ſovereign of France, 
who ſo lately, and ſo juſtly was idolized Syn = 


the people of chat nation. 
No ſooner had the guillotine METS its 


| dreadful office, than the executioner made a 


pretext to preſs the knife down, as if it had not 
gone quite through the neck, and that the head 
was taken off by his hands; but this was unne- 
ceſſary, as the fall of the machine did its CA 
compleatly. Ne Wig. 

The aſſiſtant caught up the bleeding # head, as 
ſoon as it was ſevered from the body, and hold. 
ing it by the hair, expoſed it to view on every © 
fide of the ſcaffold, crying out, Yive 2 re pub 
« lique, le lirun et plus; he then threw it down 
at his feet, and went to aſſiſt his maſter to put 
the body into a long baſket, which was already 
bloody with the gore of numerous victims. The 
ruffian then again held up the head as before, 
and after expoſing it ſome little time, ſtanding 
a few paces from the baſket, toſſed i it in branes an 
air of diſdain. 

Many now preſſed round to „ ap their hand- 
kerchiefs in the King's blood, and the city re- 


ſounded with ſhouts of © vive la re publique: nay, 
fo 
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0 eager were /ome for blood, chat (I bluſh to 
relate it,) the ſon of an-eminently rich Yorkſhire 
clothier gave to a May/eillois fifty crowns, to 

ſtain his handkerchief i in that of the n. 
King. 
The body of the unfortunate Louis was then 
taken to the church-yard of St. Magdalen, 
where it was put into a hole fiftetn feet deep, 
amidſt a large quantity of quick-lime; a guard 
was ſet over it for ſeveral days, that (to uſe their 
own nn not a I of we ae 10 


CHAP. X. 


Santerre ſont; a letter to the — announcing 
the King*s death, which the Preſident declined 
reading aloud. —The city overwhelmed with ſor- 
row.—Thbe author ſends an account of the King's 
death to London.— Reſolves to leave France, and 
receives a paſſport for that purpoſe.— In danger 
of being arrefled as a ſpy.—Makes his eſcape 
from Paris.—Paſſes ſeveral garriſon towns by fira- 
tagem, and reaches Bruſſels.— Difficulty of paſſing 
tbe Cordon, and the method be took to avoid Ant- 
werp, where Dumourier ther Was. Arrives at 
Hoogftraten.—Stops for refreſhment at Baal- Her- 

' top, 
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log. — Reaches Bois le „ an enter- 
prize which is approved, and occaſions him 10 g 
o the Hague. Returns with power 10 carry ah 
plan inſo execulion. 6 N ay 8 | B41 1 


S. TERRE diſpatched one of his Aides-du- 
Camp to announce to the Convention the death 
of the King, as ſoon as his head was ſtruck off; 
he himſelf ſtaid to ſee the body interred, and, | 
then rode to the hall of the Convention. 

The letter he had ſent by his Aid-du-Camp 
contained ſo many boaſts of bis own ſhocking 
brutalities, that the Preſident refuſed to read it 

aloud, and contented himſelf by announcing the 
event to the Convention. The whole city ſeem- 
ed quite melancholy: for ſome days hardly any 
one was to be ſeen in the ſtreets, and the few 
that ſtirred out, wore evident marks of grief 
and diſmay in their countenances. On the night 
of the, King's death I went into ſeveral of the 
theatres: they were empty; and I am well con- 
vinced that nine-tenths, not only of the people 
of Paris, but of all France, at that time were 
ſtill devoted to their ſovereign, but they wanted 
a leader and confidence in each other, to ** 
them to prevent, or to avenge his fall. 

Mr. Newcomb, before- mentioned, who had 
only waited in Paris to ſee whether the Con- 
vention would Uare to t their threat in exe- 

cution, 
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eution, remained with me that night till I wrote 
an account of the ſhocking buſineſs; with which 
he and his ſon immediately ſet off for London. 
The following evening; the theattes ſtill con- 
tinuing empty, the traiterous Orleans hited a 
mob to fill them, and to give to the place the 
air of chearfulneſs; but all was in vain; an 
evident gloom' overſpread the once gay metro- 
polis, nor was it till ſeveral days had * 
that joy re-apprared. | 
Diſguſted to the higheſt degree with the ex- 
ceſſes I daily witneſſed in a cduntry to which I 
had gone merely by the advice of my friends; 
and expecting war to be declared by my own 
ſovereign, I determined to join the allies. I 


therefore addreſſed the Convention, telling them 


that my circumſtances had induced me to offer 
them my ſervices when they were at peace with, 
and receiving ſuceours from my country; but 
that as firmly devoted to Britain as Frenchmen 


were to France, and perceiving war“ at the eve 


* I was ſo far right ia my prediction, that before I had time 


to leave Paris, the Convention declared war, (to uſe their own 
words,) Non contre le peuple Anglais et Hollandols, mais 
* contre les tirans George et le Stathouder,” Nevertheleſs; 


they commenced by waging vat againſt the people, fot they 


immediately lu an embargo on all Britiſh veſſels, ſeized all | 


Britiſh property in France, and in every way harraſſed and im- 
priſoned ſuch. of hiz\Majeſty's fubjet = bad not left the 
countrye 
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of bel king out, I begged they would grant n me 
a paſſport, that I might haſte to my poſt. 

This requeſt they complied with, and even 
ſeemed pleaſed with my boldneſs. I was, not- 
withſtanding, under ſome apprehenſion of being 
arreſted as ſoon as I ſhould begin my journey, 
and therefore refolved to depart unawares. In 
the mean time I paid viſits to all my friends, 
telling them that I ſhould leave France in ten 
or twelve days. ? 

The precautions I took were not without 
reaſon; for the ſame day, while dining at the 
houſe of a lady where it was known J paſt alb 
my eiſure moments, a perſon belonging to the 
Convention, whoſe ſole ſtudy has invariably 
been to do good, and to whoſe kind offices many 
ſubjects of all nations owe their exiſtence, camt 
in diſguiſe, and acquainted» me that I was de- 
nounced to the Committee of Public Safety as 
a ipy, and as going to join the enemy, by Max- 
well“, Le Brun, and my landlord; and that the 
order 


* 


* 'This gentleman, I afterwards learned, was the Dr. Max- 
'well who had fled from Portland Road, on acc6unt of ſome 
improper meetings held at his houſe. I firſt met him at Pache's 
office. He attended there for months, offering ſome rifle bar- 
rels,” which he bought from England, and ſoliciting the com- 
mand bf a company of rifle-men. He had been protected by 
: Servan, the former Miniſter of War; but Servam having reſu- 
med the poſt of General, Maxwell's intereſt was at anend; and 
$5 * the 


* 
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cody for my. arreſtagion had juſt: bee iſſued. 
I talked of ſurreggering, myſelf, but he ſtrong-- 
ly. diſſuaded me, as. faction, not juſtice, then 
prevailed. As I had for ſome days been pre- 
paring to ſet off from that lady's houſe, had 
removed nearly all my baggage: thither piece- 
meal; and had ordered my yalet, who remained 
at home, and on whole fidelity 1 could depend, 
to leave ſome of my cloaths, maps, arms, &c. 
in confuſion, as if J had, as. uſual, gone out; 
and to ſay to any one that might enquire for 


me, that he could not tell when J ſhould come 


in, but that I might certainly be found, as was 


my common practice, at gleven the next morn- 


ing. It was, however, my intention to have 
ſet out that night, and tor have taken him with 
Me. Bay ave 5411 7 oft | 
A groom whom, from not ſufficiently know- 
ing, I had ſuſpected to be capable of betraying 
me, I kept conſtantly near me; I would not ſuffer 
him to go out of the lady's houſe; and when her 
ſervant had prepared her cabriole, with which 1 
meant to eſcape, I made him get into it, and 
then followed myſelf. I drove to St. Dennis; 
where I told the Poſt-Maſter that I was going 
upon military duty, deſi ring him to. furniſh me 


1 p —_— 
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the firſt Secretary having introduced him to me as my coun- 
try men, I recommended him, and his ſervices were accepted. 
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with hotſes, and to take care of mine until 1 
came back; with which requeſt he complied. 
I then judged it proper to explain myſelf to my 
ſervant, who declared himſelf determined to ſee 
me fie over the frontiers, or to die by my fide. 
By ſtratagem I paſſed Cambrai and Valen- 
ciennes. Arriving at the gates, I called loudly 
for the officer of the guard, and telling him 
that I. came from Paris on urgent buſineſs, F 
demanded, in great ſeeming haſte, that he would 


give me one of his guard to conduct me to the 
Commandant's houſe ; and leaping out of my 


chaiſe, directed my ſervant to drive to the poſt, 


and get freſh horſes put to the carriage immedi-' 


ately, By this means I prevented interrogation 
at the gates; and when we came to the Com- 
mandants, who were then men without military 
knowledge or «experience, I pretended to have 
been ordered to join the army of the North by 
the Convention, and to inform him that ſome 
troops of the line were on march to join Du- 
mourier, whom he AR 1 in Teng ner 
in a few days. 

A plauſible ſtory was all chat was — 
and, inſtead of demanding my paſs; I was only 
aſked queſtions about the death of the king 
while the horſes were preparing. 

Thus I reached Bruſſells, where 1 conſidereck 


myſelf as ſafe, having ſo many acquaintances ; | 
| but 
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but the greateſt difficulty lay in paſſing the cor- 


don formed by the army: I therefore applied to 
Prince Louis d'Aremberg, who accompanied 


me to, the quarters of General Moreton, then 


' commanding at Bruſfſellg. 
From Moreton I ſolicited a paſſport, which 
he readily gave me, but informed me at the, 


ſame time that his paſs was but of little uſe, 


for that an Engliſh General, to whom he had given 


one ſome little time before, had, nevertheleſs, 
been detained at Oſtend. Upon conſulting with 
D' Aremberg it was reſolved, that I ſhould pur- 
chaſe a couple of horſes, and endeayour to go 
round Antwerp, as Dumourier, with a large 

body of his army, was then there; and I was 
well known to that General and moſt of his 
officers. 

{0 immediately — the werdins and ſet 
out in a few hours from my arrival, contriving 
to reach Antwerp a little after the gates were 
ſhut. This precaution was neceſſary, ro furniſh 
me a pretext for ſtopping in the village; for 
had I arrived there before the gates were lock- 
ed, I muſt either have gone in, or have made 
myſelf the object of ſuſpicjon, by remaining at a 


paltry cabaret when I might have been elegantly 


accommodated inthe town. To have reached the 
gates any conſiderable time after their being 
ſhut would have excited as much ſuſpicion as 
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was open: : I was Aticiefore' obliged to calculate 
very nicely, and to aſſume the appearance of 
having rode furiouſly to reach the town in time. 
I managed this manœuvre ſo ſucceſsfully that 
the inhabitants of the ſuburbs, concluding that 


J was in as great haſte as I appeared to be, of 


ficiouſly called to me as I paſſed, that I might 
moderate my ſpeed, for that I was too late to 
paſs the gates. I however galloped on, 
with ſeeming anxietv, to the barrier, which I 
found ſhur. This was what I wanted; ſo, with 


apparent diſappointment, I returned to the 


ſuburbs, and went into the firſt public-houſe I 
ſaw. | 


* 


Here I ordered refreſhment for my horſes and 


myſelf, pretending that I muſt be ready to go 


into the town as ſoon as I could obtain admiſ- 
ſion; but having during the evening met with a 
perſon who had formerly ſerved me, and in 


whom I could place confidence, I opened my 
mind to him, and he wonſented to be my guide 


round the town. In the dead of night there- 
fore, when all was quiet, I again mounted my 


- horſe, and ſet out, accompanied by my guide, 


who conducted me ſo well, that before day-light 
he left me within ſight of my direct road. 


As the day approached, I conſulted with my 


"ſervant, when we determined, that if we fell in 


with 
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with a centinel*of the troops of the line, we 
ſhould endeavour to approach and ſhoot him; 4} 
but if he were a Garde Nationale, (whom we 8” = 
knew at that time to be whally unacquainted 
with the buſineſs of ſervice, and whom we could 
at once diſtinguiſh from the ſtriking difference 
of the uniform,) that I ſhould endeavour to get 
the counterſign from him; fortunately the firſt 
we encountered was a Garde Nationale, He 
challenged me; I anſwered that I was of the 
General Staff, ſent to viſit the poſts; and to ex- 
amine the centinels, ſome of whom had ſuffered N 
Auſtrian ſpies to paſs, and were ſuppoſed to | | 
have forgot the counterſign. He replied that it | 
was not him, and after ſome altercation gave it . 
to me. I thereupon pretended great ſatisfaction, | 
and expreſſing the uneaſineſs it would have given 1 
me, to have been obliged to have ordered ſo 4 
fine a young man to have been ſhot, I rode on. | 
Having obtained this, I had no difficulty to paſs 
another centinel, whom I ſoon afterwards met, 
and early in the forenoon, found myſelf in the 
Dutch village of Hoogflraaten, which lies about | 
half-way between Antwerp and Bois e Duc; hi- 5 
ther I learnt the enemies parties frequently came, | 

even before the declaration of war. 
My ſtay in this village was conſequently very 
ſhort; and from thence I went to Baerle-Hertog, 
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but even here I was told I was by no means 


ſafe. However both my horſes and myſelf being 


much fatigued, I went to ſleep in a part where 
I thought I ſhould not be readily found: my 
horſes were likewiſe diſpoſed of ſo as not to be 
eaſily come at, and I had directed my ſervant, 
in caſe of alarm, to turn them adrift, After a 


few hours reſt, but before day-light, I again 


ſet forward, and without any interruption, ar- 
rived at Bois le Duc the ſame forenoon. 

The whole appearance of this place indicated 
nothing but the profoundeſt peace; the Goyer- 
nor, the reigning Prince of Heſſe Phillipſthal, 
and the Commandant, Major General Douglas, 
ſeemed unconſcious of the preſence of war. The 
French army, which under Dumourier had inva- 
ded the empire, had juſt been defeated near Aix 
la Chapelle, by Saxe Coburgh, and the Duke 
Frederic of Brunſwick, the former of whom 
purſued the flying army into the country, be- 
tween Maeſtricht and Leige, while the latter with 
his uſual promptneſs, marched immediately 


from Aix into Holland by the way of the Rure, _ 


and was then advancing towards Bois le Duc, to 
prevent it from falling into the hands of the 
enemy, an event which the garriſon did not 


ſeem to apprehend, though they were not pre- N 5 


pared 1 to reſiſt, and though à large army of the 
French 
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French under General Maſſena, lay at Ant- 
werp, . and were already preparing to attack 


Williamſtadt and Breda. 
This was not a time for a man of any activity 


to be idle. I had not paſſed the French lines 


without making ſome obſervations on their po- 
ſitions. I therefore immediately propaſed an 
enterprize,* which was highly approved by the 
Governor and Commandant of Bois le Duc. I 
was indeed received and attended to by them 
with, the utmoſt reſpect, as the Hereditary 
Prince of Heſſe Phillipfhal, ſon to the Governor, 
had ſerved in Ruſſia, and had conceived a high 
regard for me, and a favourable opinion of my 
talent as a ſoldier. 


This enterpriſe which was deemed practica- 


ble by all the military men of experience, was 


to ſurpriſe one of the enemy's Generals, and 


carry him off from his quarters, a buſineſs 
which only wanted a ſmall ſhare of reſolution 


and ſome ingenuity; for that General, at that 


period, expoſed. himſelf to ſuch an accident, by 
placing his quarters in a ſituation totally de- 
tatched from his army, and having no other 
guard than a few orderly commiſſioned, and 
non-commiſſioned officers. 

The Governor and Commandant not having 
the power to carry my propoſal into effect, 


nevertheleſs Judged it proper to lay it before the 
Stadtholder. 


| 
| [* 106 THE LITE OF | | . : 
* Stadtholder. This delay though probably ſhort 
[i [ I was too much for my impatience, and I was on 
1 the eve of ſetting out to join the Duke Frederic 
© of Brunſwick, when I received a letter directing 
| UE me to proceed immediately to the Hague. 
; I accordingly ſet off without delay, and had 
i an interview with the Stadtholder, and ſome of 
q his Generals, who finding my plan practicable, 
1 gave me an order to the Prince of Heſſe Phil- 
' lipſthal, inſtructing him to give me from the 
; Cavalry, in the garriſon of Bois le Duc, ſuch a 
| | detatchmient as I might judge neceſſary. 
CHAP. Xt. 
| Change in the operations of the French, which defeats 
the author's plan. Ile goes lo cut off ſome forage 
| telonging to the French, in the vicinity of Alphen. | E 
Perfectiy ſucceeds. —Employs a bold flratagem = + 
AT to reconnoitre Breda. Finds the .Duke Frederic b. F, 
| of Brunſwick jut leaving Bois le Duc, and follows $3 
| bim to the village of Oofterwyk,— Without time 10 . 
| reſt or take refreſhment, diſpatched to Saxe Co- 585 
| = Gourgh. —Is preſent at the memorable battle of St. 4 
| Tronde, which laſted three days. — Ihe deſperate 4 E f 
taking of Ooftmaal. Account of the balile, with an 1 
anecdote of the Arch Dute. Returns to the Dutite 
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cockade diſplayed. I collected the magiſtrates, 
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of Brunſwick, after a moſt extraordinary Jhurney of 
fatigue and danger. —Without flopping proceeds ts 
the Hague, and gives a deſcription of the batile to 
the & tadtholder. 


D. my abſence from that city, the 
French had inveſted Williamſtadt. Breda had 
ſurrendered to them without a blow, and the 
Duke Frederic of Brunſwick, at the head of a 
ſmall Prufſian army, had already reached Bois 


le Duc. The approach of this Prince, induced 


the French to be ſomewhat more circumſpect, 
and to make a retrograde movement; by this 
change of affairs, my plan neceſſarily fell to the 
ground. Nevertheleſs, I had" no ſooner e- 
plained myſelf, with the illuſtrious Pruſſian 
General, whom I found in the houſe of the Prince 


.of Heſſe Phillipſthall, than he diſpatched me at 


the head of a detatchment of huzzars, to pene- 
trate as far into the country as I could, and to - 
prevent, if poſſible, the tranſport of ſome forage, 


which the French had collated near Alphen, 


into Breda. 
I lefr Bois le Duc, with my detatchment, on 


the night of the 13th of March 1793, directing 


myſelf upon Tilbourgh, a Dutch village, 
where, though only three leagues from the gar- 
riſon I had left, I found the tri- coloured 
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miei inn 
and ordered them to publiſh immediately through 


the town, that wherever I found the cockade of 
the French, in one hour from that moment, TN Y 


would treat it as an enemy. 
I here learnt that the French General, com- 
manding in Breda, hag ſent out detatchments 
into the country, towards Hoagſtraaten, to force 
the farmers to ſend all their waggons during that 
night to Baerle- Hertog, for the purpoſe of tranfe. 


had been able to called i into the garriſon... This S of 
appeared a meaſure of too great importance to 
be overlooked: notwithſtanding therefore there i 
was much to riſque, by penetrating ſo far into 
the country, ſtill the object was worthy an at- 
tempt, even though I was forced to paſs the 
garriſon of Breda, and conſequently expoſe my- 
ſelf to the danger of being cut off. After having 


detatched an officer, with ſome huzars to Kaam 


to deſtroy ſome forage I could not carry off, 
marched by Reil to Alphen, a league from Baerle- 
Hertog. Here 1 lay upon my arms, till about 
two o'clock in the morning, watching the vil- 


lage, leaſt intelligence of my approach ſhould | = 
go to the enemy; leaving an officer and ſome 


huzars to occupy Alphen. I then proceeded to 
Baerle-Hertog, where I knew the Commiſſaries 


had directed the waggons and carts to aſſemble 7 


the preceeding night. I reached that village 5 
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early in the morning, which I entered full ſpeed 
in almoſt every direckion. 

The effects of this well concerted ſurprize 
were ſuch as I expected; the Commiſſaries and 
their guard fled with the grgateſt precipitation 

towards Breda, inſomuch that I was only able to 
take two priſoners of the huzars & la liberté. 
I however prevented the waggons from putting 
in execution the buſineſs for which che French 
had collected them; and after cutting down the 
Bonnet Rouge planted by the regicides, I began 
my retreat in the forenoor of the 13th of March 
towards Bois le Duc. When I left T:irlebourgb 


on the 14th, I had diſpatched a meſſenger to 


the Duc Frederic, acquainting him that 1 found 
it neceſſary to go on to 'Alphen that day, and 
might perhaps be obliged to go en ſtill further; 
I therefore ſolicited his Serene Highneſs ta ſend 
out a detatchment of [infantry to ſecure my re- 
treat, otherwiſe my return would become prob. 
lewatic, I delayed no time in regaining the 
village of Alphen, where I found the detatch- 
ment I left there forming ex batfaille, in conſe- 
quence of ſome of the enemy $ ſcouts =— . 
Peared at a diſtance. 

After having reconnoitred the country TY 
given ſome refreſhment to my huzars, I con- 
tinued my march under ſome anxiety, uſing 
every precaution to prevent ſurpriſe by the 

enemy. 
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chemy, who I was confident muſt have learnt 
the nature of my expedition, and the ſmallneſs 
of my force, and would probably attempt to cut 
off my retreat. I had not however proceeded 


far on my route, « 4 I was met by a meſſen- 
ger, whom the Duke Frederic had ſent. to re- 


call me, anꝗ to inform me that that very morn- 
ing, the firſt column of his army had left Bois 


le Duc, and part of it would that evening reach 
Tilbourgh, whether I was directed to -repair, 


and where my detatchment was to return under 
the command of its proper officers, after which 
I was'myſelf to join his Serene Highneſs. 

This cheering intelligence removed all ap- 
prehenfions of danger, and in the evening 1 
reached Tilbourgb without having met with any 
oppoſition, there 1 found the officer who I had 


detatched to Kaam, and who had executed the 


purpoſe of his miſſion. Here, in conſequence of 
the Duke's order, I gave up my charge; but in- 
ſtead of going immediately to Bois le Duc, 1 
conceived the idea of reconnoitring the poſts 
occupied by the French in the envirens of 
Breda. To effect this purpoſe, when midnight 
had ſcarcely yielded to the morning of the 16th 


of March 1793» taking with me a non-commiſ-® 


| fioned officer and a trumpet, on my own authority, 


I ſet out to ſummons Breda, about four or five 


leagues diſtant. I well knew that garriſon could 
| | 00 


. 
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de no 5 dane to the advance of the pruſſian 
army, a eircumſtance which would give an air 


of truth to the Ruſe ae. Guerre I meant' to "= 
upon. them. 


At day-light 1 3 *he ali ad 


ſummoned it to ſurrender to the Duke Frederic 


of Brunſwick, for the King of Pruſſia with the 
uſual formalities. My ſummons of courſe was 


but little attended to, but I had obtained all I 


wanted, a knowledge of the out-poſts held by 


the enemy. It was now about ſeven o'clock in 
the morning, and I returned to Beis le Duc ſo 
much fatigued, that it was with difficulty I 
could ſit my horſe. | I there found the Duke 
preparing to folloy his ſecohd column to the 
village of Oofertwyk about a league diſtant, which 
he had appointed for his head- quarters. I re- 
ported to his Serene Highneſs the ſucceſs of my 
expedition; he was but juſt ſetting off, and de- 
ſired that 1 would dine with Am at his new 
quarters. In 5 116 7: 2 il þf 


This invitation was a A which I could 


not evade. I therefore haſtened to my apart 


ments to change my dreſs, which I had not been 
able to do for three days before ; but my horſes 
were no longer able to carry me, and my ſexs 
vants were ſo much fatigued, that I'found they 
could not follow: I therefore borrowed a groom 
belonging to the Chevalier d. Antras, formerly a 
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'' EF, page to the preſent King of France; for him f 
＋ alſo borrowed auhorſe; and I myſelf mounted 
one which the Prince Frederic of ana | 
had lent me ſome time before, and then follow= - 
* ed the Duke Frederic to Oofterwyk. I found hie 
| Serene Highneſs about to fit down to, table; he 
placed me by him, and then informed me that, du- 
ring my abſence, he had received different letters 
from Prince Saxe Cobourgh, who, with the Au- 
ſtrian army, lay then berwvern Maeſtrich and St. 
| Tronde, and which rendered it indiſpenſibly neceſ- 
ſary for him to ſend to that Prince. His S. H. fur. 
ther obſerved, that, as 1 had been for ſome time in 
that country, and knew better than any of his 
officers could do tie exact ſituation of the ene» - 
my, the Britiſh, the Dutch, and his own army, 
that he had a deſire to ſend me, though he had 
felt much regret at impoſing a taſk on me which 
3 could not but be irkſome to one who had been 
3 on horſeback ſince the night of the 12tbu. I 
þ told his S. H. that on the day of ſervice neither 
| Fatigue or danger were conſiderations with a 
\ Briton, and that he would always find me ready 
to execute whatever he could command; To 
thoſe who knew the gallant and amiable Duke, 
it is unneceſſary to deſcribe the effect which m7 
| anſwer had upon him; and to thoſe who have 
f not the happineſs to know him it is à matter 
of little import. I will therefore only ſay, that 
7 before _ 
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before, his S. H. roſe from table, I was diſ- 


patchgd, attended by a huzar and the groom of 


d. Autras. I took peaſants horſes and a guide, 


from village to village, making a, ſtraight line 


upon S/, Tronde, Arriving at Heſtell on the 


night of the 17th of March, I learnt that Saxe 


Coburg was near St. Tronde, and that Dumourier 
in three numerous columns commanded by him- 
ſelf, Valence and Miranda were preparing to 


attack him, the ſituation of the Auſtrians was 


deſcribed to me as extremely critical; their 


numbers far inferior to that of the enemy, much 


fatigued by harraſſing marches and almoſt with- 
out cannon; in ſhort, it was the general n 
that they would be defeated. 

As ſoon as the Mayor of Hotell nnd procure 


me horſes and a guide, I continued my march 


on the poſt road to Sf. Tronde. As I approached 
that town, (very early on the 18th of March,) 


I heard very diſtinctly a heavy cannonade, and 


I met part of the Auſtrian baggage coming away. 


in ſome diſorder. I found the town in the ut= . 
moſt confuſion, full of carriages, fome driving 


off as faſt as they could, and others waiting for 
horſes; I then found that the two armies were 
ſeriouſly engaged, and the defeat of the Auſtri- 
ans from the great diſparity of numbers was 
deemed unavoidable. With the affiſtance of the 


magiſtrates, I prdcured freſh horſes and a poſ- * 
I tillion 
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tillion for a guide, and then went forth to look 

1 for Saxe Coburg in the field of action. 

14 heing wholly unacquainted with the poſition 

| of the armies, I left it to my guide to conduct 

me, which he did, until, to my ſurpriſe, I 

| found myſelf in the rear of a French column. 

4 In ſuch a 0% was little time for re- 

| flection, and I determined inſtantly to paſs be- 

| tween this and another column, which I per- 
SE -. ceived at ſome diſfance on the right; the enter- 
} prize ſeemed fraught with danger, but it was 
| | 


authoriſed by neceſſity, as I could not tell whe- 
ther there was not another French column to 
the left: in ſhort it ſeemed to me, that the moſt 
certain and evidently the ſhorteſt road to the 
Auſtrian army, was through the French columns; 
this plan I adopted; I therefore directed my 
guide to look to his own ſafety: and telling the 
ſervant of d'Antras that it was not his buſineſs 
to die, I adviſed him to accompany the guide, 
(my huzar I had already diſpatched the night 
before, towards Dieſt,) but this intrepid boy re- 
fuſed to leave me. We then rode on at an eaſy 
pace,. until we were on a line with the head of 
the columns moſt advanced. I could then per- 
ceive ſome part of the Auſtrians at a diſtance on | 
my right front, and nearer. and almoſt directly 
before me a body of cavalry; to thoſe then J 
* fled with all the ſpeed the wretched horſe on 
of | which 


„ e 


— 93 — 1 ͤ i 


MAJOR SEMPLE IISIE. 115 


des aa th A al 
— 


r * 4 3 L — 1 . ; th OT Ne — ö a . q 3 als 6 a 
* 
hs; 3 - * v j «4 % þ * = 


which I was mounted was capable of. In the 
buſtle of action, I was not perceived by the 
French, but as I approached the front of the 
Auſtrians, an officer rode up to examine me, 
and a very. few paces behind him, I perceived 
on foot, coming towards me, the gallant young 
Prince of Wirtemberg, who commanded that 
body of troops. I acquainted his S. H. that I 
was charged with a letter for Saxe Coburg, 
from the D. of B. and begged he would inform 
me, in what part of the battle I ſhould find him; 
he aſſured me it was impoſſible to determine Fe 
where he might be found, but to render it more 
eaſy for me, and to prevent me from falling into 
any of the poſitions occupied by the French, he 
ſent an orderly officer with me. Between ten 
and eleven o'clock in the forenoon of the 18th, 
F found Saxe Coburg at the head of one of his | 
columns; after being announced in the brief | 
manner of the field, I preſented to him my let- : 
ter, which he immediately read; and after'aſk- ö 
ing me a few queſtions, begged I would attend a 
the event of the day, that at night he hoped to | 
have more time to ſpeak to me. I of courſe | 
Joined the croud of officers, by whom. he was i 
ſurrounded, and from them Llearnt that Colo- | 
nel (then Captain) Crawfurd, Aid-du-Camp to f 
his R. H. the Duke of York, had arrived before 
me, and was ſtill there; indeed I perceived qm 
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at a little diſtance. Having a letter of recom- | 
mendation from the Duke Frederic, for General 
(then Colonel) Mack, I neceſſarily enquired for 
him; and on being told that indiſpoſition had 
forced him to go to a ſhort diſtance in the rear, 
where he was laying upon ſome ſtraw, I inti- 


| mated a deſire to go to him; and an officer of the 


Prince's ſuite offered his ſervices to conduct 
me. I found this eminently diſtinguiſhed officer 
extremely ill, nevertheleſs he quitted his ſtraw, 
and remounting his horſe, accompanied me back 
to Saxe Coburg. After a ſhort converſation 
with his Highneſs, partly on the ſubje& of the 
letter, which I had juſt delivered to Colonel 


Mack, the Colonel had the goodneſs to propoſe 


to deſcribe to me the order of battle. We rode 
towards a height occupied by Imperial troops, 
from whence I could diſtinctly ſee the heads of 
the enemies columns, and the various poſts they 
held. I viſited different parts of the poſition of 


the Auſtrians, and was filled with admiration, 
at the determined countenance which that hand- 


ful of men, though almoſt exhauſted by exceſ-. 


five fatigue, and labouring under every incon- 


venience to which a ſoldier can be expoſed, 
ſhewed to an enemy, each of whoſe columns 
was nearly equal to their whole force, and whoſe 


front ſeemed covered with well ſerved artillery. 


The battle about this time, (the noon of the 
5 18th 
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r8th of March,) became very active in ſome 
parts; we rejoined the Commander in Chief, 
who was then at the head of a column, that bore 


at leaſt its ſhare in the ſervice of that memorable 


day. As I had not then been preſented to the 
Archduke, whom juſt then Colonel Mack per- 
ceived to have quitted his horſe, and to be walk- 
ing at a little diſtance from us, apparently to 
warm himſelf, he propoſed to me to alight and 
he would preſent me. I diſmounted immedi- 


ately, and we walked towards his R. H. to whom 


the Colonel preſented me, as a man recom- 
mended by the Duke F. of Brunſwick. Some 
cannon ſhot at that moment ſtriking the ground 


very near us, this gallant Prince addreſſing him 
ſelf to me, ſaid, © This is a rude drawing-room, | 


mw Major. nab 

A ſort of pauſe in this part of the battle pre- 
ſently took place, which induced Saxe Coburg 
himſelf to diſmount and join us for a few mo- 
ments. One of the Archduke's ſervants then 


produced a ſmall quantity of bread and cold 


meat, with a ſingle bottle of wine, which he 
laid upon a napkin ſpread on the ground; ha- 
ving haſtily partaken of this military repaſt, we re- 
mounted our horſes. I then learnt that Captain 
Crawfurd had left the field, immediately after 
my arrival, in the forenoon, and was gone back 
to =o R. H. the Duke of Vork, then with the 
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the Britiſh and Dutch guards lay. 

| The battle ſtill continued doubtful, alter- 
} nately raging and flackening in the different 

poſitions, The village of Or/macl had for ſome 
1 time been occupied by the enemy. Saxe Co- 
burg now determined to force it, and a body 
s. of troops was ſelected for that purpoſe; I was 
ſtill mounted on the miſerable poſt- horſe, which 
had brought me to the field, nevertheleſs anxi- 
ous to ſhare jn the daring enterprize about to 


| 8 Hereditary Prince of O range, at Dortrecht,. where 
| 
f 
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be put in execution, I ſolicited leave to accom- 
pany the dragoons, and that a horſe might be 
: furniſhed me; but no horſe was at hand, and 
| there was no time for delay, I therefore rode on 
F | mounted as I was. Pha : 


The affair though very ſhort was inconceiv- 
ably deſperate. Our way to the village, was the 
high road from St. Tronde, to Tirlemont, (en- 
cloſed by trees and a deep ditch on each ſide.) 
| The enemy had planted ſevcral pieces of cannon 
| to defend the entrance, and kept up a very heavy 

fire along the avenue; we howeyer advance un- 
diſmayed, though nearly every horſe of the firſt 
ſquadron was either killed or diſabled by an 
unuaſually furious diſcharge of artillery. There 
was no ſtopping, and thoſe who were diſmount- 
ed. were forced to move forward on foot, to 
z void be ing rode over; for ſuch was the confu- 
. * 
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fion, owing ro the inceſſant firing and ſmoke, 
which the cloſeneſs of the trees and drizly wea- 
ther would not ſuffer to aſcend, that it was im- 
poſſible to diſtinguiſh any object. For mm own 
part, my poor poſt-horſe having literally been 
blown from under me, I ruſhed forward with 
the croud, unable to know where I was, until 
I actually run againſt a cannon, which had been 
overſer, and which the.thickneſs of the ſmoke 
hindered me from perceiving, till I rouched ir. 

The French being drove from this village, 
and ſome other poſitions they occupied, and 
being overthrown in another quarter, by Ge- 
neral Clairfair, declined engaging further, and 
retired to the poſition. they had left. i 

Thus the buſineſs of that day cloſed, juſt 


before ſun-ſet, in a manner highly honourable 
to the Imperial troops. The approach of night 


and the ſuperior numbers of the enemy, pre- 
venting Saxe Coburg from attempting te pur- 
ſue. His army remained on the field of battle 


under Arms, himſelf and the General Staff re- 


tiring to their quarters, at the villages of Lan- 
den and Neerwinden: 
No ſooner had the dawn of day appeared on 


the 19th, than the French columns were per- 
ceived in order of battle; the action conſequent- 


ly recommenced, and continued during that 
whole day with much obſtinacy and various ſuc- 
| ] + p | ceſs, 
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ceſs. The cool and determined bravery of the 
Auſtrians however prevailed over the rude num- 


: or five o'clock in the afternoon they gave way, 
and were purſued to Tirlemont, but night com- 
ing on, prevented them from being further an- 

noyed. By this compleat victory, ſo truly glo- 
rious to Auſtria, Holland, was for that year, 
(1793) reſcued fromm the deſtructive fraternal 

hug of the Conventionaliſts. 


brave Archduke, which will ſhew more than 
any deſcription I can give, the neceſſity in which 


' 

| 

| - 1 cannot avoid relating an anecdote of the 
f 

| 

: 


the Auſtrian army were for bread. Riding over 


"= the field of battle, his Royal Highneſs obſerved 
5 | a fine dreſſed Frenchman laying dead; the un- 
| uſual ſmartneſs of the dead man's appearance, 
firſt attracted his notice; but perceiving a black 
loaf in his havre ſac, he inſtantly alighted, and 
. Fininm the valuable prize, he exclaimed, That 
gentleman did not ſuppoſe he was carrying 

e this loaf for me. 
Ihe defeat of the enemy being perfectly aſ- 
certained, about nine o'clock in the evening, 
| Saxe Coburg ordered a feu de Joye the whole 
| extent of his front. The army as the night be- 
fore remained on the field of battle, and Saxe 
Coburg, the Archduke, and the Staff, retired. 
again tothe villages of Neerwinden and Landen; 


to 
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to the latter I accompanied Saxe Coburg, we 


reached his quarters abou ten o'clock in the 


evening, and while ſome refreſhment was pre- 
paring I received my letters the Duke 
Frederic of Brunſwic, and his Serene High- 
neſs the Stadtholder ; I then ſupped with the 
Field Marſhal, and at midnight on the 19th, 


almoſt unable to carry my own weight, ſet off 


on my return to the village of Oeferwyk, where 
I had left the Pruſſian head-quarters. 

I had now paſſed eight days almoſt continu- 
ally on horſe- back, and without once having 
had time to undreſs: the ſtate I was in can be 
conceived much better than related; but my 
zeal for the good of the ſervice, and my anx- 
iety to carry the firſt intelligence of this ſo 
eſſential victqry to the Duke Frederic, and to 
the Hague, enabled me to ſuſtain the fatigue 


of the journey. I took the ſame road back, 


by which I had come to the Auſtrian army; 
and after much trouble to obtain horſes, | I 
reached Ooſterwyt about ten o'clock, on the 
night of the 20th. I found Duke Frederic in 
his bed-room, ſtanding and converſing with 
Captain, now Colonel Crawfurd, who had but 
a few moments before me arrived there, and 
| who had acquainted- his S. H. with the dan- 
gerous ſituation in pak he > lefs the 4 SA 
army om the 18th. 15 1 1 
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I detailed the circumſtances of the victory to 
his $4 H. and then obtained his permiſſion to 
continue my journey to the Stadtholder at the 
Hague. I wit by this time almoſt unable to 
move, I could no longer ſtand firaight, and it 
had become neceſſary for me to be lifted off 
and on my horſe; while we were taking ſome 
refreſhment in the Duke Frederic's anti-cham- 
ber, horſes were preparing for me, but Colonel 
Crawfurd, who was going to the Duke of York 
at Dortrecht, conſequently a conſiderable part 
of my road, and who had a car! and firaw, very 
politely offered me a place in his equipage; I 
accepted it, for even ſuch a conveyance was an 
| indulgence to me, and we inſtantly departed. - 
We went through Bots le Duc, the gates of 
that town having been opened ig let us in, 1 
ſuppoſe about one o'clock in the morning, and 
we drove immediately to a houſe where a car- 
riage had been previouſly ordered for Colonel 
Crawfurd; and though in this town I had ap- 
partments, my ſervants, and my horſes, I did 
not go near them, but contented myſelf, while 
the chaiſe was preparing, to write a line, which 
J delivered to the ſtable-keeper for General 
Douglas the Commandant, announcing to him 


„ | the victory gained by the Auſtrians. The in- 
{7 ſtant the chaiſe was ready we continued our 
iN | | rout; when heap the paſſage to the iſland of . 


Dortrecht, - 
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Dorirecht, 1 parted with Colonel Crawfurd, and 
continued my journey to the Hague, where I 
arrived about two o'clock on the morning of 
the 22d. 1 went immediately to Major General 
Bentinck, Aide-de-camp to his S. H. the Stadt- 
holder, and with him to the palace. The Prince 
was informed of our arrival, and immediately 


roſe to receive us. After giving his S. H. an | 


accurate deſcription of the battle, I was per- 
mitted to retire-to a hotel, and to reſt. 


CHAP. XII. 


7 he . 1 . o court next morning, and for- 
ced to go dirty as be came from his journey.— 
Returns to Duke F. of Brunſwic—Capitulation of 


Breda.—Saxe Coburg's great ations. —Thoſe ex- 
cite ſuſpicions in the Convention, who ſent to re. | 
call Dumourier.——Dumourier ſends the Coma. 


mifſiaries, and his iniended ſucceſſor, Bournonvile, 
priſoners to Saxe Coburg. —The author arrives at 


Saxe Coburg*s head-quarters.— Dumourier deſerts 


with ſeveral others. —The author returns Io Duke 
F. of Brunſeic at Bois le Duc. — Finds the 
Duke indiſpoſed. — Receives a moſt extraordinary 
and honourable commiſſion in the Dutch ſervice 
at the Hague.—Returns' to Bois le Duc and 


prepares 10 take the field. —Is ſent on political | 


buſineſs 
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4 Buſineſs to Bruſſells.—Is induced to leave that 

1 army, and go Io the army of the Upper Rbine.— 

ii Srͤituatlion of the army, and Characters of the Gene- 
| | * rals —The King of Pruſſia leaves the feld. be 

reigning Duke of Brunſwic ſucceeds him.—The 

+ Th author's diſtreſſed ji tulation,— Relires to a a ſmall 

| | town in the interior. : | 
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4 Bra 1 went to bed I had purified myſelf 

as well as I was able from the inconveniences «+ 
natural to my almoſt incredible exertions ; I 

had in fact neither enjoyed the comfort of 4 

bed, a change of linen, nor a razor, for a week, 

during which I was hardly an hour out of my 
ſaddle. Once laid down I had reſolved'to recruit = 
* my ſtrength with ſleep, and had given orders 

that I ſhould not be diſturbed; about eleven, 

=: - however, a meſſage came from the Court, com- 

| 3 manding my attendance there, and inviting me 
#6 to dinner; though ſcarcely able to crawl, I 

1 obeyed this honourable ſummons, and pro- 
ceeded to dreſs myſelf, but perhaps in ſuch a 
faſhion as never before appeared at that Court ; 

'I had only an old blue jacket and pantaloons, 

which, ſullied with the dirt I had collected in 4 
nine days, were proof againſt. every effort of 

a bruſh, and I was forced to borrow a ſhirt of 

the perſon who kept the hotel; thus equipped, 
however, to Court I went, but fatigue made 
a moſt awkward courtier of me. 7 


— 
"ta - * a 
. 2 . c Fl K $5 
5 * TOO TORT. * Z * * 


1 
* . „ _ 
9 


2 . 3 N TOES LO” 4, 
4 * . + ” 


The 


MAJOR SEMPLE LISLE. 1286 
The Stadtholder moſt kindly did every thing 


to render me comfortable after this immenſe 
exertion; for though he himſelf ſet out to viſit 
ſome forts the ſame abrnaon, he recommended 
me to remain at the Hague to recover my 
ſtrength, offering to anſwer to the Duke of 
Brunſwic for my abſence for three days. 

I remained only two days, when IJ returned 


to the Duke, by whom I was employed on 


different miſſions, chiefly to reconnoitre the 
enemies poſitions. The Duke of York had left 


Dortrecht, and was at that time approaching * 


Antwerp by 'water, and the Prince of Orange 
with a ſmall Dutch army was marching upon 
Breda, ſtill in the poſſeſſion of the French. 


About the end of March, or iſt of April, 


he ſummoned it to ſurrender, and the garriſon 
entered into a capitulation for that purpoſe ; 
at this time the Duke Frederic ſent me to Saxe 
Coburg, to know how affairs were going on 
in that quarter he commanded: me to paſs by 
the way of the Dutch army lying before Breda; 
to receive the orders of the Hereditary Prince 
of Orange, who requeſted me to go to Bergen- 
op-Zoom, to the Duke of York who was then 
at that harbour on his way to Antwerp; and to 
inform his Royal Highneſs that Breda had capi- 
tulated: I obeyed his directions, and then took 


the 


7 
: 
> 
+ 
I 
8 


Fey. WY LO, ey Poa — Y 2 . _ = i yu _ * 1 * A * * A pes " 
2 — * * * CITES Þ 1 4 ee. WE OS =_ Low 3 "I . q — "Wed +: 00 0 * 3 — © ES — NI won AG II 2 — ARG — 8 — — OS 
. 83 3 — p - p ws 5 * - * ” — > «, 2 » 
3 2 — Hy F N F Ts de . N «Ls PIR * e PET Le 2 2 * - WW OT 5 CO” mg 3--s  ns ALT On a . 2 
e. Dr xt nar, 6 - „ rn S re —_ eee eee. Yu . * g ws Ps * N n * — * n = hu "” * 1 KY 
ae 96:7 ah * * . 5 PE be 0 5 7 n 5 7 
. 7 
* N 
- 


s — we” - My Lge of 
ba any ooo oor rage tf one IDS rgye en VE err {oe 


126 ru en of 


the road ſor Bruſſells, in which a e 
I expected to find Saxe Coburg. | 

In the ſhort {pace, of ha hardly a wendy had 
that gallant Prince dann, the immenſe army 
of the Convention through all Brabant; he had 
already purſued them beyond Mons, and was 


preparing to inveſt Yelenciennes. Theſe victories 


occationed the fall of Dumourier, and indeed 
ſcemed ſo extraodinary, that the Convention 
ſent four commiſſioners to direct him to appear 


before them; and appointed Bournonville, who 


accompanied them, to- mn nnen 

in his abſence. ' (LIM 
Dumourier, who aul . Welt be the 

event of his journey to Paris, and was un- 


willing to have his conduct made thę. ſubject of 


enquiry by thoſe that were ignorant of military 


operations, without delay ſeized on the cam- 
iſſioners, together with his deſtined ſucceſſor, 


Bournonville, and ſent them to Saxe Coburg: 


J met them at Bruſſetls, on the evening of the 


Ath April, under the charge of an Auſtrian 


officer, who was conducting them to Maeſtrirbt. 


From this officer, I learnt that the head- quar- 
ters were at Mons, whither I immediately re- 


paired; and on my arrival, about four o'clock: 
in the morning of the 5th. of April, ſeeing a 
centinel ſtanding at the gate of the inn where I 


alighted, I enquired who lodged there. To my 
| — 
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great ſurpriſe I was told the French General 
Valence. I aſked whether he was a priſoner, . but 
vas anſwered that he had deſerted, and had ar- 
rived there a few days before, and that he re- 
ceived all the honours of an Auſtrian General. 
1 then went to Saxe Coburg's head- quarters; 
he was in bed, but I was immediately introdu- 
ced to him; while I was yet by his bed-ſide, 
one of his Aid-du-Camps came into the room, | 
to announce that Dumourier, Egalits, (alias 9 
Duc de Chartres, ) Sullivan, Baptiſte, and ano- | 14 
ther, (Moni joy, I think) were then in the anti- 5 
chamber, ſent in by General Clairfait, to whom 5 
they had deſerted; they were immediately uſh- 
ered into the Field-Marſhal's preſence, and I 
withdrew. Their interview laſted ſome time, 
and the event was, that in a few hours, a ſort of 
. proclamation appeared, which, as it is ſo well 
known, I will paſs over. | 
At the Field- Marſhal's table, I that day met 
theſe extraordinary deſerters, each wearing the 
three- coloured cockade. After dinner the 
Prince called me aſide, and telling me that in 
half an hour he would give me a letter for the 
Duke F. of Brunſwic, and that he wiſhed me 
to haſten back to inform his Serene Highneſs, 
and the other Commanders, that Dumourier 
had come over, and that he meant to bring him 
| SM | to 
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to Antwerp, where a meeting of the Comal : 


ing.Generals, and ſome miniſters of the allies, 
was to be held on the jth of April. 

In conſequence of my orders, I ſet out im- 
mediately to carry my intelligence to the Duke 
Frederic of Brunſwic, at Bois le Duc, who being 
prevented by indiſpoſition from attending the 
meeting at Antwerp, had deputed General Kno- 
belſdorff in his place, Breda laying very little 


out of my road, I went that way to announce 


Dumourier's change of poſition, to the Hereditary 
Prince of Orange. By the road, as I expected, I 
met the Stadtholder on his way to the conter- 
ence, to whom I communicated the welcome 
intelligence in his carriage, and then en 


to the place of my deſtination. 


I found the Duke ſtill indiſpoſed, and. . 
ingly diſatisfied ; he talked of retiring, and 1 
fancied he was rather chagrined than ſick. - I 
remained with him, going on fuch expeditions 


as he choſe to command, until perſiſting in his 


refignation, he prepared to depart. I then ap- 
plied to his Sexene Higneſs the Stadtholder, to. 


place me in the Staff of his army. I was immedi- 
_ ately appointed, and received the commiſſion of 


Major, in the ſervice of the United States, on 


the th of May 17933 but on account of my ex- 


ertions on the 3 at Baerle-Hertog, my 
A commiſſian 


* 
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temmiſſion bears in its body the date of March 
15th, from which day my rank in the Dutch 
army takes place. 

1 remained at the Hague for a few days; and 
then returned to Bois le Duc, to prepare my 
equipage for taking the field. The Dutch army 
was collecting, and advancing towards the more 
active theatre of war. After being employed on 
different ſervices, I was, at length; while the 
Dutch lay at Menin, and its environs, fixed for 
a time at Bruſſels, for a political purpoſe. On 
my return from thence to head-quarters; an e- 


vent happened, which induced me to leave that 


army immediately, even without permiſſion, 
though not without announcing my departure, 
nor did I conceal the place of my retreat; it was 
to the army on the Upper Rhine. 

The King of Pruſſia was there at the head of 
his own army. Mayence had fallen, after an 
obſtinate reſiſtance, and was taken poſſeſſion of 
in his own name; he afterwards prepared to 
inveſt Landau in Alſace, and was before it at the 
time I arrived. 

I acquainted his Majeſty candidly, with my 
reaſons for having left the army of the Low Coun- 
tries. d © did not at the ſame time conceal the 
very haſty mode of my departure; to all which, 
my relation, this illuſtrious Prince attentively 


and graciouſly liſtened. F all of the higheſt con- 
R fidence 
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fidence in his juſtice, generoſity, and diſcern 
ment, I ventured to implore his royal protec 5 
tion, and permiſſion to ſtay with his army. This 5 
I the more boldly did, as I well knew him to | 
be a ſoldier, and perfectly incapable of any thing 
| | but great and bene volent actions. He was indeed 
BY endued with a ſoul which was worthy the ex- 
| alted ſtation he held. : 
1 Il likewiſe made my ſituation daun to the 
| gallant veteran General Wurmſer, who com- 
'* _. manded the Auſtrian army, and who, though far 
advanced in years, ſeemed to loſe all ſenſe of his 
3 age in the hour of exertion; he then indeed 
ſnewed all the fire of youth; and if he fell 
ſhort in activity, his knowledge, his ſkill, and | 
the maturity of his judgment, more than com- 1 
' penſated for the deficiency. 
0 The reigning Duke of Brunſwick was as with e 
Pruſſian army, and was left to command, when 
his Pruſſian Majeſty took the reſolution to retire 
to his own territories. The brave Conde was 
there with his little army of heroes, but never 
was Genetal better qualified to command the * 
moſt numerous. When he, from power, from 
extreme wealth and ſplendor, was with the 
whole of the nobility of France, ſwept away 
from his habitation, by the revolutionary®or- . 
rent, he did not diſpair. Depriveꝗ of his riches, 
he abridged his expences: from a truly princely _ 
a | board , 
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board reduced his dinner to a few diſhes, and 
invited always a certain number of his followers 
in rotation. In the field with his little army he 
did every thing that could be performed; and 


fo compleatly maſter is he of every part of the © 


ſcience- of war, that he commanded the good 
wiſhes of all- we knew how to appreciate his 
merits. His private life was in the higheſt de- 
gree amiable; a ſincere friend, a poliſhed and 
cheerful companion; the evenneſs of his diſpo- 
ſition, and the benignity of his heart, attached 
to him all who approached him. 

Soon after the affair of Pirmaſens and Weiſem- 
bourg, the King of Pruſſia withdrew from the 


field, and returned to his own dominions, leav- 


ing (as I before obſerved,) the gallant reigning 
Duke of Brunſwick to command the Pruſſian 
army. This diſtinguiſhed General's aſtoniſhing 


talents I will not attempt to deſcribe, as they 


far tranſcend my ablities; but to him, and to 


every other General, 1 have endeavoured, to do 


ample juſtice in a publication I now do my. 
elf the honour to announce, and of which 1 


have already given ſome intimation. This 


will contain a complete account, illuſtrated with 
the moſt accurate maps and plans of every re- 


markable movement made by the allied armies. 


during the three firſt campaigns of the war. 


As accurate plans are not eaſily forced to de- 
c 1 oy ceive, 
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ceive, military men, who were not there, will 
then have an opportunity of judging whether the 
Generals I have named, did or 4 not deſerve 
my praiſe. 5” If 
When the King of Pruſſia retired, all my 
hopes vaniſhed into air; ruined in-my fortunes, 
without home, without expeRation of employ 
whichever way I turned my eyes, the proſpect 
was equally dreary ; and, as if the hand of fate 
was lifted to my deſtruction, I juſt then re- 
ceived a deſperate wound, under the pain of 
which I long languiſhed. | 
- Worn out with fatigue, fainging with the 


_ loſs of blood, and ſtill more tortured with the 


anguiſh ariſing from the contemplation of the 
immenſity of my undeſerved misfortunes, a re- 
treat was neceſſary; but, alas! where was I to 
find it? or who would open a hoſpitable door 


I: to à poor wounded ſoldier, though I hope, at 


leaſt, in that capacity not degraded? Theſe 
' melancholy reflections had reduced me to a 
| ſhadow, and I looked forward to death as the 
| mmoſt deſirable of events. Thus circumſtanced 
I was induced to take up my reſidence in a 
little town of the interior, till my health ſhould 
again enable me to draw my ſword. | 
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t e LOIK char. XIII. 

: The ac s | Weir with Are. 4 4 of | 
Col. $.—The author ſets out for Augſburg i in Sua- 
bia, accompanied by: Mrs. S. Becomes acquainted 
with Baron D. Ompieda. — Reaches Augſburg.— 
aden. arreſted there, on the requiſition of the | 
the Baron D:Ompteda.—The , Baron rrives at 3 | 
Augſburg, and mates ſome vague general charges, 11 
-—Demands all the author's "Papers in the name of 9 

Vis Britannic Majeſiy. I be author writes. to Mr. E: 
Dundas. li extremely well treated during his 
. Confinement.——Recei de a leiter from Mr. Walpole 
with an oficial denial en the part of the Britjh 4 
gouernment, of any knowledge f i the tranſafio.—, 11 
| Decree. of ibe Senate. of Augſburg. —Remarks on "oF 
the decree 27 the Rey ind e of Mr, r, 
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frailties; for though I by no means pretend. to 
the character of a ſtoic, there is a baſeneſs in 
publiſhing any thing which can hurt the feelings 
of thoſe. whom heaven meant us to. prote 

whick my ſoul abhors. Vet I am now obli = 
to bring forward to the public an amiable War 


man. who owes her misfortunes to her huſbands 
* | brutally ; 
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F pbrutality; a woman who, adorned by very po- 
1 lite accompliſhment, and calculated by nature 
| | to charm, would be an everlaſting fund of hap- 2 
| ; | pineſt to the man who had fenſe to eſteem her . 
| | worth. 
1 Colonel S. was the huſband of this lady ; . 
4 : and he of all men leaſt knew, and leaft deſerved ' 
3 female merit in a companion; inſenſible alike | 
F: to love and honour, he regarded a wife only 
| E: | for what ſhe brought him ; if her purſe was but - 
1 "© to his mind, he cared not for her perſon. This 
iS extraordinary Colonel having publiſhed a moſt : 
: | ſcurrilous pamphlet concerningume, I ſhall give 5, 
FI the public ſome opportunity of judging between Y 
3 Aus: not that I ſhould notice any of his libels 
1 ſo far as J am alone concerned; but as his wife, 
|} and even her relations, or thoſe whom he thought = 
| proper to call ſo, came in for ſo large a ſhare _ 
| of rpiſrepreſentation and abuſe, that the ſale of 
1 bis work was ſtopped for fear of a proſecution ; 

3 feel myſelf called upon to refute his calum- 
F- nies. However, we are not the only objects of 
| X his ſcurrility, as ſome time before, without 
[ff Knowing how to write, he publiſhed a pam- 
1 phlet in which he abuſes almoſt every man 
| 3 Whoſe name he knows, and has even the*impu- 
| 7 dence to level, particularly the low ſlander of 
F his maltgnant pen, at that illuſtrious character 

op . ID the 
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the Earl of Elgin ; fortunately for the author, 
the blackguard ſtupidity of the performance 
took away its ſting. 
His origin is not worth tracing, but he firſt 
ranked as a Colonel in 1786, among the revol- 
ters in Brabant; whence after their defeat he 
fled to Paris. He there became acquainted 
with his wife, who uſed to viſit a family of re- 
ſpectability, with whom he was in ſome degree 

. of intimacy. The lady was not then quite ſe- 
venteen, and through his penſuaſions, was in- 
duced to conſent to a private marriage. This 


ſtep, as might be expected, much offended her 


father, who refuſed to give any fortune to the 


Colonel, but, conſented to allow her a yearly 


income for her own uſe; which the Colonel 
however turning to his purpoſes, ſhe became 
obliged to ſend her little bills for milinary and 


fuch like to the old gentleman. Finding how. 


the money he allowed was employed, he with- 
drew that fund, but e to pay her 
bills. 


the Princes of France, who were juſt then gone 
to Coblentz, ſoliciting leave to raiſe a regi- 
ment for them. As he knew the effects of beauty 
on men of profeſſed gallant ry, he conſtantly made 
his wife the bearer of his meſſages ; thus at once 
expoſing her to every temptation, and plainly 

K 4 proving 
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This gallant Colonel 1 next applied himſelf Ke, 
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proving to the world that he did not think her „ 
virtue a price by any means, too high for his 
own promotion. Still however her fame re- 
mained unſpotted; nor was it till ſhe was moſt 


| cruelly treated by him, till blows were added 


to inſults of every other kind, and till ſhe was 
leſt unprotected in a garriſon town, amidſt ſe- 
veral hundred officers „each of whom was ſtrivin 
to ſhew himſelf as far as poſſible the cont | 
of her huſband, that ſhe fell. „ n 0 0 
That ſhe fell into my hands, was more owing 
to the gentleneſs of her own heart than my de- 
ſert. True it is that I left nothing undone that | 
I could deviſe ; but though ſhe ſeemed to view ' 
my ſituation with pity, for I was then ſick and ; 
diſtreſſed, and ſhe had ſeen me in highly ho- 


'% 


| nourable dancer and the favourite of the 


great, it was long before a tender paſſion t took 


place. 


After ſome time I went to Augfburg in Sua- „ 
bia, and in my road thither, paſſed through Ra- e 
tiſbon. Here, among others, I became acquaint- 


ed with the Baron D'Ompteda, Hanoverian En- 


voy to the diet; I likewiſe had the pleaſure of 
finding the Count de Goertz, who had, as I be- 

fore mentioned, given me a letter of recon. 
mendation, while Pruſſian miniſter in Ruſſia, 

to his brother at Potſdam, who was, Aid-de- by 
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camp to Frederic the Great, when ] viſited that 
celebrated garriſon in the end of the year 1784, 
The ſeyerity ot my indiſpoſition had delayed 
me many weeks upon the road, and my expences 
had already far exceeded my calculation; the 
trifling ſum too, which was yet due to me from 
the army, was by my ,own appointment to be 
remitted to me, at the place of my deſtination: 
I therefore at leaving Ratiſbon, borrowed 32 | [ 
louis of the Baron D Omptedg, for which I | 
gave him my bill, | 
I continued my journey, and 1 Augſburg E 
without any material occurrence; but I had not ( _ 
been many days there, before I met with an ad- , 
yenture diſagreeable enough for the time. As 
ſoon as I was fixed at my hotel, I communica- * 
ted to the Right Honourable H. Dundas a plan 
which I had formed, and which though a very 
bold one had been honoured with the approba- 
tion of ſeveral diſtinguiſhed military characters. 
For its execution I had found near three hun- 
dred volunteers; the majority of them had been 
officers under Louis XVI. and all aſked no other 
reward than the ſanction of the Britiſh govern- 
ment, and to proceed to the attack under my 
direction., I was now ſo far recovered, that F 
felt myſelf ready to bleed again; and I once 
more ventured to cheriſh hopes, that I might be 
ſuffered to profit by my exertions without fur- 
. "a 
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ther moleſtation, or perſecution; promptneſs, 


courage, and my ſword were my only fortune, 
nor could I fo thriftily en it as in the har. 
veſt of danger. ER 

I flattered myſelf with vain ene 
at that moment, a new perſecution was levelled 
at me, from a quarter whence I men expected 
ſo baſe an attack. * 

It was I believe on the firſt of December 1795.4 
I was fitting on a ſopha, in the room. occupi. 
ed, in my hotel, in the very act of ſealing a ſe» 
cond letter to Mr. Dundas, renewing my folici- 
tations to be employed in the enterpriſe I had 
already deſcribed to him. Mrs. S. was fitting 
by me, little ſuſpecting that any evil awaited 
us—when in a moment, two different ſolding 
doors, which opened into my room, at oppoſite 
angles, were violently burſt open, and I ws 
inflantancouſly encircled, by a detachment of 


"infantry, to the number of thirty-ſix. They 


were commanded by a Lieutenant, wha told me 
I was his priſoner; I aſked him on what ac- 
count, but this he refuſed to tell me, or by what 


authority he came to arreſt me; I therefore ro- 
fuſed ro obey, and aſſumed a poſition of reſiſt- 


ance, till I ſhould be ſatisfied by what right he 
preſumed to act in ſuch a manner. The acting 


Burgomaſter was at hand, and immediately en- 


tering the room, aſſured me that the magiſtrates 
were 
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were themſelves ignorant of the cau/e, but that 

: my arreſt was in conſequence of a requeſt, made 

dy Baron D'Ompteda, the Hanoverian Envoy, 
YO Ratiſhon, in the name of bis Britannic Majeſty. 


His letter having been read to me, I ſurren- 5. 
dari immediately, as I knew that the city of 


Augſburg, at the requeſt of any Sovereign 
Prince of the Empire, is bound by law to arreſt 


any perſon and detain him for a reaſonable time, 


to ſee if any charge is brought forward againſt 


him. Nevertheleſs I could by no means com- 


prehend for what cauſe his Britannic Majeſty 
had defired my arreſt, and I was equally at a 


loſs to know how the Hanoverian Envoy, could 


act in the name of the Court of Great Britain, 
when there was a Britiſh Envoy then actually 
reſident at Ratifſbon. Beſides, my conſcience 


told me that I had never by any act whatever 


None, or meant to do, the ſmalleſt harm to 
the perſon or intereſts of my Sovereign, towards 


whom I had ever borne the moſt unſhaken af- 


_ fection and loyalty: | 
With theſe. reflections I conſoled myſelf; at 
the fame time that I endeavoured to aſſuage the 
alarm of the unfortunate lady, who had accom- 
panied me; I aſſured her that there my? be ſome 
miſtake in the bufineſs, that a few days muſt 


clear the whole up, and then 1 ſhould be ſet at 
liberty. 


"That | 
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guard of thirty-fix men; but as ſuch a croud oe- 


like wiſe refufed the uſe of pen and ink, and my 


been ſent off to Ratiſhon, to Baron D' Ompteda, 


fides, he was obliged to give ſome ſort of account 
of the authority under which he demanded.me 
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caſioned much confuſion and trouble in the 
houſe, and I was unwilling to put the maſtet to 
ſuch inconvenience, I was next morning, at my 
own requeſt, removed to the town-houſe. Two 
very comfortable apartments were prepared for 
me; an officer attended me, and there were eon 
ftantly four ſoldiers in the anti- chamber; I was 


papers were all ſeized; but Mrs. S. was per- 
mitted to come to me every morning, and re- 
main till evening, but alw ays in che proſence.of 
the officer. A n pit 

The moment * my 3 an a had 


and we waited with ſome impatience the charges 
he was to exhibit againſt me. In a few days the 
Baron arrived, and came to the very hotel where 
I had lodged, and where Mrs. S. ſtill continued 
to reſide; he, found fault in a very high tone, at 
the permiſſion ſhe had to viſit me, myſteriouſly 
pretending that my crimes were of great magni- 
tude, but ſtill without contlelotnding to parti- 


cularize even one. F % vals 
Aug ſpurs being a free imperial city governed 


by its own ſenate, in whom the ſovereignty re- 
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to be arreſted and detained in clqſe-cuſtody. He ; N 


now dared, in the name of his Britannic Majeſty, 4 
to require that all my papers ſhould be delivered ti 
to him and his advocate, whom, (the more to | 
ſhew that he acted in an official capacity,) he » 1 
ſtyled his charge d'affairs, for their inſpection. < 
* The conſequence of his making this demand | f 
in ſuch a high official ſtyle, and in the name of 1 


the King, was my arreſtation, a tranſlation of | 
the decree, for which purpoſe, I.here annex, the | 


14 

1 

original in German being depoſited with the | 

publiſher. Fu 5 11 

11 

1 

TRANSLATION. E | 

. | | i] 

EXTRACT. . Fi 

* PROTOCOLLI CONSULARIS. 1 

; , | * 1 
Done 4 Augſoargh th December 1793.) * 

« His Excel ey Baron D- Ompteda, miniſter of | io 

the king of Great Britain and Elector of Brunſwick 4 

Luneburg, at the diet of Ratiſbone, after having —1 

examined the papers of Mr. Liſle, declares, in | 4 | 

the quality of requirer, in the name of bis Britifh 41 


Majeſty, for the impriſonment of Mr. Liſle, 
calling himſelf a Dutch Major, as a Scotch ſub- 


Jet; and being under the neceſſity of going 
from 
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from hehe, in the courſe of to-morrow, he ap- 


__« SIR, 


points Mr. Kephalides, 1. U. D. preſent at the 
peruſing of the aforeſaid papers, for his — 
d' affaire in the whole cauſe.” ? 


My confinement was therefore continued in a 
ſtill cloſer manner. Mrs. S. was denied the li- 
berty of ſeeing me, and even my two ſervants ® 
were from the firſt, as cloſely tonfined as my- 
ſelf. A croud of circumſtances now preſſed 
upon my mind, and a kind of elucidation of my 
my ſterious PTR, ſeemed to glim- 
mer before me. I recolle&ted that Baron D- 
Ompteda, had always attempted to be particular 
with Mrs. S. and he might probably think that 
my confinement, and his threats would ftarve 
and intimidate her into compliance. In my own 
conduct I could find nothing of which his Bri- 


tannic Majeſty had any reaſon to complain. I 


therefore applied to the magiſtrates for leave to 
write to the Britiſh Government, which being. 
granted, I ſent rhe following letter to Mr. 
Dundas, to whom I had indeed before found 


means of privately writing a few lines. 


e To the Right Honourable HEunν⁰ Donbas. 
* 


| „ ArfcsBURG, Jas. 7, 1794. 
o * I nave already had the honor to ac- 


avalnt you, wich the very ſingular manner in 
which 


Ll 
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_ ferret by the Baron D'Ompteda, in the name of 
the King, without, however the Baron having -Þ | 
ſhewn any order for ſuch conduct; that arreſt 11 
{ill continues, to-morrow it is five weeks fince þ 1 
it commenced. 4 

« As à Britiſh ſubject, Sir, permit me re- 1 

queſt that you will be pleaſed to ſay, whether 3 
the Britiſh Government has any demands on 9 
my perſon? And whether the Baron D' Ompteda ; 
has been charged to arreſt me in the name of his 
Majeſty? And if ſuch an order has been given, 
at what time it was forwarded to the Baron? 
This is a juſtice which a Britiſh Miniſter will 
not deny, and which will enable me to expoſe 
and puniſh a man, who I am convinced ſearches 
my deſtruction, in hopes by that means to re- 
mave a barrier, which lays between him and 
the poſſeſſion of a woman, ors whoſe charms he 
is captivated. 

“The unrelenting fury wh which he perſe- 

cutes me, and the act of oppreſſion with which he 
diſgraces himſelf, and the diplomatique body, by 
committing, prove that he is actuated by ſome | 
motive which touches him nearly, and that mo- | { 
tive muſt be what 1 ſuſpect. 

* You well know, Sir, that in ſpite of the dif- 
| advantages which I labour under, no man has 
* been more indefatigable than I have been to re- ; 

cover 
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| moſt deſperate expeditions from yourſelf. And 
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cover myſelf; I have ES ſolicited the 


the general officers under whom I have ſerved 
will vouch that while at the army, I was ever 
cloſe to the points of the enemy's bayonets. Ag 
a proof of my good conduct, Sir, at a moment 


when I was without protection, and ſutrounded 1 


by malignant enemies, the firſt Captains under 
heaven gave me their confidence, and the 
Prince of Orange, as a reward for my alacrity 
gave ine a Majority in the army of the ſtate. 

« rely on your juſtice as a miniſter, your hus 
manity I have already experienced: and have 
the honor to be, with all that reſpect, to which 
your perſonal merit, and high Annen intitle 


vou, 


1 | 
« Your moſt humble 
« And very devoted ſervant; 
(Signed) * 1: G. Lisi, 


„„ 
« Pleaſe, Sir. to obſerve that I complain not of 
the magiſtrates of this place, far from it; they 


are perfectly diſpoſed to humanity and juſtice, 


they only comply with the requeſt made in the 
name of the K ing: was ſuch a requeſt made with 
authority, 1 myſelf would bow with fubmiſz | 


flon.”” 


, was 


"4 
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wy was extremely. well treated during my con- 1 
| Anh an excellent table being kept ſor mea 
and my ſervants were boarded at a conſiderable 
expence in the town houſe. A table was like- 
| wiſe kept for Mrs. S. at our hotel in the ſame 
ale as we had lived there, of. which 1 need 83 „ 
hardly ay, that it was not inelegant. W 
the mean time ſhe bad addreſſed a letter to 
Mr. Walpole, his Britannic Majeſty's miniſſer 
at Munich, in Which ſhe had ſeatec the af”. 24 
ſo far as came to her knowledge. „ 
1 had remained in priſon about fix weeks. i 0 
from the time 1 had wrote to Mr. Dundas, 5 N 1 
anxiouſly expecting ſome determination feemm 
the court of Great Britain, when Mr. Walpole 
wrote to me, and tranſmitted the Following ee. 
tract of à letter from Lord Grenvilſe: * ! 
„ Britiſh government has not demanded „% „% 
« arreſtation of Major Lille, nor has his Bri- \ 
* tiſh. Majeſty ay caſe of complaint againſt ON 4 
00 him.““ N W i „ 
Baron P- Gp had given oi! int 2 Ya 
letters addreſſed to me ſhould be ſtopped at 272 ag, 
the poſt=office.; but this being directed to me 


. 
8 


at the town houſe, went to the wagiſtrates, Fe "1 

who opened and ſent it to mo in that ſta tee. 
I at. firſt: refuſed to receive it, and aſked chem 5 ? 

if they: did not know that it came officially | 71 + | 

n Wan e They plies that war.” 5.4 3 | 
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did but that D'Ompteda, in the character of * 
his Majeſty's Envoy, had taken all conſequen- 
ces upon himſelf; and thus was I forced for 


the time, to ſubmit to the inſults of a man, FX 


who, intrenched deep in his diplomatic ſitua- 
tion, evaded the effects of law, which juſtly 
_ awaited the audacious impoſition he had prac- 
ticed on the Senate of Augſburg, by profaning ; 
the name of his royal maſter. - 

The conſequence of Lord enville's decla- 
ration was, that I was immediately diſcharged 
from priſon, and the. Senate pronounced t the. 
following « decree : 


K 
Rd 


(TRANSLATION:} 
(Decree of the Senate of Ausb.) 


essbar. the 11th of March, 1794 


18 hene) Baton b; Ompteda, 3 
Plenipotentiary of the Ele&or of Brunſwick Lune= 
burg, at the diet of Ratiſbon, having requeſted 
the arreſting of Major Liſle, pretending he _ 
was an impoſtor, and having taken on himſelf +. 
every conſequence of this impriſonment, 'and 
making himſelf anſwerable for it, his requeſt , 
was granted. But as his Excellency has not 
juſtified this ESO either by the 
charges 


| | * 
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charges of which he accuſed the Major, and 
which were partly of no conſequence, partly 
not verified, or having ſhewn | any authority 
from the Britiſh, Court, ( which, as he declared, 


was intereſted in theſe charges ) for making the 
requeſt of arreſting him in its name, or having 
juſtified it on account of the reclamation of 
92 Louis, lent to the Major, this impriſon- 
ment of which the expences fall on his Excel- 
lency is finiſhed, and the Major enlarged on 
conditions of engaging himſelf on parole dhon- 
neur, not to leave this town or its territory with- 
out having paid the 32 louis. With regard 
to further ſatisfaction, the Major, according to 
his own declaration, muſt addreſs himſelf to the 
_ his maſter. 

* Alfo, that the paper exhibited the 20th of 
January, cum adjundtis, ſhall be communicated 
in copia t to Dr. Kaphalides, his TE. $ A- 


torney.*? 


I muſt here intreat the reader o obſerve the 
different ſtyle in which the Baron is deſcribed 
in this, and in the decree of arreſtation, i in which 
he is called,“ Miniſter of the King of Great Bri- 
lain and Eleclor HF Brunfwic Luneburt. as he 
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had announced himſelf: But now the veil of im- 
polition was removed, and they ſtyle him whathe 
really was, Minifter Plenipotenttary of the Elefor. 
« of Bruafwick Luneburg ;** and to the perſon ' 
whom he appointed charge affairs, they give 
the title only of Al lorney. The charges he brought 
againſt me are ſeverely, but juſtly characterized, 
and his pretended authority declared not to 
exiſt. But the diſgrace of the tranſaction did 
not perhaps wound the Baron ſo deep as the 
expences; for as he had taken every conſequence | 
upon himſelf, he was ordered to pay all that had 
been incurred by my arreſt, amounting to a * 
ſum far exceeding my ideas, and far too heavy | 
for his purſe to bear without much inconve- 
nience. I poſitively refuſed to ſubmit to that 
part ofthe decree, which required me to give 
my word not to leave the territories of Augſ- | 
burg, till I had paid the Baron his 32 Louis- 
d'ors; for as I could obtain no ſatisfaction for 
my impriſonment without the tedious, and per- 
haps fruitleſs mode of applying to court, 'I was 
reſolved to detain the Wu trifling ine l 
could hope for. 

I was much indebted on this diſagreeable 6 
caſion to Mr. W al pole, who ſhewed me many p 
eſſential marks of friendſhip. I cannot attri- 


bute theſe to any perſonal attachment, as I had 


ouly ſcen him in my my to Augſburg, as I 


paſſed 


—_— 
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paſſed Munich; but the groſs inſult offered” to 
him in his official capacity, by a man who dared 
to his face uſurp his privileges for the worſt 
of purpoſes; to ſerve which he likewiſe auda- 


ciouſly proſtituted the name of his Sovereign, 


might induce” him to enquire into the affair ; 
an enquiry would convince him of the injury I 
was ſuſtaining by ſuch cloſe and unwarrantable 
confinement, and this probably made him con- 
ſider me as entitled to his protection. | 


CHAP. xiv. 


More accounts of the nature of the author's confine 
ment.— Finds means to convey a letter to the Duke 


Frederick of Brunſwick.-— Receives à letter from 


that great General in the moſt flattering terms. — 
Recetves indulgences from the magiſtrates, —I rites 
a letter to Baron D' Ompteda.—Copy of it.—The 
Baron rather chuſes to ſit down diſgraced, than to 
give the ſatisfattion required. —Goes to Manheim. 
A droll maneuvre there. Reterves a bayonet 


wound. — Proceeds to Cologne and Aix-la-Chapelle, 


where he finds Colonel S. has been bullying in his 
abjence,—Goes to Holland, hears the ſame ac 

accounts, but cannot find the Colonel, — Arrives in 

7 = The Þ | | England, 
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England, where the Colonel has been more lud: 
ſeeks him by every Aratagen and in every Nute, 


But in vain, 


Juver now return again to what paſſed du- i 
ring my confinement ; I had one ſervant aſſigned 

me by the Senate to attend on me, and to him 

I was obliged to ſpeak in the language which 
the officer who was with me uunderftood.* "My" © .- 


diet and lodging was perfectly good, and even 


elegant. Notwithſtanding all this ſtrictneſs, 1 
however found the means of conveying a letter 
to the Duke Frederic of Brunſwick, praying of. 


that juſtly renowned General to give me a cer- 


tificate of ſervice.” This letter was forwarded XP 


through the means of a Pruſſian officer who was 


there FRONT for the Duke's own oo 


ment. 


were very deſirous of knowing bow it was done, I 

gave them no ſatisfaction on that ſubject. 
About a week before the arrival of Lord Gren- 

ville's lexeer, the burgomaſters plainly perceiv- 


ing 


The Drave Duke Frederic, with that ſolide. S 
like promptneſs which diſtinguiſhes every action 

of his life, immediately ſent me a moſt flatter- 
ing certificate, which I likewiſe contrived to 5 
receive privately. As ſoon as I had read Wy: 
I ſent it to the Senate, who were aſtoniſhed how 

I could manage ſuch a buſineſs ; but though they 
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ing that D' Ompteda could not bring forward 
even the ſhadow of a charge againſt me, and 
ſuſpecting from various circumſtances that he 
acted in the name of his Britannic Majeſty with- 
out authority, gave me the liberty of walking 
about the town with a ſingle guard, more by way 


of form than ſeeurity. The firſt uſe I made of 


this privilege, was to write to the Baron in a 
manner to try whether he could ſhelter his want 
of courage, as well as his want of honour behind 


his diplomatic character. 

That letter having had no effec, I ſent him 
another in French which I made public, and 
of which the following is an exact tranſlation*, 


* To bis Exceſlency Baron D*OmerEDA. 
3 60 Hanoverian Emvoy, 
| x cc Ratisbon. 


Give me leave, Sir, to 4 an explana- 


tion of your conduct towards me. 
« 1ſt. By what title or by what right have you 


had the temerity to order me to be arreſted? was 
it as Miniſter to his Britannic Majeſty ? But 
were you, Sir, inveſted with that character? You 
who are only received at the Diet of Ratisbon as 


* For the oiginal, ſee the Appendix, | 
; 4 Miniſter 
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Miniſter of the Elector of Brunſwick Luneburg, 
and in whom the Senate of Augſburg has only 


acknowledged that title in its decree of the 11th 


of March 1794, which is here ſubjoined. 


* You have then done wrong to aſſume the 
quality of Miniſter of his Britannic Majeſty, as 


in the act done at Augſburg the 11th of Decem- 


ber 1793, of which I ſend you a faithful extract. 


It is not then by this title that you can haveany 
authority over me, 
«© Was it as being authorized by his a 


nic Majeſty? But how could you have the im- 
pudence to make the aſſertion? When you know 
that the real Miniſter of the Court of Great 
Britain, at Ratiſbon, has declared that his Court 


has not demanded my arreſtation, and that the 
King has no ſubject of complaint againſt me. 
« 2dly. Suppoling you to have been inveſted 
with all the titles which you have had the pre- 
ſumption to arrogate to yourſelf, did my con- 
duct merit ſuch hard treatment on your part ? 


he flattering teſtimonials and honourable em- 
ployment which have been beſtowed on me by 


the Princes, under whoſe ſtandards I have ſer- 
ved, ſufficiently vindicate my actions. 
J will not here ſpeak of my campaigns in the 


ſervice of Ruſſia, nor of thoſe I made in Ame- 


rica, in the army of his Britannic Majeſty, my 
Sovereign; but I ſpeak of the manner in which I 
diſplayed 


YP 
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diſplayed ' myſelf in 1793, when fighting under 
the commands of his Serene Highneſs the Duke 


of Brunſwick Oels, and afterwards thoſe of his 


Serene. Highneſs the Prince of Orange. The 
honourable rank which this Auguſt Prince 
granted me in the armies of their High Mighti- 
neſſes, proves the confidence he repoſed in me ; 
and if I have been deficient in my duty, it is 
for him, not for you to complain of it. 


After having made me undergo the 5 | 


unjuſt vexations, by condemning me for three 
months to the horrors of a priſon, where I, as 


well as my ſervants were detained in the 
_ cloſeſt cuſtody ; and after I have ſtaid another 


month in this city in order to give you time 
to prove the accuſations you brought againſt me, 


of which you were unable to verify even one; 


there remains for you now, Sir, only to give me 
an explanation of theſe iniquitous proceedings ; 
you know the kind of reparation I demand; you 


wiſhed to diſgrace me before the face of Europe, 
and it is before the face of Europe that I de- 


mand the ſatisfaction due to me. 
* wait your anſwer, 


And am, &c. &c. &. 
( Signed) « J. G. LIS IE, 
March 1794 N | | : 66 Major,” 
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Previous to theſe tranſactions I had prevailed 
on Mrs. S. to leave Augſburg; for as there 
ſeemed to me no end to the Baron's ſhi Ming and 
chicane, I who was no way verſed in ſuch prac- 
tices, was determined to give him an invitation, 
to finiſh the affair a little more in my ownh way:; 
I was therefore anxious to remove her from 4 
probable ſcene of diſtreſs. The letters 1 fent : 


him certainly contained hints plain enough to 


be taken; as he, however, ſeemed very dull of 
apprehenſion, I determined to ſpeak till plain- 
er; but as J found him equally inſenſible to the 
calls of honour, or the ſtings of inſult, and that 
he ſhrunk behind his diplomacy, I left him, fully 
fatisfied, that his courage, his honeſty, his ve- 
racity and his modeſty vor all upon a par. | 

As it was evidently in vain to ſeek any ſatis- 
faction from ſuch a character, beyond what 1 
had already received, through the decree of the 
Senate of Augſburg, I determined to give up 
the purſuit; J therefore ſet out for the Low 
Countries, leaving the Baron, ſufficiently in- 
cumbered by the expences his folly had incur- 
red, an object of ſcorn and ridicule to o all who. ; 
Knew the ſtory. 

At Manheim, J found it n to i Rep: a 
few days; during which, as I was not travelling 
with my uſual ſplendor, I remained incog. On 


my arrival i in that town, 1 was very much ſur- 
pa 
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priſed to find a guard placed upon me; I natu- 
rally enquired what was the reaſon of ſuch treat- 
ment, and was told that it was in conſequence of 


the conduct of the Dutch and Britiſh recruiting 5 


officers. Theſe gentlemen uſed, it ſeems, to 
hold out ſuch encouragement to recruits, as the 
Bavarian troops could not withſtand, but ufed 
frequently to deſert to enliſt with them; a gene- 4 
ral order had therefore been given to place a. 
guard oh every officer of either any; ms 5 
might arrive there. © | 
I immediately ſent a meſſage. to the. Fort 
Major, to inform him, that if he had tooked at 
the report I made at the gate of the town on 
my entering, he would have ſeen that I could * 
be by no means looked upon as a recruiter "oſs +6 
concluded with ſaying, that ſuch being the caſe, 
I expected my guard to be inſtantly removed. 
As he did not think proper to ſend me any im- 
mediate anſwer, I determined at once to be re- 
venged on him, and to remove this obnoxious . 
attendant; entering therefore into con verſation 
with my cetitinel, I prevailed upon him to de- 
ſert, to which indeed he made very little objec- | 
tion, except the difficulty of getting away. This 
was eaſily obviated, by putting him into my 
own Chaiſe, in' which I ſent him to the adjacent 
town of Worms, where an officer of my acquaint- 
ance lay, recruiting for the regiment of Salm 
then 
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then in the pay of Britain. This was a dingers ; 
ous buſineſs, but the pleaſure of outwitting the 
wiſe heads of the place was irreſiſtible; nor in- 


deed did any conſiderations of danger ever AY: y 


vent a plan I had formed. 


In the evening, a . other : 
arrived, with an apology for not attending 
earlier to my meſſage, which was owing to the 
abſcnce of the Commandant of the place. He 


next enquired for the centinel, who was not to 


be found, and as I could give no account of 


him, it was immediately concluded that he had HA | 
_ deſerted through my perſuaſions and aſſiſtance; See: 


but as the ſecret lay between him and me, it was 
in vain to make enquiries. SLE 
I left Manheim and paſſed through Pam 3 


where I ſaw my deſerter who had already put W 


the Britiſh uniform; but my chief reaſon, for 
going that way was to ſolicit the protection of 


that highly diſtinguiſhed General Field Marſhal 


Mollendorft, who was in that neighbourhood. 
Juſt then ſome affairs of poſts took place, not 
far from where I was; curioſity induced me to 


become a near ſpectator, in conſequence. of | 


which I received a wound with a bayonet in my 


breaſt, which detained me ſome time ak. the 


houſe of a friend near Bingen. 
When I was ſo far recovered as to be Sie 
again to travel, I proceeded to Cologne, and 


thence to Aix-!a-Chapelle. 85 
At 


$ % my 
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At Aix-la-Chapdlle,. 1 learnt chat Colonel S. 
the huſband of the lady who was with me at 
Augſburg, had been vowing the direſt- ven- 
geance againſt me; as ſoon as I knew this, I 
begun a very ſtrict ſearch after this furious an- 
tagoniſt, but to no purpoſe; the. Colonel had 
prudence in his anger, * very ſtudioully avoided... 
my preſence. _ 


I then paſſed inc Holland, white 1 again | 


heard of this redoubtable champion, who had 
been loud i in his threats of revenge; but here as 
at Aix-1d-Chap#lle, I could only find the echo, 
for the man was inviſible. 1 had not been 
many days in England before I heard of the 
ſame threats of vengeance; thus aggravated by 


F repeated provocations, I determined to find 
him if poſſible, and with this view ſought him 


in every place where he was likely to be found; 
I even went to Meſſrs. Learmonth's and Beaz- 
ley's, in Parliament-ſtreet, where he almoſt 
took up his reſidence, and after much conver- 
fation with theſe gentlemen, left an open letter 
for him, but this was inſufficient to TY him. 
forward. 


The world will hereafter hens of b extra- 
ordinary Colonel no more from me; and if he 


chuſes to attack me again with his pen, I ſhall 
refer them for his veracity to Monſieur de Calonne, 
and the dan of the Court of King's Bench. 

- CHAP. 
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. CHAP. xv. A 7720 N 6 
| | # 46 * e s rei for returning to lint "a 9 2 22 5 
wuaails onthe Miniſters with ome propoſals which . Ae 
ere rejected. Becomes involved in another mire * 72 * 1 = 2 
I fortune. — Is about to proceed to the Contineit, and 1 . 
3 put back by a Vorn. — Apprebeuded a taken. 1 A | 
| BEE Boro ſtreei.— Repeated examinations bert. Ri. ", 5 7 2 5 
dA diculous charges made againſt bim.—Would babe 7 72 15 5 
. been diſcharged but for Mr. Flood. — I. tied 5 
. and convicted, but retains many valuable . 0 
5 { . — Mr. Burke's friendly interference; ' copies of. : 
„ . : 55 Letters from bim. Mr. Boſwell, with one * of - 5 5 wy 
6 a: lauert. — Remarks 'of the nts 49 er 2 
Bs TT; ill vhage I had e on che dr s TL. 6 
5 | Rhine, by the repetition of things, which A 
; | conduct, during the time I had been with the. * 2 
. army, ought to have cancelled, had driven me Ale 
m8 77 away; in fact, had I been contented. to act e 4; 
c ö Ply in the routine of duty, I might have re- ; 
# mained unnoticed; but as I had nothing to. dep f 8 . 
F. pend on but my ſword, and the friends it mighit e 


gain me, I had only to do bold and daring 
things, or to remain in want and obſcurit 7)... 
had therefore on every occaſion caurted danger 

| e mn 
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and exertion; and I had gained the good opini- 
on of the moſt diſtinguiſhed Generals, by 


whoſe friendſhip (which I had determined that 
my conduct if poſſible ſhould cement, ) I ſeem- 


ed rapidly mounting to honour and independ- 


ance. Then it was chat men whom indolence, 
or ſomething worſe, prevented from. following 
my example, begun to enyy my ſucceſs, and 


they determined by the haſeſt arts to ruin the 5 


man they could not ĩimitate. 
As the Prufſians. had retired from ** field, 
my hopes from that quarter were at an end; bat 


as 1 had. received a liberal offer from a. Sove- | 
reign Prince of Germany, to raiſe men on very 


moderate. terms for the. Britiſh ſervice, I found 


it neceſſary to repair to England to endeavour 8 


to conclude the buſinefs. 1 laid my propoſals 


before the proper officer, but they were not ac+. + 


cepted, notwirhſtanding T had full powers 
(which are; fill in my poſſeſſion,) to contract 
for raiſing a- regiment. of '1800 men, and my 
real in a buſineſs, which offered me ſo — d- 


vantages, could hardly be doubted. * Ko a 


I now come to that part of, my "hiſtory, - 
which has been ſufficiently made the ſubject of 
public diſcuſſion, and for which I now am ſuf- 
: fering, how. moviroripulty. let others . b 1 
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had 8 of; a linen-draper, athr Welbeck. | 1 
ſtreet, a quantity of cambric and other articles 
for which I paid him ready money ; on the 
goods being ſent home, there appeared to be not 
quite enough for the purpoſe they were intend- 
ed for, and J ſome time after went to the ſhop | 
to compleat the deficiency. I had before men- 75 i 12 
tioned to the. ſhop-keeper, that I was about to 59 
return to the army, and ſhould grant ſome linen. 
. F again mentioned this circumſtance to him, and "of 5 
he ſhewed me a ſhirt, which he thought would 
- anſwer-my purpoſe, but of which ſort he bd 
but a very few made. I propoſed calling ano- 
ther day, when I ſhould .return to town with 2 
perſon Who was a better judge than myſelf of. | | 
the value of ſuch articles; but like, all other e 
* E. tradeſmen,” anxious to ſell, he requeſted that 1 
ſhould take it with me, and abſolutely. put it. 1 
into my ſer vant's hand to carry home If it 
did not meet with approbation I was to return bi 
it the firſt opportunity, but if it was liked was 5 
to order the quantity for ps. 1 ſhould have 
Fee, | 'Þ 75 | 15 
I was taken ill very ſhortly er this IRA - 
and not being able, on account of various diſap- 
pointments, to pay the money for a couple py W. 
dozen fuch ſhirts, I did not return; but conti» 
nually in the hope that I ſhould receive caſh, 


which I had _—_ to expect, I delayed from 
3 
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day to day; but my diffculties N and 


amidſt a multitude of troubles, the ſhirt was 
totally forgotten, and I was again going to Join 


the army on the Upper Rhine, once more to 


try my fortune. I had embarked on board the 
Rheinhauſen, of Hamburgh, in December 1794; 
but the ſhip. in a tempeſt having been drove 
on ſhore at Sheerneſs, and having received much 
damage, I came to town till ſhe was repaired, 
On my return to 'London, the ſon of an old 
acquaintance, who lent me ſome money, thought 
proper to have me apprehended; his charge 


againſt me was however laughed at; but no ſooner. 


was the matter known, than perſons who had 
never ſeen me, came to ſwear to frauds commit- 
ted upon them by me. Among the number, a 
hatter and hoſier, in Oxford-Street, ſwore 
poſitively to .my having cheated him of a 
bundle of filk ſtockings and two hats. I was 
thunder-ſtruck to hear ſuch an accuſation, as I 
had never ſeen the man before, and ſtill more 
when he ſwore to the 14th of June. On Mr. 
Bond aſking him whether any other perſon could 
ſwear to me, he produced his ſhopman and an 
apprentice boy, both of whom ſwore poſitively 


that I was the perſon who had defrauded their | 


maſter, When I heard the time aſſigned for 
the tranſaction, I was perfectly eaſy as to the 
event, being confident that I could readily 
M prove 
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L prove my having been upon the Rhine at that 
i time, and for ſome months after. Mr. Bond, 
4 

1 who I believe was well acquainted with this 
a circumſtance, nevertheleſs ordered the people : 
. | of the houſe where it was ſaid I had lodged, and 
= | - where the goods had been ſent, to attend; they 
5 did ſo, together with a hair-dreſſer; and all of 
. | them declared that I did not in any reſpect re- 
1 ſemble the gentleman who had done the buſineſs. 
. The hatter retired with diſgrace. As J was pretty 
. , warm with him, a fellow who had come for the 
2 purpoſe of exhibiting a charge againſt me, very 
1 boldly exclaimed, © Don't be ſo impudent, Sir, 
e you know you robbed me the ſame day!” but 


no ſooner did it appear, that it was impoſſible I 1 

. could have robbed either of them, than he alſo, 

4H hiding his head, ſneaked off. 

; Such tranſactions ought to make magiſtrates 
very cautious how they receive. informations 
from perſons pretending to be injured; the poſ- 
ſibility of miſtakes is very great, and too many 
from an obſtinate and fooliſh pride, will fooner 
deprive their fellow creature of life than acknow- 
ledge an error. I ſay nothing of the vindictive, 
and cruel, nor of thoſe whoſe trade is blood, and 
who for a little money, are but too ready to ſwear | 
what (though it may be very true,) they do not 
know to be ſo; I ſpeak of the good, and them 1 
wiſh to remember, that a momentary view can 
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give but a very imperfect idea of a face, hardly 


indeed ſo much . but that a change of dreſs will 
efface it. In my own caſe, I am convinced that 
nothing leſs than my being able to prove myſelf 
on the Continent, ſaved nie from being convic- 


ted by the hatter; for ſuch was the power of 


prejudice againſt me, and ſo poſitively, and ſo 
repeatedly did he ſwear, that a a jury muſt have 
been compoſed of no ordinary men to have re- 


ſiſted. 7 i 


A thouſand © "IRR ſe nos of ſwindling 


tranſaclions were now brought forward; among 
the moſt laughable were the following: 
| Mr. Strongitharm, of Pall-mall, ſeal engraver, 
being very ſhort, had got himſelf perched over 
the heads of the reſt of the aſſembly, like a creſt 
over a coat of arms, and complained that I had 
defrauded him. Mr. Bond requeſted to know 
in what manner; he ſaid J had ordered him to 
engrave a ſeal, after a drawing which I had given 
him, but had never called for it, adding that it 
was not quite finiſhed; Mr. Bond adviſed him 
to go home and finiſh it, for that the Major 
would probably call for it. A Mr. Warburton, 
a woolen-draper, in the Strand, likewiſe 
brought a charge againſt me; this bgevy : accuſa- 
tion however appeared to be, by his own account, 
that I had aſked him to give me credit, Which 
he had refuſed ; but even that was more than 
M 2 | trußh, 
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truth, for J ſolemnly ſwear I never before ſaw. 
the man, nor ever was in his houſe, 5 
But the ſummit of ridicule was climbed by 
Mr. Clay, of Birmingham, who bawled out 
aloud that I had cheated him, Mr. Bond im- 
mediately aſked how I had done it. Mr. Clay 


ſaid he held a note of hand of mine, for, I think, 


ten pounds, Mr. Bond enquired where it was ? 
At Birmingham was the reply. © What is its 
date?” © About ten years.” A loud laugh 


immediately ſhook the whole audience, and 


Mr. Clay' was told that that office was not the 
place to recover debts; beſides that the ſtatute of 
limitations ſtood as an inſuperable barrier in his 


way. This was the more malicious on the part 


of Clay, owing to another laughable circum- 
ſtance. About the time he ſpoke to, I did really 
borrow the money of him, for which I gave 
him a note payable at the houſe of a very re- 
ſpectable gentlemen, but whoſe ſingularity of 
name, gave riſe to ſuſpicions in Mr. Clay's ſa- 


pient brain. That night, or the night follow- 


ing, there appeared in the newſpapers, one of 
thoſe paragraphs that are calculated to ſet the 
world a ſtaring, ſtating that a fraud on the Bank 
to a very large amount had been committed, 
and giving a deſcription of a perſon, which 
nearly agreed with my own. Clay read this, 
and forthwith went to conſult with a juſtice of 
the 
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the peace in the neighbourhood, by whoſe ad- 
vice and affiſtance I was taken into cuſtody at 


Shrewſbury, where they detained me till they 
ſent an expreſs to town, Sir Sampſon Wright, 
who was then alive, on receipt of the letter of 
theſe wiſe men, returned for anſwer, that © xo 
© $UCH.CR!ME HAD BEEN COMMITTED, and that 
© the beſt thing they could do was to make the 
© matter up with me. On account of the civi- 
lities I had received from every reſpectable in- 


habitant of Shrewſbury, I was induced to drop 


all ideas of proſecuting Clay and the Juſtice, and 
contented myſelf with making them pay all ex- 
pences there and my horſes back to town. 1 
further told Clay he might burn my bill, for I 
ſhould never pay it; nor did I hear of it from 
chat day, until he made as related his fooliſh 
harangue in Bò u- ſtreet. 
Nothing of courſe could be made of ſuch fri- 
volous complaints, and the linen-draper, who it 


ſcems belongs to that moſt creditable ſociety, infli- 


tuted for the proſecution of fwvindlers, (a term 
unknown in the law of England,) had applied” 
to the attorney of that body, who, on the ſeventh 
or eighth time that I went up to the police 
office, ſent his clerk with a letter to the magi- 
ſtrate. This letter was read and ſtated, that 
after the matureſt deliberation, he could not 
make any thing but a debt of the tranſaction, 
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and tber fore he ſhould not — further, 


nor would the linen-draper appear again at the 


office. | | 
I now thought myſelf on the eve of liberty, 
when that aide magiſtrate, Mr. Flood, who 
had no concern at all in the buſineſs, being 
merely a ſpectator, inſiſted that I ſhould be fully 
committed; he maintained that if my former 
conviction was juſt, (a point on which even yet 
lawyers are by no means unanimous,) then the 
preſent caſe muſt be felony; he further directed 
that the linen-draper ſhould draw up his caſe, 
and lay it before Mr. Sylveſter, for his opinion ; 
in the mean while I was remanded for another 
hearing. The next day Mr. Bond fat at the 
office; I was brought up, and Mr. Sylveſter's 
opinion upon the new ſtatement,” which the 
linen-draper had made out to lay before him, 
was, that the tranſaction was felonious, of courſe 

I was fully committed for trial. 

My trial is yet recent in the memory of all 
the world; how my obtaining the ſhirt as rela- 
ted, and as it appeared in evidence, could be a 
theft, I leave to that world to judge; but fo it 


— 


was called, and the j Jury by their ſecond verdict 


found me GIL TY. 

As every one who knew my caſe, thought i it 
{to ſay no worſe of it) extremely hard, I with 
the more-confidence applied to my friends, who 

in 
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in their turn leſt nothing undone to ſerve me. 
Among other diſtinguiſhed characters, the late 
celebrated Mr. Burke took amazing pains to 
do away or mitigate my.ſentence. Ar firſt in- 
| deed, before he knew my real conduct, he was 
not totally free from that univerſal prejudice 
which had taken place in the minds of almoſt 
all the world; but his ſentiments will be much 
better known from his own words, than from 
any deſcription of mine. In ſhort, Mr. Burke 
writing coolly and diſpaſſionately on any ſubject, 
muſt be read with pleaſure by all mankind, and 
I therefore cannot conceal this letter, though 
not favourable to myſelf, from my readers. 


(COPY) - 
From "the Right Honourable EDM. Bu nk E : 


Tal, E. DEVEREUX, Eſq. 
35, St. Famess-Place, LONDON. 


© Ocroztr the 19th, 1795, 
« DEAR SIR, 


“IJ po full juſtice to the prin- | 


« ciples of humanity, which induce you to take 
* an intereſt in the fate of Mr. Semple. There are 
« circumſtances of compaſſion in his hiſtory, that 
« would induce one to wiſh that the ſeverity 
* of the law was not to take place, with regard 
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| « to that unfortunate gentleman. Had the judg- | 
4 | ment been capital, I ſhould take a warm part 3 


e 


e for its mitigation. But I have very different 
e ſentimengs with regard to tranſportation. A 
« perſon without fortune or profeſſion, and who 


Se Te 
is N 


b „ has the misfortune, by the ſentence of a court 
; . of juſtice, to loſe his reputation, cannot poſ- 
7 e (ibly live but by a repetition of the ſame, or 


te ſimilat practices to thoſe, which have firſt 1 
e brought him into his difficulties I venture to 
* ſay that it is nothing at all ſhort of a moral im 
e poſſibility he ſhould. Now, I ſubmit it to your 
« very good ſenſe, whether, in ſuch a caſe, the 
« very worſt ſort of puniſhment, and that which 
« admits no hope on this ſide of the grave, does 
* not become an event very much to be appre- 
* hended; and whether you or I would like 
« hereafter, to conſider ourſelves by an ill under= «+ 
« ſtood lenity, to be the means of his lofing his 
e life with aggravated diſgrace to himſelf and 
'  , _* to his family? For my own part I look upon 
\ . tranſportation, to be, without queſtion, an _ 
| « unpleaſant remedy; but ſtill a remedy in a deſ- | 
© perate diſeaſe. He goes to a place where he is 
not oppreſſed by the judgment he has ſuffered ; 
* and where none but honeſt ways of life are * 
open to him. The climate is good, the foil is 
„ not unfavourable. There is even fbme- choice 


© in the ſociety. God knows that they who have 
« ſuffered, 
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© ſuffered, and even deſervedly ſyftered, by the 
* ſentence of the lay, are very far from the 


« worſt or moſt diſagreeable men in the world. 
Jaſſure you that if I were to fall into a mis- 
fortune of this ſort, and to have youth and 


« vigour of body and mind; I ſhould think 


this change of place to be a thing to be de- 


« ſi red, not ſhunned. If I were a friend of Mr. 


« Semple, I would of courſe adviſe him, after 
humbling himſelf before God, to look reſo- 
* lutely on all, in this kind, that man can do to 
ce him. He is a military man. Let him encoun- 
ter his i}]-fortune bravely, and reſolve to ob- 
© tain by his fortitude and future integrity, the 
e eſteem of all thinking and worthy minds. He 
* has no loſs at afl in loſing a country where 


* 
o 


La 


* he has loſt his place in ſociety; and as to 


<< tranſportation to any other country in Europe 


«or America, the Engliſh newſpapers, among 


* the infinite evils they produce, ſpread ſuch. 


things as thoſe that relate to him into every 


quarter, and never ſuffer a man to recover 


„his reputation. If I cannot give my aſſiſt- 


„ ance to this poor gentleman's releaſe, it is 


% upon motives of good will to him to the beſt 


of my weak judgment; but if his powerful 


relations, or others who are his friends, and 
« diſpoſed to compaſſion towards him, will con- 
1 tribute to the alleviation of his circumſtan- 

* „ hgh 
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© ces, you ſhall command my mite in the con- 
& tribution ; and 1 ſhall uſe my beſt intereſt with 
« Mr. King, that Mr. Semple may be recom- 
10 mended to the Governor of the Colony, ſor 
« every ſort of attention to his perſon and his 
_ « eſtabliſhment. I wait your commands. 
. “And am, &c.“ 


After the receipt of this, I laid my creden- 
tials of ſErvice before this great and good man, 
and theſe ſoon inſpired him with far other ſen- 
timents. He now no longer conlidered me as 
the deſperate depredator, but as (if I know my- 


{ ſelf, I really am) a man miſguided by violent 
. paſſions, who had done wrong, but who never 


hid any premeditated ſchemes to deceive. 

Impreſſed with theſe ſentiments, he wrote 3 
very warm letter to John King, Eſq. one of his 
Majeſty's Under Secretaries of State; which he 
had the politeneſs to:ſend to me under a flying 
feal to peruſe, and to forward, I now lay it 
before my readers ; and if the former exhibits 
all the placed benevolence, this lar glows 
with all the firc of Burke. 
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From ths. Right Honourable Red Boas, TD b 
To A e. E/q. er of State, 3:1 
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My DEAR Sig 
* I sxNnD you a letter I received juſt 
now, which is written to a very much reſpect- 
ed friend of mine, by the unfortunate Major 
* Semple; it is attended with ſeveral documents 1 
tending to ſhew, what I believe is extremely | Tl 
true, that this unhappy gentleman ſo condu&t=..  _. 
ed himſelf abroad as to obtain no ſmall degree Ti IM 
of conſideration. You will be ſo good as to fi 
preſent Thoſe papers with my moſt reſpectful 11 
and affectionate compliments to the Duke of | | 
Portland; and you will, I am ſure, yourſelf® 1 L [ 
warmly recommend them to his Grace's moſt | 
ſerious conſideration, ſo as to obtain a reſpite $0 
of the ſentence till the next embarkation, and 21M 
until the full extent and true nature of the of- — 411 
fences are aſcertained, and compared with the 1 
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rigour of the ſentence. If one great object | i 
of criminal juſtice, that is, the removal of the s 4 | 
offender from the ſphere of his offences, his | 1 
habits, and his temptations, is obtained, every = 
rational as well as every humane perſon would | 8 
wiſh him every means of becothing of uſe in _ | N f 
ſome quarter of the —_ where, far from | | [1 


« being 
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3 


being noxious, he might be uſefully and ho- 
nourably employed. 


% You are yourſelf a lawyer; you well remem- 


ber your friend, my late brother; you know 
that no man had a clearer head, or a more 


upright heart. He had, as Recorder of Briſtol, 


a good deal of experience in the criminal law; 
and I verily believe a better criminal judge 
never did exiſt. I have often heard him ex- 
patiate with no ſmall indignation againſt the 
confuſion which began to prevail in the cri- 
minal juriſprudence, by which the diſtinctive 
lines of offences were effaced, or at leaſt ren- 
de red miſchievouſly uncertain, The confuſion 
of fraud with felony (a new practice) he held 
to be highly pernicious ; and for one I look 
upon it with horror. By this means men arc 


entrapped by the law-itſelf. The law ought 


as religiouſly to prevent one crime being pu- 
niſhed as another, as it ought to ſave inno- 
cence from being puniſhed at all. The law 
itſelf getting into this crookedneſs becomes 
the ſwindler, and gets the blood of men under 
falſe pretences, much worſe is it than under 
falſe pretences obtaining their money. 


* On this head, I will ſay no more juſt now 
than this, that when the law (if it be law or 


can be law) is ſo very vicious; the mitigating 
power of the Crown, cannot be fo well em- 
ployed as in preventing its having its worſt 
effects. 

« I once 
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ec 10 once more moſt humbly, and earneſtly re- 

«© queſt that this matter may be leſt open to the 

.. matureſt conſideration. I ſhall be much obli- 

ged to you for your godd offices on the oc- 

caſion, and am, always, with moſt ſincere re- 
© ſpect and affection, .. + | 


* My dear Kinc, 


« ' Your moſt faithful, 
6 And obedient humble Servant, 


BEACONSFIELD, 


Onober 26th 1795. os Epnvyny Bugxs,” 


" You will be Pleaſed to return bis papers to the un- 
' * fortunate Mr. Semple after you have made uſe 
D of them ; There are eight Pieces. 


Among a mamber of thoſe reſoecentlil per- 
ſons, who applied in my behalf to thoſe in 
power, I cannot bat mention James Boſwell, Eſq, 
the intimate friend of the great Dr. Johnſton. 
He preſented a petition from me, and not re- 
ceiving any anſwer, he called at the Secretary 
of State's Office, where he left a letter, of which 
he incloſed me a copy, in theſe words: 


* To Joan Kino, £/q. Under Secretary of Slate. 


cc Sis, 


* I uzer at your houſe on Sun- 
a * day night a n from Major Semple 
Liſle, 
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* had been ſo good as to fay you would deliver; 


* ind I wrote on Monday to his Grace reſpect. 
* ing a ſhort audience, as ſrom my having ſeen 
the unhappy man's papers white he was laſt 


upon the Continent. I could enforce his ap- 


r plication for the royal mercy,which he ſolicits, 


on condition of his tranſporting himſelf for 


ever, inſtead of being tranſported. for ſeven 
years; by which commutation the public 
* would be a gainer. 

« Having as yet heard nothing on the e ſubject 
* from his Grace or yourſelf, Sir, may I beg to 
© be favoured with a line, to infarm me whether 
ee hopes of ſucceſs may be entertained ; and that 
ce you will be pleaſed to contribute) your humane 


ec 1 am, Sir, 
© Your moſt a 
Humble ſervant.” 


Pl 
Secretary of States Office, 
10th 1795. 


letters I have inſerted, not becauſe 
and Mr. Boſwell were the only gen- 
en of diſtinction, who intereſted themſelves 
>; but becauſe they are characters of ſuch 
celebrity and genius, that had my erimes been 
ſuch. 
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ſuch as the world has been taught to believe, 
they muſt have ſeen them and deſpiſed me. 
Their friendſhip is my greateſt honor, next 
to that of the diſtinguiſhed Generals, under 
whom 1I ſerved on the Continent ; and I am 
happy to ſay, that I have not yet found one 
enemy among thoſe whoſe friendſhip was $ worth 
the er c 
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The author remains 2 years a pri ner! in Newgate. JF 
, — Begins to entertain hopes that be will not be Al 
ent away.—The ſheriffs attempt to ſend him away , 
in an abrupt manher.—His deſpair and its conſe= "4 
guences.— Reflections on this action, and the con- | 1 4 | | 

5 | 

6 


eee. 


duꝭt of the fheriffs.—Sent down to Portſmauth.— 7 
 Recerves the kindeft treatment from Mr. _Dyne, ” | 

contractor for tranſports.®—Embarks on board 5 $ ' 
Lady Shore.— Finds the ſhip in a tate of nutiny. * 
Different inflances of the mutinous behaviour of #' 1b 
the ſoldiers of the New S. Wales corps.—Pu- | 
* Nlaninity of their _ 
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1 1 65 remained a priſoner, in Newgate, on . 
what is called the ſtate ſide, where I enjoyed an 
apartment 
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apartment to myſelf, upwards of two years; 


during which time, many of the moſt diſtin- 
gui ſhed ee had, as I have already ſtated, 


done every thing they could to ſoften the rigour 
of my ſentence. Though I had received many 
aſſurances, that there was no intention of ſend- 


ing me from that jail, ſtill, whenever I heard 
of the ſheriffs having obtained an order for the 
removal of priſoners to the hulks, 1 naturally. 


ſelt myſelf uneaſy, and renewed my applications; 
the anſwers I reccived were of the ſame tenor, 
til] my fears gradually ſubſided, and I conclu- 


ded, that ſhould his Majeſty's miniſters in the 


end determine to ſend me abroad, they would 
at. leaſt ſuffer me to remairf where I was, until 


the ſhip in which it was meant I ſhould embark, , ; 
ſhould be ready for fea; and that after having 


been ſo long detained, ſome ſhort notice of my 


departure would be given me. How much rea- 
| ſon T had for my opinion, may be ſeen by the 


following extract of a note from Mr. Kirby, 
keeper of Newgate, a gentleman to whoſe huma- 
air I have the higheſt obligations: Tons 
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DS 0 © „ Can mou fas 
« any event hoſtile to your feelings ſhould take 


s place, after what I have ſaid to you, and I not 


* inform you? no, be aſſured you are ſecure—I 
need 
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te need ſay no more, you will reſt ſatisfied till I 


5 ſee you. 2 | 
& K. 


| Early in the month of December, the ſheriffs 
had obtained an order, ſuch as is ordinarily 
given twice or thrice a year, for the removal of 


| convicts, in which it would appear, they were 
determined to include me, though they kept 


their intentions a ſecret. One evening as I was 
ſitting in my room, one of the turn-keys came 


and told me that a gentleman who did not wiſh 
to come in, deſired to ſpeak to me in the lodge. 
As this had more than once been the caſe, I 


went without delay, in my ſlippers, and without 


a hat ; but immediately found myſelfſurrounded 
by the officers of the place, who, ſhewing me a 
coach then at the door, told me I was going 
immediately | into the country. I however found 
the way back to my room; Mr. Kirby, junior, 
and two of the turn-keys, who had ever behaved 
to me with the greateſt kindneſs, followed me. 
I was now driven to diſtraction, but though en- 
raged to the higheſt pitch of madneſs, I could 
not raiſe my hand againſt thoſe from whom I 
had experienced nothing but friendſhip. I was 


beſides unarmed; but in my frenzy, I ſnatched - 


up a round pointed breakfaſt knife, with which 


I made a blow at my breaſt: I ſtruck too high, 
. N = and 


IE — 


„I by no means intend to juſtity the violent act 


me; and of this they determined to profit, well oy” 


their grea! humanity. might be pleaſed to order 
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and the knife would riot enter ; but 1 repeated 
the ſtroke lower dowa, and plunged it to the 
handle in my body. Thoſe about me were 
fhocked and aſtoniſhed, and ſeemed incapable pi 
of thought or action, till Mr. Kirby drew the 
knife from my breaſt, and JI defired them to 5 
help me off with my coat, which being done, I 

calmly laid down. 's 


I committed, but I was driven to deſpair, by 

the unaccountable conduct of the ſheriffs. It 

feems they have the privilege of /e/eing the 
perſons, who are to compoſe the number or- | 
dered by the Secretary of State to be ſent off; 

and for reaſons which are yet unknown to me, 

they had reſolved not only to ſend me away, but 

to take me unwares in the fingular manner 1 

have already deſcribed. To take me unawares, 

was the only method in their power to diftrefs | 


knowing that from my extenſive correſpondence 
with the moſt diſtinguiſhed perſons at home, 
and on the Continent, -I muſt, if taken by ſur- 
priſe, leave many papers which I highly eſteem- 
ed at their mercy. I muſt beſides be unpro- 
vided with ſo much as a change of hnen, til! 


me ſome of my own little ſtock. But above all, 5 
my well knew that 1 muſt leave thoſe who are 4 
1 EN dearer . 
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| deatcs,y0 me than life; and that to be thus torn _ 
Fom.rhen, without ien. an Adieu! was the ſe⸗ 


Nr. 


The pretext, od; it is a mere e pretext, 72 theſe 


ſudden removals, is, that the convicts are riot- 
ous and diſorderly when about to he ſent off; 
this is, true in the crouded part of the priſon, 


where the poor wretches are, without 4 mament's 
warning, awaked put of their ſleep in the dead of 


nigbt, and burried af. They then are apt to. 


break the few trifling utenſils they have got, and 
to make much noiſe; but when they have had 
previous notice, I have ſeen them go away 
peaceably and quietly, without making any diſ- 
turbance. But this did not even furniſh a rea- 
fon in my caſe, as I was neither i in a crouded 


part of the priſon, nor had any communication 


whatever with thoſe under ſuch ſentences as my 
ſelf. Beſides, the ſheriffs ought to have con- 
ſidered, that though I was all ſubmiſſion to che 
ſentence of the law, I was not to be intimidate 
and that it yyas poſſible to drive even men of 
the mil ſt temper to ders of madneſs by unne- 
ceſſary ſeverity. ' Of this they would have been 
_ ſatisfied, had they been preſent \ when their may 
date was announced to me. 
1 ſhould by no means have felt pr leaſt re- 
| ſentment againſt the ſheriffs, for having in my 


turn * me away, but that turn had paſled for 
Na 2 pA | twelve 


* FE 2 
. Is * 
„ 2-4 $27 re een 


re 


—— x * wok > — 
K 1 — 
- < — 


N 


F 
8 : 


” * * YN 
7 
tb EA, * + : 4 
8 8 — 4 - 
2 * 4 ** . 1 9 . 18 6 * ann * 4 4.4 4 oy "Ive K , : Pg 2 
* 4 > 8 8 13 4 2 : . 2 LOR 2 15 N 1 5 y ; . 1 2 N 2 2 hel ul It. 2 225 br 33 3 
a 2 , TOA © 8 4 2 1 abt nl pate I ³· et AE OT Mz rn "I 2 n *** r 1 RRR e 3 . 8 2 ow 
5 * * „ * . — 77 Wr — * : - 3 5 7 * CF. = * - q tate” pn > 9 * A — ons — . = 4 * rr i 
ws 4 * 45 2 IS + «> „ . TEES. I ONS at 1 — or 4 te fr et? 82> — * e et e 8 3 9 a 
Nee ; l ' work * . a 1 — 
; y : — 8 . 2 — 
* _ — 1h m—_ n * * r 5 nn 2 * * LY - = * r 7 — 
e I nn ring. . 2 COT 5 at 2 + 4 d ATA We cod e f 2 A 5 2 1 
— — . a NR — = uni. * mb: . * 0 3 S gs Gb IT REES ga nies wo ot 3 — — — 5 Wes * r r 4 A EC a. * Ne 
— 1 . 2 * . 
_ "4; 5 2 9 8 5 - - P Fro — ay, 2 + 0 .”7 - 
" —EF IH TY PR — ou " - — * — * W. a. oo r r a "4 5 22 . 4 SIE * 2 +, — - 
K > < n 2 N 9. <6 a. > 2 44 LS <4 S — — 1 = 2 2 af 


S 


180 THE LIFE or 


twelve months and more; and it may be ſeen 
from Mr. Kirby's note, that I had no reaſon to 
think that I ſhould be hurried off without time. 
ly notice. I had even much higher authority, 


which I am not at liberty to give up, for be- 


lieving that it was not the tntent of government 
that I ſhould go at all; indeed his Majeſty's 
Miniſters ſeemed inclined to take into conſider- 
ation the blood I had ſpilt for my country, and 
make ſome allowance on that account, This 
their liberal conduct towards me, determined 
mine in the hour of danger, when the mutineers 
ſeized the ſhip, and when my reſiſtance was 


firm, but rendered ineffectual by the ina7iom of 


the officers of the troops. Whether however 
circumſtances might afterwards have induced 


them to ſend me away, I cannot with abſolute 
_ certainty. determine; but I am confident they 
+ would have ſent me immediately to the ſhip, 


and they would have given me ſufficient notice, 
to make the neceſſary preparations for fo long a 


voyage, and this was all I had deſired! But 


383 


the benevolent ſheriffs, —+ 
— — —¾ would have pp 
| themſelves degraded by a generous or humane 
act; and, I dare ſay, would have thought it 
rare fun to ſend a gentleman to the hulks. 

I remained without any further interruption, | 
till, I think, about the end of February, when, 
after 


* 
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after notice given me of ſome days, I was re- 
moved to Portſmouth, after having received 
marks of the moſt humane attention from ſome 
of the firſt perſons in the kingdom. On my 
arrival, I experienced the utmoſt exertions of 
humanity from that moſt worthy character, 
Mr. Dyne, the contractor for tranſports, to 
Whoſe care I was conſigned; that gentleman, far 
from wiſhing to add to my ſufferings, did every 
1 thing he could to alleviate them. Inſtead of 
being ſent on board a hulk, I was put on 
board, what is called, the hoſpital ſhip, where I 
had a cabin to myſelf, and every accommoda- 


tion I could wiſh; and here I remained till the | 4 | 
Lady Shore came round from the river. 5 1 

When I went on board the Lady Shore, I. 1 
found ſorne perſons, whom by their dreſs, I : 4 
| ould have ſuppoſed to be ſaldiers ; but their : q 


- diforderly and mutinous behaviour ſoon con- 34 


vinced me, that whatever they might be called, | 0 
they were in fact moſt daring mutineers. I had 9 
not indeed been many hours on board, when a : | 
ſcene preſented itſelf, which ought to have | | 
warned any officer of his danger. Though the — 1 


Britiſh fleet laying cloſe to us, was then in a ! || 
ſtate of open rebellion, the whole of the officers 
of the New South Wales corps went on ſhoxe, 
and left the charge of the detachment, I think. | 
74 in number, to a Serjeant of the name of in 

N 3 3 kugbes; i 
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Hughes 3 in their abſence, Hoßhes thi ought pro 

| per to go on ſhore too, and when the officers 
returned, was not come on board. When rey 
came, which they did all together, the Com- 
mander enquired for him, and before an aufer 
was well given, he appeared along ſide in A 
boat. Phe commanding officer in perſon, or- 
dered him on board, to which he replied, be, 
would zot come till he had feen his goods out of "the : | 
boat. The officer repeated” his comma nds, and . 
Hughes replied in a language which I will not 
repeat; ; ſtrange to tell, the officer calmly walk 
edi into his cabin, without — the leaſt no- 
"tice of the inſult. SA 
The ſame day, if I recollect well, Sir Jer6me 

. Fitzpatrick came on board, and to him I re- : 
lated the ſtory, as I was even then con viiiced 

that the ſhip muſt fall à victim to mutiny; it 

| = was not however in Sir Jerome” 8 province, „h 

having introduced and recommended me to' the 

. officers, took leave. 2 

2 | The mutiny then raging on board 1 

| 


| ty s ſhips, by which we were ſurtounded,” W; is, 
[T ſuppoſe, the reaſon why we were 6rlefed * to 
fall in an unuſual hurry, and with be: 
inſtead of the Eoft India convoy. y + of the * 
"Kinous ſtate of the ſhip, let the concurrence © of 
"Mr. Black, our purſer, bear teftimony "with 
me; that gentlemianggin” a ſetter o His“ facher, 
bt dated 
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dated May 1ſt, 1797, and which N 
publiſhed, ſay, 

1 ſincerely wiſh (as do all the ſhip! com- 
ec pany,) that we were now laying at Rort- 
* Jackſon, delivering our precious cargo, inſtead 
« of Torbay ; for the ſoldiers are the moſt dif- 
e agrecable, miutinous ſet, of villains that ever 
© entered i; to a ſhip. Two of the ſerjeants 
cc behaved ſo ill, that Captain Willcocks was 
© obliged to inſiſt upon their commanding offi= 

cer confining them in irons; for they have 
their own officers on board, and the Caprain 
* and officers of the ſhip have no power over 
them. Major Semple is a quiet kind of a man, 
and I have no doubt will behave like a gen- 
e tleman and give us no trouble.—He was ſome 
<« days ſince applied to by two of. the villains, 
« to know if he would head them in an attempt 
to ſeize. the ſhip after they ſhould | get well out 
to ſea, and had left the convoy; one of them 
« at the ſame time telling him, this was the 
0 eighitz time he had embarked for Botany Bay | 5 
without reaching it; and he was determined he 
« would not this time; and that he was ſent on 1 
« board by force from a Police Office. 1 
« was immediately reported to the officers of f 
* the ip by Semple; in conſequence of which { 10 
the ſoldiers vow vengeance againſt him, ; 
. "2+ 3 « threatening 1 
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[ murdered the Chief Mate. This as well as the 
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< threatening to throw him over board the firft 
« opportunity.” 


In conſequence of theſe riotous proceedings, : 
an order was given that none. of the ſoldiers, 


but thoſe on duty, ſhould come on the quarter- 


deck. The day following, Hughes, the Ser- 
jeant, attempted to violate this order, which the 


ſentry would not permit, and told him the rea- 


ſon why he could not; with which indeed the 
Serjeant muſt neceſſarily have been acquainted. 
He then requeſted to paſs the deck, to go down 
to the commanding officer's cabin, to have the 
order repealed; not being able to obtain this 
repeal, he came up again, threatening and ſha- 


king his hand in the firſt mate's face, who then, 
in the abſence of the Captain, commanded the 


ſhip. Continuing his inſolence, the mate went 


Into his cabin and put on a dirk; when Hughes 


ſaw this, he went below, ſaying, that he had a 
longer ſword, and was coming, again upon deck 


with it drawn, and had I not guarded the hatch- 


way, he certainly meant to have attatked and 


former acts of mutiny paſſed unnoticed by the 
officers of the detachment, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. t 

' MM 

Mutinous proceedings at Frontline —The-+ Chi ef 1 
Mate makes a complaint to General Pitt. Þ | bl 
Sail for Torbay.—The- mutineers diſturb the  # 
Captain in muſtering his men. Captain Wilcocks 4 
complains to General Fox, who tranſmits bis let - 1 
ter to the Duke of Portland. — Lieutenant Colonel 4 


Groſe, the Commander of the New South Wales 


corps, ſent to inſpecs them. —The ſhips receive | 
damage from a ſtorm, and are obliged to go ins > 
harbour. — The Lady Shore fails after the Captain 3. 
bad add ed the Miniſter on the ſituation of the nm | 
troops, to which the author alſo added bis teſti- 1 1 
mony. —The troops incregſe in 1 and diſabr. | | 
dience. | | h | 

Tus ſhort time we remained at Portſmouth | if 

- 


Vas ſufficient to demonſtrate, that the officers 
entruſted with the charge of the New South 
Wales Corps, were inadequate to their duty. 
1 intimated as much before we weighed anchor | 
to ſeveral perſons of reſpectability; and the p 4 


* 
E — * 
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** 


Chief Mate of the ſhip (who commanded in the * {- bs 
place of Captain Wilcocks, then abſent,) com- 1 
plained to General Pitt, in conſequence of the 1 
attack by Serjeant Hughes, which I mentioned j 1 
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in the laſt chapter. This complaint was ren- 


dered ineffectual, by our being oidered to ſail 
in about 12 hours aiter it was lodged ; fo that 


the General had not time 10 punith the muti- 


neer, or enquite inco the merits of the caſe. 
We had not many hours let: Port mouth, till 
our convoy made a ſignal tor the fleet to diſperſe, 
and to rendezvous at Torbay, according to our 
orders. While we were ſtecring for that port, 
Captain Wilcocks ſuſpecting that the reaſon of 


the ſignal being mace miglit be the approach 


of ſome enemies ſhips, and his men not having 
been appointed to their quarters, he ordered 
them to be muſtered. He was in the act of telling 


them off, when a number of ſoldiers ſurround- 
ed him, and drowned his voice by their noiſe; 


he deſired them to go forward, and not diſturb 
him in the execution of his duty on the quarter- 


deck; but they replied hat they would ſtay yy wi 


they were. He then made application to Enfign 


Minchin, who prevailed upon the ſoldiers td 


deſiſt, and ſuffer the Captain to continue his bu- 
ſineſs for the moment in peace; no other pu- 
nithment however was inflicted, though we were 
ſoon in harbour, than laying one man under 
arreſt for the evening. a f 
How far ſuch conduct was likely to Nifle 
mutiny I ſhall nor ſay; but when I remark 


that the ſoldiers on board were a mixture of o- 


reigners 
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reigners and Criminals, .enliſted from jails, and 
induced to enter for fear of worſe conſequences, 
the due recompenſe of their crimes, I think my 
readers will agree with me, that the reins of diſci- 
pline ought to have been held with a ſtrong hand. 
A continuation of mutinous behaviour, eve- 
ry day more daring and 'aggravated, 'obliged 


Captain Wilcocks to addreſs Major General Fox, 


who had ſent the detachment on board. 

us the orders which the General had ſent on 
board, were excellently well calculated for the 
ſafety of the ſhip, and the regulation of the 


troops; theſe flagrant acts of mutiny induced 


him to acquaint the Duke of Portland with 
Captain Wilcocks's letter; a written declaration, 


alluded to in Mr. Black's letter already quoted, 


which I had made, was alſo tranſmitted to his 
Grace; and which affords an honourable teſtimo- 
nial, that however my character might other- 
wiſe have ſuffered, as a ſoldier 1 it ſtill remained 
Yar ae? TH 8 | SLID 
The Duke immediately ordered Lieutenant 
Colonel Groſe, the Commander of the New 
South Wales Corps, to Torbay, to examine into 
the nature and accuracy of the complaint. 
 Tr'is not perhaps improper for the informa- 
tion of fuch of my readers as are unacquainted 
with military affairs, to obſerve, that it is a 
ſtanding order on board tranſports, that no 
lights are to be ſuffered, no tobacco to be 
ſmoaked, 
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* ; 


ſmoaked, nor cantridees to be allowed to remain 
between decks ; all which were grolsly violated 
by the ſoldiers, who, as-muſt already be evident, 
had no reſpect for their officers, nor "knew any 
controul of diſcipline. 
Wen the Lieut. Col. came on board he aſked 
a few queſtions of the officers of the ſhip, but ex- 
amined more fully ſome of the ſoldiers who were 
accufed of the diſorders complained of, and 
ſeemed to give credit to their afſertions. 
The Captain expecting that the fignal for 
failing would be made ſoon, and apprehending 
that he might not have time to procure redreſs 
from another quarter, requeſted that the Lieu- 
tenant- Colonel] would take from the ſoldiers, the 
ball cartridges which Mr. Minchin had left in 
their poſſeſſion, as he entertained apprehenſions 
for the ſafety of the ſhip; not only from the 
diſpoſition of the ſoldiers, but from fire that 
might be occaſioned by their negligence and diſ- 
order. This moſt reaſonable requeſt was refuſed 
by the Lieutenant-Colonel. The judicious and 
ſoldier-like orders of that moſt excellent officer, 
Major General Fox, which he had ſent on board 
with the detachment, were then called to his 
recollection; his anſwer was nearly to this pur- 
' poſe, that the men were then under his (Lieu- 
tenant- Colonel Groſe's) command, that General 
Fox had no orders to give them. He then re- 


turned to his boat, and as he croſſed the deck, 
told 
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told the Captain that he would return next 
morning; but we ſaw him no more. The fol- 
lowing afternoon, Captain Wilcocks was in- 
formed by the keeper of the inn, at Brixham, 
« that as ſoon as the Lieutenant-Colonel landed 
from his viſit to the ſhip, he took ſome e 
« ment and ſet off for London.” | 
J]uſt at this time a very ſevere gale commenced, 
which did much harm to the fleet in general, 
diſmaſted the frigate, under whoſe convoy we g 
failed, and did us ſome, though not material + 
damage; ſeveral ſhips belonging to Admiral Sir i ft 
R. Curtis's ſquadron, then laying near us, like | 
+ wiſe loſt their maſts, and received other how. 
juries... The tempeſt having ſomewhat 4 
after raging two days, if I recollect right, t 
frigate was obliged to put into Plymouth to re- 
fit, and we with others of the convoy wens round 
to Falmouth, eſcorted by his Majeſty's ſhip 
Scourge, to repair our damages. 
The ſituation of Captain Wilcocks became 
now truly diſtreſſing, as he was on every ſide 
ſurrounded by embarraſſments, and uncertain 
how many days, or even hours he might have to 
remain in England. In hopes that the he ſoldiers | 
would at length behave with more decency and 
order, he wiſhed to avoid further complaints; 
and as the Lieutenant-Colonel ſeemed to have 
forgotten him and his ſhip, he likewiſe forgot 
the Lieutenant-Colonel, But their mutinous 
| diſpoſition, 
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the Chief Mate, in the execution of his duty, the 
Captain found himſelf impelled to addreſs the 


7 entertained towards me, bot 


CHE LIFE or 
diſpoſition, which could not reſt even for a day, 


nga us again into confufion. 
The ſoldiers, emboldened by impunity, inſulted 


equally their own officers, and thoſe of the 


ſhip, till one day, a Corporal daring to ſtrike 


a 


Miniſter, and to furniſh him witha detail of the 
conduct of the troops, and his apprehenſions far 
the ſafety of the ſhip. About the ſame time, 
my own affairs rendering it neceſſary for me to 
addreſs the Duke of Portland; I took advantage 
of the opportunity, to give my opinion of our 


- fituation. A few days however put an end to- 


our hopes, the ſignal for ſailing was ſuddenly 
made, and we went to ſea, before any anſwer 
could be received to the Captain's complaints. 

During our paſſage, the ſame diſorder which 


Ve had ſo ſenſibly felt in the harbour, prevailed 


and even enereaſed; the ſame Corporal, who 
ſtruck the Chief Mate with impunity, ſtruck and 
kicked his officer (Enſign Prater,) at ſea; who, 
inſtead of puniſhing him with inſtant death, 
tamely ſubmitted to the inſult. % 

It is with heart-felc pride, I wfite the el 
y the ſoldiers 
and their officers. The former, thought to have 
found in me a deſperate advocate for mutiny, 
ready as themſelves to any act of villany or mur- 
N der; 
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der: whereas they found a determined enemy to 
every thing: that tended to the want of diſcipline, 


and ſubordination; while the latter were ſecretly 


enraged, that I ſhould have dared to write as I 


had done on their ſubject to his Majeſty's Mi- 


niſter, and to their Lieutenant-Colonel, who 


furniſhed them with copies of what I had wrote; 


and one of which letters, wherein I deſcribe the 
intention of the ſoldiers, and named thoſe whom 
I ſuſpected to be the ringleaders, Enſign Min- 
chin read to the men on the quarter-deck, while 
we were at ſea. The ſoldiers, however, though 
they ſtruck their own officers and thoſe of the 


ſhip, only threatened me, nor did they ever ven- 


ture to approach me, with the intention of put- 
ting their threats in execution. 

The Captain's friendſhip for me merited the 
moſt grateful return; whenever there was any 


diſturbance I ranged myſelf by his ſide, a con- 


duct which gave no ſmall offence to the muti- 
neers; nor at laſt, had not thoſe whoſe duty 
ſhould have induced them to a& far otherwiſe, 
hid themſelves in holes and corners, inſtead of 
offering a manly reſiſtance, the mutiny would 
have ended in the death of the inſurgents. 


During the time we were at ſea and under con- 


voy, though rebellion appeared every day and 
every hour, no attempt was made at ſeizing the 


ſhip ; the mutineers well knew that a ſignal 


would 
a 


* 
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. would bring the eſcort to act againſt them; and 

they equally knew that they had arms and ammu- 
nition adequate to their purpoſe, whenever they 

mould think proper to make the attack; reſiſt- 
ance they could expect but little of, ſince they 
had ſo many proofs of the tameneſs of their offi- 
cers; they therefore ſuffered us to proceed with- 


aut interruption on our courſe. Nevertheleſs, 
every day was marked by outrages, that loudly 
demanded the interference of authority, not 
only to quiet, but to diſarm the New South 
Wales banditti, and inflict a ſignal and exem- 
plary puniſhment on their infamous ringleaders. 

In this ſtate of continual apprehenſion, amidſt 
the terrors of a mutiny we daily expected to 
break out, and which we were only too conſei- 
ous, (from the cauſes already given,) we ſhould 


not be able to reſiſt, we proceeded on our voy- 
age, propoſing to touch at Rio de Faniero; and 


the convoy having left us in the proper latitude 
to procecd to their deſtination in the Weſt India 
iſlands, we were left to our fate. 


CHAP. XVII. 


The Lady Shore proceeds in Safety almoſt to Rio de 


Jauciro. — The mutiny commences. Enſign Min- 


chin 
* 
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chin refuſes to a. —The Captain mortally wound= 
ed. The author endeavours to perſuade the officers 
of the. troops to rally, but in vain. —Hle offers a 
variety of practicable plans, but without effect. 

At the inſtance of the Captain and Minchin, the * 
author enters into a treaty with the mutineers,— 

| Minchin makes his. ſubmiſſion, and the ſhip is given 
up.—The officers who hid themſelves, broughl- to 
light.—The Captain's death. The author wiſhes 


o leave the meſs, but at the ſolicitation of the offi= " 7 8 
cers, continues with them. The officers endeavour — 5 ; 
lo procure a boat from the mutineers to carry them : | [i 
to Rio Grande. —The author's ſtratagem to procure = i [ 
leave for himſelf and the Purſer to go in- the 3 | 
boat. 5 1 
W. proceeded on our voyage without any 1 
event worth remarking, till we were very near | |: 9 
Rio de Janeiro, in the Brazils. On the iſt of b 1 
Auguſt 1797, about four o'clock in the morn- : if 
ing, I was awaked by the report of fire-arms i 4 


\ 
\ 


and the ſcreams of women. I immediately 
haſted from my bed toward the hatchway, which 
1 found ſtrongly guarded, and near it 1 met | 
John Curran, a ſailor, who had juſt eſcaped | 
from the ſcene of bloodſhed, then paſſing upon 
deck; he told me that the ſoldiers had taken the 
ſhip, and that if I went near the hatchway, I 
ſhould be murdered by the mutineers. 

1 ; Captain 
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Captain Wilcocks occupied the round-houſe, 


the, Chief Mate, Second Mate, and Purſer, were 


in three ſmall cabins in the fore-part of it; in 
cabins between decks abaft, and in the ſteerage 
were the officers of the troops, Lieutenant 


\ Drummond, of the Bombay Marines, (doing 


duty as mate,) the petty officers of the ſhip, the 
ſeamen, a paſſenger with his family, and my- 


ſelf. 


It was the Chief Mate's watch upon deck; him 
I had already heard calling aloud that he was 
murdered, and fall groaning at the feet of the 


aſſaſſins; the Captain, whom the noiſe had 


alarmed, and who had run upon deck, was im- 
mediately mortally wounded, and in that ftate 
threw himfelf down the hatchway, but retained 
ſtrength enough to drag himſelf into Enſign 
Minchin's cabin, and into his bed, which as he 
afterwards told me he found empty, the Enſign. 
with his lady having already crept underneath 
It. 8 | 
At the moment, when the Captain fell down 
the hatchway, in front of the ladder, I was be- 
hind it, at the cabin of Lieutenant Drummond, 
the Surgeon and the Steward, endeavouring to 
excite them to action, that we might not only 
defend ourſelves, but raiſe force enough to re- 
tain poſſeſſion of the ſhip. I found the Steward's 
cabin empty, he having abandoned it; I then 

| went 
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Went to Lieutenant Drummond's door, which 
communicated with the Surgeon's cabin, an 
which was ſhut. After knocking and calling 


repeatedly on both theſe gentlemen, without 


obtaining any anſwer, the door was at length 


opened. The Steward, who had gone there to 
conceal himſelf, was the firſt man I ſaw; Lieu= 


tenant Drummond was, I bluſh to ſay it, under 
the bed of the Surgeon, and poſitively refuſed 
taking any active part; the Surgeon, a very 
good and very young man, ſaid but little, but 
I am confident, that had thoſe whoſe duty it 
was, made preparations for reſiſtance, he would 
not have been backward. 

Juſt then I heard the Captain calling me to 
come to his aſſiſtance; I went round to him im- 
mediately, and found him laying in Minchin's 
bed, into which he had thrown himſelf. The 
bed ſtood uncommonly high, being more than 
three feet from the deck, and under it I diſco- 


vered, by the day-light which begun to appear, 


ENSsICN Mincanin, the Cou MAN DING Or rI- 
CER, with his wife. In ſome ſuch ſituation, in- 
deed, the knowledge I had of the man, and the 
clamorous outcry of © Give THEM THE SHIP! 
Gtve THEM THE $H1iP!” which he had repeat- 
edly vociferated at the very beginning of the 

conflict, taught me to look for him. 
The Captain deſired me to place him in an 
O 2 eaſy 
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eaſy poſture, and then aſked my opinion of our 


fituation. I frankly told him, that although 
the preſervation of the ſhip was no way difficult, 
yet I had no hope of it, as I found no diſpoſi- 


tion in thoſe who had the power, to make any 


attempt; nevertheleſs, if any active meaſures 


ſhould be determined upon, I was ready to lead 
the way to the deck. The Captain, the agony 


of whoſe wounds was encreaſed by ſeeing that 
he had nothing to hope for, feeling the approach 
of death, was diſpoſed rather to expire in peace, 
than ſingly, and unable to ſtand, to oppoſe the 
fury of the mutineers; Mr. Minchin likewiſe, 
who had now ſallied from his retreat, joined the 
Captain in conjuring me to go to the hatchway, 


to aſſure the mutineers that no reſiſtance would 


be made, and to entreat that, as they had no op- 
poſition to expect, no more miſchief might be 
done. To the Captain I anſwered, that what- 
ever might, in his own opinion, tend to his ad- 
vantage or convenience, I ſhould moſt readily 
do, but to Enſign Minchin, I felt myſelf, as a 
ſoldier, obliged to ſpeak in another tone. Him 
I told, that ne, and us ONLY, was the proper 
perſon to ſpeak to the mutineers ; that they were 
committed to n1s charge, and that it was his 
duty YO SUBDUE THEM OR iE! I called to his 
recollection, that he had more than force ſufficient 
to inſure ſucceſs; that all the ammunition of every 


kind, 


2 
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kind, except a few muſket-cartridges, were in 
our poſſeſſion, and that nothing was wanting, 


but for him to draw his ſword and exert him 


ſelf; but that if he thought attacking them on 
deck would be attended with more danger than 
he deemed prudent to encounter, we had till 
another and a ſafer reſource; that, as well as the 


ammunition, we were maſters of the proviſions ; 


that we had only to defend the hatchways, and 
keep the mutineers where they were; and thar, 
having neither bread nor water in their reach, 
want of refreſhment and reſt would ſoon reduce 
them to ſue for mercy on their knees: I even pro- 
poſed to him to choak the rudder, and cut away 
the maſts between decks, in which caſe the wreck 
would have fallen on their heads, and they had 
not one implement of any kind to clear it with; 
but ſuch meaſures he did not chuſe to adopt, 


and repeated his deſire of giving up the ſhip; 


the Captain likewiſe again ſolicited me to 
communicate his and Enſign Minchin's propo- 


ſitions to the mutineers, as the probable means 


of preventing more murders. 

I went therefore to the hatchway, where the 
centinels preſent d their pieces to my head; 
but three Frenchmen, a German, and ſeveral 
Iriſh at that moment appearing, I communi- 
cated my buſineſs. They remained upon deck, 
and myſelf below ; and while we were in that 

Os ·˙ ſituation, 
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ſituation, they aſſured me that they wiſhed not tq 
hurt any one; but that they wanted their liber- 
| ty, and would have it or die: they added, that 
| if the Captain and Mr. Minchin would come ta 
| the hatchway, and give their word of honour 
that no reſiſtance ſhould at any time be made, 
all ſhould be at peace, and we ſhould be well 
treated. I repreſented to them the Captain 8 
perilous ſituation, and that it was impoſſible for 
him to be brought to the hatchway, without 
encreaſing the pain and danger i in which he al- 
ready was: they then replied that they would 
be ſatisfied with receiving the declaration of 
ſubmiſſion from Minchin, and that they would 
make me anſwerable for the Captain 8 future 
conduct. 

Minchin went to he hatchway, made the 
promiſes demanded, and delivered up his arms. 
This point being ſettled, thoſe who had hither- 
to concealed themſelves began to appear. 

Anxious to know the fate of the gentlemen who 
lodged in the round-houſe, and of the ſailors 
of the watch on deck, I enquired of the muti- 
neers whether many had fallen? They anſwered 
me, © But few.” I then requeſted to know if 
Mr. Murchiſon, the Second Mate, Mr. Black, 
the Purſer, (whoſe piſtols I ſaw in the hands of 
a mutineer,) and Enſign Prater, were alive? 
They told me that Murchiſon was in the cabin, 
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ſhut up under a guard, and that he ſhould remain 
unhurt, provided he was quiet ; that they ſup- 
poſed Mr. Black to have been killed and thrown 
over-board, as he was no where to be ſeen; that 
his piſtols were found loaded at the head of his 
bed, and that there was much blood in his cabin; 
but as to Prater they knew nothing about him. 
The Chief Mate we already knew to be dead; ſo, 
that in addition to this, and the almoſt hopeleſs 
ſtate of the Captain, we apprehended we had to 
lament the death of the other two gentlemen. 
However, about nine in the morning, five hours 
after the affray was over, Enſign Prater was 
found concealed among the women convicts, 
and about an hour after, much to our ſurpriſe 
and ſatis faction, Mr. Black, the Purſer, was 
handed down to us. 8 
It now appeared that when the Chief Mate 
received his firſt wound, he fled into the cabin 
of Mr. Black, and threw himſelf upon that 
gentleman in his bed, the mutineers following, 
and firing upon him till he received, I think, 
eight wounds. Mr. Black, who is a very young 
man, at that time not above nineteen, and, as 
might be expected, totally unuſed to ſcenes of 
blood and horror, found himſelf awoke from 
his ſleep by the noiſe of fire-arms, and the yells 
of the aſſaſſins, by whom he was ſurrounded ; 
from the nearneſs of the diſcharge, his cabin 
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muſt have ſeemed filled with 'fire, and the weight 
of his dying friend muſt have effectually pre- 
vented him from uſing his arms. Thus embar- 
raſſed, ſurpriſed, and on all fides ſurrounded by 
armed ruffians, none could have ſuſtained ſuch an 
aſſault but the man who, long accuſtomed to the 
ſhock of war, has learnt to deſpiſe death, and who, 
on all occaſions, even when the thunder of God 
burſts round his head, claps his hand to his 
ſword, and ſtands undaunted. Who then can be 
aſtoniſhed that a youth, who neither wearing a 
ſword, nor bearing a commiſſion, conſequently 
had contracted no obligation to fight or die, 
ſhould conceal himſelf? For him, therefore, no 
apology is neceſſary; for the officers of the 
New South Wales Corps and Lieutenant Drum- 
mond it may be, perhaps, difficult to find one. 
Out of the reach of the mutineers, furniſhed 
with every neceſſary, incapable of being at- 
tacked, except by the hatchways, which we 
could eaſily have blocked, and ſufficiently nu- 
merous to have acted upon the offenſive, it is 
their province, not mine, to account for their 
extraordinary conduct. 

Mr. Murchiſon had already obtained leave to 
join us; and in fact, he and myſelf were the on- 
ly two on board whom the mutineers treated 
with conſideration; him they knew to poſſeſs. 
courage; that he was powerful, and would de- 


fend 
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fend himſelf with vigour ; and my uniform con- 
duct towards them, from the hour I firſt embark- 
ed, told them what they had to expect from 
me. 8 | : 
The farmer differences which had ſubſiſted 
between the military officers and me ſeemed 
now buried in oblivion, being as it were ab- 
ſorbed in our common misfortune; my time, 
however, was taken up in attending the Cap- 
tain, who was very defirous I ſhould not leave 
him; and who, after languiſhing about forty- 
eight hours, expired in my arms. As ſoon as 
his body was committed to the deep, not wiſh- 
ing to aſſociate with Minchin, for reaſons that 
may be collected from the foregoing narrative, 
J left that cabin and returned to my own; but 
the ſame day, at the hour of dinner, I was ſent 
for, and ſolicited by all, but particularly by 
Enſigns Minchin and Prater, not to leave them ; 


I complied with their requeſt, and we were no 


more ſeparated, 

Some hours before our unfortunate Captain 
was buried, the mutineers did the ſame to 
one of their comrades, named Delahay, who 
was killed in the conflict, not, as was firſt ſup- 


poſed, by Mr. Lambert, the Chief Mate, but 


by an accidental {hot from one of their own 
party ; on this man's body they affixed the fol- 
lowing inſcription, © I e mort pour la liberté.“ 
| | Previous 
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Previous to the Captain's death he deſired me 
to cut off ſome of his hair, to fend to his wife ; 
a taſk which I carefully performed. 
The direction of the ſhip was now in the 
hands of a few foreigners, and the knowledge 
I had of their different languages often obliged 
them to have recourſe to me as their interpre- 
ter: theſe ſervices enabled me to obtain from 
them ſome indulgence for my friends and my- 
ſelf, by way of recompenſe. From the moment 
we were taken we never ceaſed to ſolicit the 
mutineers to give us a boat, that we might land 
at Rio de Faniero ; but this they refuſed, from an 
apprehenſion that ſome Portugueſe ſhips of 
war might by laying there. As they had de- 
clared their intention of making for the Rio de 
Plata, and landing at fome of the Spaniſh ſet. 
tlements 1n that river, they thought, that if we 
reached our port ſoon, we might procure a 
Portugueſe ſhip of war to be ſent after them, 
which might reach the mouth of the Rio de Plata 
before the Lady Shore, and thus intercept them. 
On this account they poſitively refuſed us a 
boat, till we ſhould be ſo far to the ſouthward 
as to enable them to reach the Rio de Plata be- 
fore we ſhould be able, in all probability, to 
reach the Rio Grande, the ſouthernmoſt ſettle- 
ment of the Brazils. 7 
Every individual who formed our table ſo- 
licited 


MAJOR SEMPLE LISLE, 293 


licited leave to embark in the boat, and all ob- 
tained a promiſe, except Mr. Fyfe, the Surgeon, 
and myſelf ; and though the moſt active in the 
mutiny were againſt my leaving the ſhip, ag 
being uſeful to them, the majority of yoices 
were in my favour: they alſo entertained an 
idea of detaining the Purſer, to furniſh them 
with an account of the quality and value of the 
Cargo. | | 
Notwithſtanding theſe unfavourable appear- 
ances, I ſtill flattered myſeif with expectations 
of vanquiſhing the oppoſition that obſtructed 
my deſires. An opportunity ſoon offered, 


which I ſeized, and found the means of turning 


to the advantage of the Purſer and myſelf; and 
this we owed to a report which had reached the 
ears of the mutineers, that a cheſt of money or 
plate, and a. box of watches were ſomewhere in 
the ſhip. | 

The three Frenchmen, who then governed the 
Lady Shore, were deſirous that theſe ſhould be 
made their own excluſive property ; they ſpoke 
to me. on the ſubject, making me very large 


promiſes if I would obtain them ſuch informa- 


tion as might enable them to come at it without 


the knowledge of their companions. I com- 


municated this buſineſs to the Purſer, telling 
him, that if he knew of any ſuch thing in the 


ſhip, and would give them directions where to 
5 . find 
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find it, he would procure his own liberty and 
mine; for if we were once in a ſecret of that 
nature and importance, they would, for their 
own ſecurity, ſend us away, in preference to 


any other perſons. The Purſer aſſured me that 


there was neither money nor plate in the ſhip, 
but that in one of the lockers of the cabin there 
was a ſmall cafe of watches, his property; and 
this information we agreed to give them the.ſame 
evening. Some days previous to that time they 


had been in the cuſtom of ſending for the Purſer | 


and myſelf every evening, to aſſiſt them in ex- 
- amininp the ſhip's papers; the uſual hour ar- 


rived, and we were called for. We found the 


three chiefs alone in the cabin : 1 communica- 
ted to them what Mr. Black had -told me, and 
he pointed out where the watches were. The 
caſe contained fifty-two, of different ſorts ; 
they preſented him with fix, and me with twa, 


of the beſt; the reſt they divided — 8 


themſelves. 
This done, I knew no more objections could 


be made to our departure, and, indeed, from 
that moment they became very indulgent to- 
wards us. The ringleaders, being naturally 


afraid that if we were cffended we might expoſe 
their infidelity to their comrades, were extreme 


ly anxious to furniſh us with an opportunity of 
leaving them: in tact we were now become dan- 
| | | | gerous 
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gerous perſons, and their ſafe poſſeſſion of their 


booty rendered our departure highly deſireable 


to them ; nay, even their lives were held by a 
precarious tenor while we remained on board, 
After the ſhip was given up the mutineers 
never treated us with cruelty ; though ſenſible 
of their ſituation, they were very cautious : 


they kept ſentries at the cabin door, and they - 


would only permit one or two of us at a time 
to walk the quarter-deck. 


One day Enſign Prater, having got drunk, 


entered into converſation with one of the ſailors 
publicly on deck, on the facility of retaking 
the ſhip : he was over-heard, and the ring- lead- 
ers, telling him he ſhould be hung in the morn- 
ing, hand-cuffed him, and put him to bed, 
obſerving, that though be, (Prater,) was no way 
formidable, yet, by ſpeaking to the ſailor, he 
had incurred the penalty pointed out in the or- 
ders they had publiſhed, which forbid any offi- 
cer to ſpeak to a ſailor or ſoldier. This ha- 
rangue effectually ſobered Prater, and put an 


end to his military proweſs; he lay howling in 


ſuch a manner as was heard to the remoteſt 


parts of the ſhip; and, as the Purſer has ob- 


ſerved in his narrative, utterly W all 

who lay near him from ſleep. 
On Sunday, Auguſt the 14th, 1797, the mu- 
tineers told us that they intended to give us the 
| _ 2; 
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206 tit 111 f | | 
; boat the next day; and on Monday morning, if 
a preparative to our departure, they brought us 
ſome papers, which we were compelled to ſign; 0 
One was a certificate, purporting that we engaged 
not to carry arms againſt France for a year and 
E: : - a day ; and there were othet certificates for the 
. petty officers and ſeamen, ſetting forth that they 
: were detained, againſt their conſent, to carry 
| the ſhip into the Rio de Plata. Some of our 
' 20n-reſiting officers pretended to have obſerved 
an unuſual alacrity in the ſailors in obeying the 
| orders of the mutineers, and muttered that they | 
1 did not deſerve ſuch certificates; but I ſolemnly | 
| declare, that, in my opinion, theſe ſuſpicions 
. were unfounded; and as to the remonſtrances 
| | faid to have been made by the officers of the 
| troops, their conduct, as already deſcribed, will 
hardly give room to ſuppoſe them too loud. 
Beſides, we were all in bondage, and no one 
durſt refuſe any thing required of us: could we 
n then wonder at the conduct of ignorant ſailors? 
|, In return, the mutineers gave us a certificate 
| that their inſurrection was not owing to any ill 
treatment from the Captain or any officer be- 
longing to the ſhip ; but becauſe they had been 
trepanned into the Britiſh ſervice, without any 
means of redreſs, and had otherwiſe been ill 
treated by their Commander. This certificate, 


which was committed to my care, does ſo much 
| honour 
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honour to the memory of Captain Wilcocks, 
and compleatly vindicates him from. any charge 
of miſconduct to the troops, that J 3 it 
my duty to give it to his widow. 


CHAP. XIX. 


The officers and ſome others are allowed the boat.— 
The author procures leave for a boy committed to 

| the Captain's care to go with them. —Obtains 
a knowledge of the ſbip's place by a ſtratagem.— 


They embark, after being ſearched for money. 


Enfign Minchin's conduct and good luck. — The 
| boat ſets ſail, and meets with a terrible gale.— 


She is nearly loſt in the breakers as fhe approaches 


the coaſt. —Thoſe on board forced to throw their 
| trunks overboard ; when, in the utmoſt diſtreſs, 
they ſee a boat coming towards them.—They make 


the harbour, and are boſpitably received. Min-— 


chin refuſes the Purſer and Mr. Murchiſon any 


affiflance.—They ſend a report of their ſituation 
to the Governor-General. —Are ſent for to Port 


St. Pedro, where they are boſpitably received. 


Their fplendid entertainment by the Governor-Ge= 


' mweral.—A ſecond report made, in which, as well 
as the firſt, the author did not join, — Hoſpitality 
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of the Commandant.—The author is preſented with' 
a fword by the Governor-Generul. 


Os the morning of Monday Auguſt the 5th, 
1797, the intimation we had received the day 


before that we ſhould leave the ſhip was con- 
firmed to us, being then nearly in the latitude 


of 34 S. about 60 leagues from the ſhore, and 
from 80 to 100 from the mouth of Rio Grande; 
the boat was hoiſted out, and every other ne- 
ceſſary preparation made. Juſt then Michael 


Richards, a fine boy, about fourteen years of 


age, and of very reſpectable connections, who 
was entruſted to the care of Captain Wilcocks 
before we left Falmouth, and who ſince that 
gentleman's death had been abandoned by every 
body, ſolicited me to procure him permiſſion to 
accompany us. His helpleſs ſituation deter- 
mined me to exert myſelf to procure him the 
melancholy privilege he ſo much wiſhed, and 
which ſeemed entirely neceſſary for him: I ap- 
plied to the mutincers, and was ſucceſsful. I 


took him under my protection, which he did - 


not leave till he was reſtored to his family. 
In the morning a liſt of names, twenty-nine 
in number, was made out of the perſons whom 
it was determined ſhould go in the boat ; this 
was delivered to us, and we were informed thar 
thoſe who had any property might take each 


one 
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öͤne trunk. Düring the afternoon our baggage 
was ſearched, when I found means to conceal 


in ſome ſoap 4 conſiderable ſum in gold: when 


they had taken from us every thing they fan- 
cied; they gave us ſome proviſions, and we 
were ſuffered to embark. 

Previous to but embarkation I had debian 
4 tolerable bpportunity of aſcertaining where 


we were, by the following ſtratagem: The mu- 


tineers, not ſuſpecting that a ſoldier knew any 
thing of navigation, had permitted me to ſee 
them wotk. their * day's works for determining 
the ſhip's place ; but though I knew ſomething 
of the ſcience, I wiſhed to have the opinion of 
a better judge than myſelf. Mr. Black, being 
an incomparable navigator, was the perſon I 
wiſhed to conſult ; but there aroſe a conſidera- 
ble difficulty in accoinpliſhing my deſign, as the 
mutineers were not very willing that he ſhould 
ſee the ſhip's log- book, or the chart of the coaſt, 
on which they had traced her route. 

One of the chief mutineers, named Thomeo, 
who was the beſt navigator among them, ſnew- 
ed me the chart as uſual, and pointed out to 
me the ſituation of the ſhip, in which I pre- 


tended: * ee from him, JET . to 
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back my opinion with the wager tn guinea: 3 
he laughed at my ſeeming ignorance; but he 
was my dupe, and accepted my bet, propolfing 
to refer it to any perſon who had competent 
ability to decide. This was all I wanted, and, 
apparently with the greateſt indifference, I pro- 
poſed Mr. Black; he was accordingly called , 
for, and allowed to inſpect the charts and books; ; 
I payed the loſs of my wager; and we thus 
were enabled to determine our diſtance from 
Rio Grande, and the courſe we had to ſteer, f 
which the mutineers ſeemed inclined to keep us 
ignorant. We were compelled to get into the 
boat one by one, after being previouſly ſearch. 
ed for money, contrary to the promiſe of the 
3 mutineers; none, however, was found; but they _ 
5 had previouſly ſeized about a hundred dollars © 
which Minchin had to pay the ſoldiers, and 
which was the property of. government ; for 
this they gave him a receipt for a hundred pounds, 
with a view of enabling him to recover that 
amount from the State. He had ſq little bag- 
gage that he not only ſaved it all, but ſucceeded 
; in getting ſafely to ſhore eighteen tubole pieces of 
1 Printed cotton, and ſome packages of fSockings and 
$ 2 women's foes, which Mr, Black had thrown 
down in the cabin the day we were Nn. to 
embark. 
| About balf-paſt fix in the evening we left the 
of ſhip, 
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flitp, and, anxious tb make land as woa 


as poſſible; ſteeted but little to che north- 


ward of weſt. At our depatruxe the weather 


was tolerabiy moderate; before midnight we 
ere iailed by a moſt vivlent ſtorth, attended by 


the heavieſt rains I ever witneſſed. The rempeſt 
ſome w hat Tubſided-rowdtd morning, but as we 
approached tlie land, blew with fedoubled fury; 


| fortunately we had fixed up ſome ſtanchions on 


the boat's gutiwale ; and nailed a bteadrh of can- 
vas; brought with us for that purpoſe, fore and 
aft, which we found of great uſe in keeping off 


the pray and tb this we owed much of our 
5 preſervation. 


Mf. Black; Mr. Murchiſon, the Second 
Mate, and Mr. Drummund undertook the ma- 


nagement of the boat; Enſign Prater, who, in 
his earlier days; had been ſome voyages to the 


Eaſt Indies and other parts; being ſuppoſed 
ſomething of a failor, was added to their num- 
ber; myſelf and the others were conſtantly em- 
ployed in bailing ; for, independent of the boat 
being very leaky, the fea run ſo high, and the 


rain fell ſo heavy, that ſhe was continually | 
fflling with water. The quick and violent mo- 
tion made even the beft ſeamen ſick ; poor Black 


was rendered incapable of action, and Prater, 
after all his profeſſions, was in due form pro- 
nounced Abr ailor nor ſoldier; ber was turned 

P 2 from 
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from the helm, and I took his place. To de- 

ſcribe our fituation is no eaſy taſk-; expecting 
every inſtant to periſh, lumbered with baggage, . 
with fick uſeleſs ſoldiers, women, and children, 


loaded almoſt to the water's edge, and the 
crowd ſo great that in going back and forward to 
work the boat we were obliged to tread on the 
carcaſes of thoſe whom ſickneſs or fear hed 
forced to lie down. 

On the morning of the fol 2 we had 
ſoundings, and early in the fore-noon ſaw land, 
which we knew to be the flat ſandy coaſt which 
runs from the ſouthward of Rio Grande to Gape 
St. Mary's on the Rio de Plata. The extreme 
lowneſs of the coaſt cauſes the breakers to run 


very high and very far into the ſea, in ſo much, 


that had the coaſt promiſed food and ſhelter, we 
could not have reached it alive, as the boat muſt 
have ſwamped. in. the breakers; we therefore 


determined to ſteer more to the northward, ſtill. 
keeping the coaſt in ſight. That day we had an 


imperfect obſervation, according to which we 


were then above 20 leagues to the ſouthward .of 


Rio Grande ; and, though the boat ſeemed almoſt 


to fly through the water, we did not expect to 
make the wiſhed-for river that day. A ſtrong + 


current that ſet from the ſouth having, however, 
carried us beyond our reckoning, we were ſur- 
proved, about 3 P. M., to ſee ſomething re- 
ſembling 


! 
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ſembling the maſt of a ſhip ; we ſtood towards 
it, and found it to be a wreck ; ſtill no land was 
to be ſeen, but we perceived, more in ſhore, ſe- 
veral maſts which we concluded were of veſſels 
laying at anchor, and though on ſtanding yet 
farther in, nothing was to be ſeen as far as me + 
eye could reach but ſand, we were convinced it 
muſt be the mouth of Rio Grande, ſince we 
knew that the coaſt from thence to the Rio de . 
Plata docs not afforda ſingle harbour. | hy 
The banks, which run far into the ſea, made 
our ſituation horrible, as we ſeemed to be em- 
bayed by breakers. There did not appear any 
retreat for us, nor any poſſibility of ſafety, ex- 
cept ſtanding to ſea, and that, with the gale ſtill 
blowing in all its violence, and night advancing, 
offered only a forlorn hope. Beſet with dangers 
and threatened on all ſides with ſudden diffolu- 
tion, one bold and laſt effort remained; we de- 
termined to ſtand through the breakers and to 
ſeer a direct courſe for the * we e ſaw a 
at anchor! 
On approaching the ſhore I had yielded the. 
helm to an able pilot, Lieutenant Drummond ; 
confident in his ſkill, forwards we went, while 
all who dared look up, fixed their eyes on the 
tremendous breakers we were about to encoun- 
ter, and waited in filence that fate which ſeemed . 
inevitable, In an inſtant the ſea burſt over us 
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in every direction, our quarter-cloaths were torn 
away, and the boat was filling with water. My. 
Drummond, ſuppoſing that nothing could ſave 
us but lightening her, called out to throw the 
trunks overboard, and defired me to drive thoſe 
forward who were abaft. Mr. Murchiſon (the 


Mate) with that manly promptneſs and libe- 


rality which he never. fails to diſplay, ſet the 
example with his own trunk ; the baggage was 
thrown overboard without diſtinction till we 
ſufficiently lightened our veſſel, and thus to his 
and Mr. Drummond's {kill and activity we are 


| indebted for our exiſtence. Having paſſed the 


firſt range of breakers, and finding ourſelves i in 


much ſmoother water, but till with breakers 
between us and the ſhore, we came to an anchor, | 


and hoiſted an Engliſh jack at the maſt head; 
but this the violence of the wind compelled us. 
to lower the moment it was hoiſted. We were, 
however, perceived by the fignal-houſe. at the 
mouth of the river, which anſwered us with a 


Portugueſe flag, and by the help of a glaſs we 


could ſee a boat coming towards us; but find- 
ing we were faſt driving to ſome breakers which. 
lay between us and a point of land that runs out 
into the ſea, we again got under * and ſtood | 
for the river. e 
Providence directed us to | the right channel, 


and we met the boat very near the ſhore. The 
Maſter 


—— 
” 
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Maſter Pilot, and à Captain of militia were in 
her, who received us with the utmoſt kindneſs, 
and conducted us to the houſe of the former, 
where nothing that could give us comfort was 
omitted by that good man and his family. Mr. 
Black, Mr. Murchiſon; and ſeveral others landed 
withall their poſſeſſions on their back, their trunks 
having been thrown overboard. The former of 
| theſe gentlemen naturally applied to Enfign 
Minchin, who had, as before obſerved, ſaved 
more then his own baggage, but to little purpoſe, 


and he abſolutely was forced to aſk me for a 


change of linen: This was the more vexatious, 
as Mr. Black had a compleat claim on him on 
account of the goods which Mrs. Minchin had 
ſaved, and which were the property of Mr. 
Black ; however, as my baggage had-eſcaped, I 
had the pleaſure of ſupplying both him and Mr. 


 Murchifon. 
When we had reſted about an hour the Pilot 


port to the Governor-General of the p 
Lieutenant-General Sebaſtian Xavier da Vega 
Cabral e Cemara, who then, on account of the 
probability of war with Spain, reſided at Fort 
St. Pedro, above four leagues up the river ; he 
added, that we muſt remain where we were until 
an Lanſwer came from his Excellency. | 
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It was natural for me to wiſh that the diſads 
vantages under which I laboured ſhould not be 
unneceſſarily publiſhed ; I well knew that nels 
ther Mr. Black nor Mr. Murchiſon, the Mate, 
| | were capable of an unkind action, nor did I en- 
1 tertain any doubts of Mr. Drummond. I had _. | 
done every thing for the general good, and I was 
ſure, that from them at leaſt, I ſhould meet 
with a proper return; but my opinion of the 
| | | | Enſigns Minchin and Prater was very different. 
1 | I therefore called thoſe two into another room, 
| and requeſted them to tell me what was their 
intention in regard to me. They both anſwered, 
by all means to conceal every thing diſagreeable, 
for that it was not their buſineſs to publiſh my 
misfortunes. I told them, that though I was 
ſenſible of their kindneſs I was indifferent to 
what they might have determined; but that it 
was neceſlary before I ſaw the General, that 1 
ſhould know what their determination was. I 
cautioned them at the ſame time not to deceive 
me, but if they thought it their duty, or felt 
diſpoſed to relate my circumſtances to the Ge- 
neral, to ſay ſo, and I would do the ſame, when 
his Excellency would act as he thought proper. 
If, however, they firſt concealed and afterwards 
expoſed me, they would only expoſe themſelves, 
and might be aſſured, that I would not peace- 
ably ſubmit to any thing ſo mortifying. They 
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then repea 


ted, that it could never be their inten. 


tion in any report they might be required t 


make, to ſay more on my ſubject than my name 


and military rank. On this I left them, and they 
' propoſed to Mr. Murchiſon, Mr, Black, &c. to 
do the ſame, to which they readily conſented; and 
the report of the ſhip's name, the place of our deſ- 
tination, with thenames and rank of every indivi; 


dual was given to the pilot, in which I was ſtyled 


Major Semple Liſle (a Dutch officer) a paſſenger. | 


The Pilot conyeyed this report to the Go- 


vernor-General, and the next morning his Ex- 


cellency ſent a Nan-commilſlioned Officer with 
his inſtructions. The Pilot was by theſe di- 
rected to ſend all who were Officers immediate- 
ly up the river to him, for that he would nat 


dine until they arrived, and the ſoldiers and 


women were ordered to follow in our own boat; 
Enſign Minchin, with his Lady, Prater, the 
Purſer, and myſelf, accordingly embarked in 


the Pilot's boat, while Mr. Drummond and Mr. 


Murchiſon remained to take charge of the 
Jaunch and ſuch bagage as we had not been com- 
pelled to throw overboard. 7 
We had not proceeded more than a league up 
the river, before we met the General's barge, 
with an officer, who informed us, that he was 
ſent by his Excellency to congratulate us on our 
eſcape, and to condut us to the town; we 

| thereupon 
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| thereupon went into the General's barge, and 
TE foon reached Fort S. Pedro. 8 

1 We found the Governor-General in a large 
N audience- chamber at the head of the Officers of 


17 the garriſon all in full uniform. The benevo. _ 
1. lence apparent in his countenance, his manly 
: | | | form and the elegance of his manners filled me 

1 with admiration and reſpect, and inſpired me 


4 with ideas of the moſt favourable kind, which 
2 further knowledge amply confirmed. That 
inimitable General, having ſpent the laſt thirty 
years of his life entirely in the Brazils, would 
not that day venture to ſpeak to us in French, 
as the few opportunities he had enjoyed of con- 
verſing in that language, might, he apprehended; 
[1 have rendered him unable to expreſs himſelf in 
1 the manner he could wiſh ; but a Lieutenant- 
| Colonel of Engineers, converſant in that lans 
guage, was commanded by the General to en- 

quire into our adventures, and to aſſure us that 

his Excellency would —_ us every aſſiſtance i = 

his power. | 

Ne Llevcnaie-Colone! immediately addref. 

- ſed himſelf to me; but anxious as I was to 
avoid, as far as might be, implicaring myſelf in 

any concerns of the officers or ſoldiers, I told 

him that I had not, as he might perceive by the 

report ſent from the mouth of the river, any 
authority or connection either with the ſhip or 
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the troops; that for information in whatever 


regarded them, his beſt way would be to addreſs 
himſelf; to the proper officers who were no doubt 


able to account for the mutiny, and to explain 


their own condud, ſubjects upon which I did not 


wiſh to talk; I then pointed out to him Enſign 


Prater, who I informed him could ſpeak French, 


and that the Steward, who was likewiſe preſent, 


could ſpeak both F rench and Italian, 

| The bulineſs having been by them explained 
to his Excellency, he informed the officers of 
the trqops that we ſhould experience the libera- 
lity due co the ſubjects of an antient ally of the 
Queen his Sovercign, and that they and the_ſol. 
diers ſhould be treated as his Britannic Majeſty's 
troops were on his own eſtabliſhment. © The 
General then did me the honour to addreſs a 
few words to me, and we took leave till the hour 


of dinner. 


To amuſe us till the table was — 2 
number of officers conducted us to the houſe of 
the Commandant Colonel Manuel Marquez de 
Lima de Souza. There we found a large com- 


pany, who were aſſembled for the purpoſe of 


offering their ſervices, and congratulating us on 
our happy arrival in their country. Various 
refreſhments were preſented to us, and among 
the reſt, ſome extremely fine bottled porter, 


which, as that yy of Brazil has no traffic hat- 
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ever with any other quarter of the world, is 
eſteemed more than Imperial Tokai is in Great 


Britain, Every individual of this truly reſpec- 
table aſſemblage loaded us with careſſes, and 
ſeemed to vie with each other in acts of kind. 
neſs towards us. 

We returned to the General's door four, 
when dinner was announced, and we were moſt 
ſumptuouſly entertained ; we ſat down, about 
forty in number, to a fplendid dinner of three 
courſes, and an elegant deſert ; but ſuch is the 
ſtyle in which his Excellency lives. 

In the evening we were conducted to the 
quarters which had been provided for us. His 
Excellency had already diſtinguiſhed me, and 
ſaid, as we took leave, that as he was unable to 
accommodate me in his own houſe, he had di- 
rected half of his Adjutant-General's to be pre- 
pared for me; Lieutenant Drummond expreſſed 
a deſire to be lodged with me; when, finding 


there was ſufficient room, I requeſted that a bed 
might be prepared for him which was. accord- 
ingly done. Next morning the Lieutenant-Co- 


lonel of engineers, who had acted as interpreter 


the day before, came to my quarters to require 
bat I would accompany him to. the General's. 
In compliance with this requeſt I immediately 


went, when, after ſome converſation on various 
ſubjects, bis Excellency told me, that it would 
0 : 5 be 
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be neceſſary for me, together with the officers 
of the ſhip and troops, to make a report of every 
particular regarding our voyage, to be tranſ- 


mitted to the Viceroy. I told his Excellency, 


that, fituated as I was, I could make np report, 


as I had not the honour to ſerve Britain; I had 


even left it under unpleaſant circumſtances, 
and had no concern whatever with the ſhip or 
troops, being only a paſſenger, as his Excel- 
lency would perceive by the report made by his 
Majeſty's officers and thofe of the ſhip, on our 
arrival in his government. The General's re- 
queſt was therefore communicated to Enfign 
Minchin, and the other gentlemen, who, in con- 
ſequence, drew up a report every way ſimilar to 
the former one, but more ample; it was ſigned 
by all, myſelf accepted, and certified regularly 
to be a TRUE REPORT, In this document Mr. 
Minchin ſtyled himſelf Lieutenant and Adjutant, 
a title which he had indeed aſſumed from the 
day we left Falmouth, ſaying, that he had . 
day received his promotion. 

The invitation to dine with the General was 


continued during our ſtay, and it was further 


intimated to me, that his Excellency wiſhed to 
ſee me every morning at eight o'clock. On the 
third day, waiting upon him according to his 
deſire, he moſt politely addreſſed me, telling me, 
he was confident no man deſerved better to wear 
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2 ſword than myſelf, and concluded by — nt⸗ 
ing me with a moſt elegant one. 

Flattering as it was to be thus diſtingoiſbed 
by this excellent and accompliſhed General, 
fill my pleaſure was not totally unmixed with 
pain. I knew the effect this diſtinction would 


| have on the minds of our military geritlemen, and 


apprehended ſome unpleaſing event in conſe- 
quence of their envy 3 I however continued my 
excrtions to acquire and to deſerve the friend- 
ſhip and protection of his Excellency, and the 
eſtecm of the garriſon. 


, „ 


CHAP. XX: 


News comes of the Lady Shore being brought inio 
Monte Video on the Rio da Plata. —Enjjgn Min- 
chin and the Purſer fend each à report to the 
Spaniſh: Governor. — Euſigu Prater's behaviour is 
the author, and the confequences of it,—Prater; 
Who was in diſgrace, again admitted to the Ce- 
neral's table at the author's iniercęſſion.— De- 
 feription of the province of Rio Grande, ihe man- 
ners of the inhabilants, and thetr uncommon Boſpi- 
tality.—Scandalous behaviour of the Engliſh ſol. 
Meri. —A child * one * the Englth folaters 
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reſolves to go over land to Rio Fantero, and obtains 
the Governor's leave for that" purpoſe. —The ſame 
Fawour refuſed to Mr. Minchin. 


if . 
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- chriſtened at Port St. Pedro. be Governor and dl 
a Lady of diſtiuction fland ſponſors.— The Author | 
and his companions prepare to leave Rio Grande. 1 
— Detained by contrary winds.— Ihe mode of 4 

. catching wild cattle in that country. — T he author 


| | 
Azovrt the middle of September, the Gene- i 
ral received a letter from the Governor of | 
Monte Video, a Spaniſh ſettlement” on the north [ 
ſide of the Rio de Plata, acquainting him that 4 
an Engliſh ſhip had been brought in there by 1 
mutineers ; that the ſhip's name was the Lady #4 
Shore, bound for Botany Bay, with Britiſh ſol- | 
diers and female convicts; that the Frenchmen [ ; 
who then commanded her, declared that they | 


had revolted in conſequence of having been 
FORCED INTO THE SERVICE AS 8OLDIERSz | * 
that they had made themſelves maſters of the 4 
thip near the Rio Grande; in doing which the | 
Captain, Chief Mate, and a ſoldier were killed, ; 
and that they had given the ſhip's launch, with : / 
all things neceſſary, to a Major, two officers of || 
the troops, two of the ſhip, and ſeveral others, 
at ſome diſtanc® from Rio Grande. The Gos 
vernor of Monte Video expreſſed the greateſt 
Concern to know whether we got ſafely on 
ſhore, 


ON r . — 5 
—— r —— — — 


32 
2 : 4 5 - 
„ — E — — —— 


Y 22 5 5 
8 v ad 2 wt 2 ” 3 
e 


— 
5 Nr 2; wp fr 4 


— — I PO IE IE; RY 


l EIT L IR 


[hes | -: vice L192 0F 
thore, and ſolicited his Excellency, in caſe we 
were with him, to engage us to ſend him a re- 
port of the tranſaction: he added, that. he was 
the more anxious for this, as he could rely upon 


our report, though not upon that of the muri 


Heers. 


His Excellency communicated the tu of 


this letter to me, and urged me to make a te- 
port, to be tranſmitted to the Governor of 
Monte Video; but I returned the ſame anſwer 
that I had done before, and excuſed myſelf to 
him as having no command in the ſhip, and 
having left home in diſgrace. 

Two reports were then made, one by Enfign 
Minchin, and one by Mr. Black, the Purſer ; 
the latter was done with candour, good ſenſe; 
and propriety ; but the former was of a very 

| different deſcription. Minchin, whether he 
xeally thought what he wrote, or whether he 
| Had private reaſons for miſrepreſentation, re- 
peated the ridiculous charge which has been al- 
ready hinted, of the prompt obedience of the 
failors to the mutineers ; this he repreſented in 


' Perſon on board that they only obeyed from ne- 

ceſſity, and becauſe a refuſal would, in all pro- 

bability, have been puniſhed with death. - 
The Surgeon of the ſhip, a ſpirited, amiable, 


and intelligent young man, had, as I before ob. 
_ ſerved, 
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ſerved, been forcibly detained by the muti- 
neers ; for him I entertained the high regard he 
ſo well deſerved, and, by the advice of his Excel- 
lency General da Veiga, wrote a letter to the 


Governor, in which I accounted for not making 


a report, intreating him to diſtinguiſh that me- 
ritorious young gentleman, and as an act of 
juſtice and humanity, to enable him to return 
to London as ſoon as poſſible, I addreſſed, at 
the ſame time, another to the Surgeon, both of 


which the General indulgently incloſed in his 
own letter to the Governor of Monte Video, and 


which he diſpatched by a courier. 

- The effect which the partiality the Genetal 
did me the honour to beſtow upon me, began 
now to' manifeſt itſelf in the conduct of ſome of 
my companions. Enſign Prater, in contempt 
and contradiction of the various reports he had 
ſigned, in violation of every ſocial tie which 
arofe from thoſe habits of intimacy in which we 


lived from the day of our arrival at Rio Grande 
gave a looſe to that malice he could no longer 


contain. He not only divulged what, by the 
common conſent of all parties, was judged pro- 
per to be concealed, but uttered a number of 
malicious flanders againſt me. Theſe his Sraiber 
Enfign reported to me, with many ſevere ſtric« 
tures on ſuch unwarrantable conduct; and added, 
_ as he had put us all in an aukward ſitua- 

tion, 
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tion, if I was diſpoſed to let him pals. _ 
niſhed, be would not. | 
In the courſe of 4 few NE EEE! and while 1 
was yet glowing with feelings much eaſier to be 
imagined than deſcribed, I ſaw Prater walking 
with Mr. Murchiſon, the Mate, in the ſtreet. 
Smitten with confcious guilt, he fled, and at- 
tempted to hide himſelf in the houſe of a 
burgher; I followed, and, having reached him, 
faid, that, though I felt more aſhamed than 
proud of drawing my ſword againſt him, ſtill. 
the wanton flanders he had uttered had placed 
me in ſuch a ſituation, in a ſtrange country, as - 
reduced me to the neceſſity of vindicating my- 
ſelf with the arms of a ſoldier; he had theres 
fore no remedy, no hope, but in a manly de- 


fence. He ſtood heſitating, and I was tempted 


to haſten him by a hearty kick, but in vain ; I 
told him, that, after having abuſed me in the 
manner he had done, he could not hope to 
ſcreen himſelf behind his want of courage; ſtill 
he refuſed to draw. My ſword was already in 
my hand, and my point directed to his boſom, 
when Mr. Murchiſon, the Mate, (who, together. 
with the Steward, into whoſe quarters he had 


fled, and was preſent at the whole affair,) ſeized 


my arm ; and, perhaps, prevented me from do- 
ing that, in a paroxyſm of paſſion, which might 


have Mn mo every cool moment of my fu- 
dure 
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ture life. I, however, made him leave me his 
ſword; and then permitted him to fly; but un- 
fortunately, Mr. Murchiſon, whoſe gobdneſs of 
heart induced him to interfere, received a ſevere 
wound acroſs his hand, when he threw himſelf 
before me to ſave Prater. 

That night I was put in arreſt 10 the Com- 
mandant, who, early in the morning, carried 
me to the Governor; by that excellent General 
J was treated with great and even unuſual kind- 
neſs ; and had the proud ſatis faction to hear 
from , himfelf the warmeſt encomium on my 
conduct, which he ſaid had given me a freſh 
claim to his friendſhip. Mr. Minchin likewiſe 


waited on his Excellency, tœexpreſs his diſap- 


probation of his brother officer's conduct; and 
ſaid, that though I had ſuffered ſome difficul- 
ties in my own country, which it was not his 
bufineſs to explain, ſtill Prater, as well as him« 
ſelf, knew me to be a gentleman and an old 
officer. I then wiſhed to relate to the General 
all the circumſtances of my diſgrace; but that 
truly great man impoſed filence upon me, ſay- 
ing,“ I will not ſuffer you to call to your me- 
«© mory any painful event.” e ; 
Prater, as well as myſelf, had been put under 
arreſt, and was. not yet enlarged; I folicited 
his Excellency to' diſcharge him, promiſing 
n my an that I would no more liſt my 
= hand 
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againſt him while in the government of R] 
Grande ; his Excellency replied, that after ſuch 
a promiſe from me, itwas no longer neceſſary 
to keep Prater in confinement, for he was con- 
fident that here was no danger of that gentleman's 
attacking me. He therefore ordered an Aid-du- 
Camp to announce to him that he was at liber- 
ty; but that his appearance at the General's 
table would be diſpenſed with for the future, 
I The next morning Prater ſent to me to pro- 
poſe to make any apology I might require; I 
anſwered him, that I could receive no apology. 
from him, but 1 thought he would do well to 
apologize to the Governor for the impropriety 
of his conduct. He accordingly ſent to the 
Colonel of engineers, the. General's Aid-du- 
Camp, and myſelf, and addreſſing himſelf to 
them, he begged of them to aſſure his Excel- 
lency that he lamented his miſconduct ; and 
ſolemnly declared that what he had done pro- 
ceeded from the effects of ENVY and wins. 
This meſſage was immediately delivered to the 
General, who ſmiled and ſaid, © Tell the poor 
*« gentleman to come and dine at my table when 
e he pleaſes;“ and Prater, to the utter aſ- 
toniſnment of every one who knew the tranſac- 
tion, never failed to appear at dinner as if no- 
thing had happened. 


The. province of Rio! Grande lies loin " 
6th. 
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6th degree of ſouth latitude, and 34th of weſt 


longitude; the ſoil is extremely fertile, pro- 
ducing all things in the greateſt abundance, 
with which the inhabitants are well ſupplied ; 
in fact, the luxury of the firſt claſs of the people 
1s exceſſive, and ſnch as one would ſcarcely expect 
in a place almoſt ſhut out from the reſt of the 
world. The town of Port St. Pedro is fituated 
about four leagues ſrom the mouth of the river, 
from which the province takes its name; it is 
moſtly of wood, ill- built, and ſtraggling, with 
very few good houſes; nor did I ſee above two 
or three that conſiſted of more than one floor. 
The Governor's houſe is ſmall, but conveni- 
enient and laid out entirely on a military plan. 


It conſiſts of a ſuite of apartments, all on the 


ground floor. There 1s a handſome cathedral, 
with very ſuitable eſtabliſhments about it; 
and I ſhould ſuppoſe that here, as well as every 
where, the clergy are well raken care of. 

The people, unlike thoſe of the mother 
country, are remarkably clean, and dreſs in a 
ſplendid manner; their linen, which ſeems with 
them a favourite article of dreſs, is exceedingly 
fine, and is always ſo clean that it really prepoſ- 
ſeſſes a ſtranger in their favour ; notwithſtanding 
I have ever carried cleanlineſs to a finical nice- 
ty, I made but a ſecond-rate figure at Port Ft. 
Pedro, for ſuch is the effect of the ſun, and the 
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pure water, that their linen is white 6 all 
imagination. 
| The hoſpitality of the . far exceeds 
1 all I ever ſaw in any other part of the world; 
| they are not contented with the cool civility 
| which is dignified with the name of hoſpitality 
in other countries; they court the ſociety of 
ſtrangers, merely for the ſake of heaping bene. 
fits upon them, and they are ever upon the 
watch for opportunities to do ſervice to all that 
approach their dwellings. I have already ſaid 
a few words on the manner in which the officers 
were treated, but Brazilian hoſpitality ſtopt not 
here; the inhabitants followed the very ſoldiers 
in the ſtreets, giving them invitations to their 
houſes, and preſſing favours upon them. How 
the ſoldiers returned theſe acts of kindneſs will 
be ſeen hereafter, 
Beſides the regular forces, the whole males 
are enrolled in the militia, and form, if not per- 
haps the beſt diſciplined, by far the beſt dreſſed 
corps in the world; their waiſtcoats and 
breeches are generally filk, as are the linings of 
their coats ; theſe, with the exceſſive whiteneſs 
and cleanneſs of their linen, render their ap- 
pearance truly elegant. 
The orderly and civilized manners of this 
elegant corps formed a ſtriking contraſt to the 
| Þehavipur of our Britiſh ſoldiers (two Serjeants, 
OI | to 
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two: Corporals, and two privates) who were 
there. Theſe heroes were perpetually quarrel- 
ling, not only among themſelves, and with their 
own officers, but with their benefactors in the 
town, on whom they never failed to beſtow 


every abuſive epithet their knowledge of the 


Portugueſaglanguage afforded them, by way of 
return for the civilities they received. This irre- 
gular and brutal conduct occaſioned the Gene- 
ral, though the mildeſt and moſt humane man 
living, to impriſon them in the guard-houſe; 
nay, ſuch was their behaviour, that during the 
ſeven weeks we were there, they were never all 
at liberty. So much was his Excellency diſ- 
pleaſed with them, that I have heard him re- 
peatedly fay, he would rather ſend thera home 
at his own expence, than ſuffer them to remain 
in the country he governed ; and all the officers 
of the garriſon declared with one voice, that for 


the laſt ten years ſo many puniſhments had not 


been known in that country. Sorry am I to 
add, that ſo frequent viſitors theſe ſoldiers were 
to the priſon, that the inhabitants * it the 
name of the Engltfh barracks. 

I might fill a volume with particular inſtances 


of the kindneſs we experienced, but the follow- 


ing will certainly ſhew that the ſoldiers ought 
to have at leaſt comported themſelves with 
decency. One of their wives who came with 
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us had ws brought to bed a few days before | 


ye left the ſhip; the infant as well as the mo. 


ther arrived ſafe, and were by a Brigadier-Ge- 
neral's widow, received into her houſe. . She 
cloathed the mother, and finding the child 
had not yet been chriſtened, reſolved to have 
that ceremony performed according to the rites 
of the church of Rome. A chriſtening is a very 
important concern in this country, and ma- 
naged with much ſplendor; accordingly the 
ſoldier's wife was dreſſed very handſomely, or- 


namented with diamonds which the lady lent 


her. The Brigadier's widow and the General 
ſtood ſponſors ; the ceremony was conducted in 
a moſt magnificent ſtyle, and when it was over, 
the General preſented the father with a ſmall 
ſum, which would probably afterwards have 
been augmented, had not his. miſconduct _ 


cluded his Excellency's bounty. 


We had been ſix weeks in Rio Gas every. 
day experiencing freſh marks of kindneſs from 
the General and the inhabitants ; it may indeed 
be truly ſaid, that his Excellency makes huma- 
nity his employment, and that thoſe under him 


ſtrive to imitate him. To myſelf he was conti- 


nually ſhewing new proofs of friendſhip, and 
when I was about to go, earneſtly intreated me 
to remain with him; an invitation too ho- 
nourable and too flattering to have been de- 

clined, 
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clined, had I not, for many reaſons, thought wy 

preſence in Britain abſolutely neceflary, 
About the 20th of September we prepared ta 

go on board ſome coaſting veſſels for Rio de 


Janeiro; Enſign Minchin, his Lady, the Purſer, - 


and myſelf, embarked in one veſſel, and Enſign 
Prater, Mr. Drummond, the ſoldiers' wives, 
and the reſt of our company on board. four 
others. The General made me feveral valuable 
preſents at my departure, and beſides filled our 
ſkip with abundance of all kinds of proviſions 
for the paſſage. 

The wind proving unfavourable we remained 
three weeks at the mouth of the harbour, where 
we amuſed ourſelves with ſhooting. We found 
vaſt numbers of a kind of plover, called by the 
_ Portugueſe Quero-Quero, from their cry; par- 
tridges are by no means plentiful, but there are 
abundance of ſnipes, ſtorks, ſea parrots, &c. 


The great number of vultures that abound here 


are a real bleſſing to the inhabitants, who kill 
every year vaſt quantities of wild cattle for the 
ſake of the ſkins ; the carcaſes which they leave 
in the woods would, by their putrefaction, occa- 
ſion peſtilence, did not they find a ready ſepul- 
chre in the rapacious maws of theſe voracious 


birds. 


They take theſe cattle in a very ſingular 


manner. One of their methods is by means of 
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a thong of plaited leather, from thirty to forty | 
Feet in length ; a ring of iron at one end ſerves 


to paſs the other end through, and thus form a 


running nooſe. The Indian who uſes this, gets 


within reach of a horſe or bullock, and taking a 
large coil of the thong in his right hand, and 


ſeveral others ready to veer away in his left ; he 


dexterouſly throws it over the animal's head, 
while he is flying from him full ſpeed, and by a 
ſudden check brings him to the ground. Their 
ether method is by three balls connected by a 
thong, two of which are about three inches in 


diameter, and the third, which is to be held in 


the hand about two inches, The hunter, when 
he wiſhes to uſe this, takes the ſmall ball in his 


right-hand, and ſwings the other two round his 
head till he has got the proper aim and velocity; 


he then throws it at the legs of the animal he is 
purſuing, with ſuch dexterity, as either to break 


or entangle them as he thinks fit. With theſe 


inſtruments, it is computed that from three to 


four hundred thouſand head of cattle are annu- 


ally ſlaughtered. 


We were ſeveral days a by contrary 


winds, and it being the general opinion of all 
who knew the coaſt, that the wind would not 


ſhift till the moon changed, my anxiety to re- 


turn to Europe increaſed, and my natural-im 
patience of temper rendered me quite unhappy. 
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Itherefore reſolved to ſolicit the Governor ot 
permit me to go over land, in ſpite of the dan- 
ger and difficulty attending ſuch an expedition 
but before I applied to his Excellency I pre. 
vailed on Mr. Black the Purſer, to promiſe to 
accompany me. 

In confequence of this refolution 1 diſperchl 
a meſſenger to his Excellency the General, who, 
with his uſual kindneſs and politenefs, returned 
me an immediate anſwer, allowing me to go 
when I pleaſed, and to take with me whom I 
might chuſe. 

Next morning, at day-break, we diſembarked 
to return to town. When we left the ſhip the 
wind was contrary, but juſt as we reached the 
ſhore it chopped about ; the pilot made the 
ſignal for the veſſels, ten in all, to weigh; we 
ſtood on the brink of the river, and, with ſome 
regret, ſaw them ſtand to ſea, and every ſhip, 
except that which we had juſt left, paſs the bar 


in ſafety. She ſtruck upon a bank, and a vio- 


lent gale ſpringing up at that moment, the pilot 
went to her aſſiſtance, but thinking her loſt, his 
own boat and the ſhip's launch took out all the 


perfons on board. Mr. and Mrs. Minchin ſaved 


all their property, but Mr. Black's trunk and 
mine were left on board, and the thip preſently 
after going to pieces, the unfortunate Purſer was 


Mr. 
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Mr. Minchin landed on the north ſide of the 
river, which is very broad, and we were on the 
ſouth, where no boat was to be had ; they there- 
fore went to the pilot's, and we mounted our 
horſes to proceed to the town. The General 
had already learnt from the ſignals, that one of 
the ſhips had been loſt on the bank ; from us he 


learnt all the particulars, and next morning 
ſent his barge to bring Mr. and Mrs. Minchin to 


town. 

Mr. Minchin requeſted the General to permit 
him to proceed over land, but his Excellency 
thought proper to. refuſe, telling him, that he 
would provide him a paſſage in one of the next 
ſhips, which would fail in the courſe of a few 
days. The General added, that ſuch an indul- 
gence was very unufual, and that his granting it 


to me was purely the effect of private friend- 
thip, as he muſt anſwer himſelf for any . 


quences that might enſue. 


CHAP. XXI. 


The author prepares for his journey, accompanied by 


Mr. Black, Richards a boy, a Brazilian ſervant, 


{wo dragcons, and led Indians. Set out, and lay 


the firſt night at Tropa Velba, where the couniriy 
begins to 2 YOU fertile, Elegant entertainment 
there. 
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there. Dine at the but of a poor Farmer.—Sleep 
at the houſe of an officer of auxiliary dragoons, 
where the entertainment is magnificent, — Remark=- 
able ſituation of Moiſtardio.— Manner of marking 
_ horſes on the royal farms. —Dexterity of the In- 
dians in the uſe of two very ſingular Weapons. —A 


merry prank played on a Farmer. Torres, a fort 


on the frontiers of the province of Rio Grande, de- 
ſeription of it ; vaſt number of ſeals there. — Bra- 
⁊ilian cavalry.—Charatter of the inhabitants of 
Rio Grande. —Farinha, a root uſed as a ſubſtitute 
for bread. — Difficulty in croſſing a large river. — 
A curious old Frenchman.— Extraordinary mode of 
fiſhing. — Mountains near Laguna. —Part with 
their former guides. From Lagina the road to- 
wards St.Catharine's very bad. Stop at a whale 
fiſhery, and next day arrive at St. Catharine's. 


W now prepared for our journey, with the 
fatigues of which we were made fully acquaint- 
ed, both by the General and others, who knew: 
and had experienced them. They repreſented 
to me in very urgent terms, that none but a 
ſtrong man inured to fatigue, could ſupport 
ſuch an expedition, through a country in many 
places deſolate, and in all but thinly inhabited; 
for my ſafety they expreſſed no apprehenſion, as 
my habits had ever been of the laborious and 
enterpriſing kind: but they with a well meant 
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earneſtneſs of intreaty, deſired me by no means 
to think of taking Mr. Black or the boy Richards 
with me. | 
Though Mr. Black was not an expert horſe- 
man, and the boy had never been in the faddle; 
the former treated the fatigue and danger with 
| contempt, and I was moreover, beſides the wiſh 
7 I had for ſuch a companion, bound to him by a 
| promiſe; as for the boy, his artleſs intreaties 
| were irreſiſtible; and he had ſo long been ufed 
ro look up to me as his only protector, that he : 
would not be diſſuaded; I was therefore obliged 
to permit him to join in the expedition. 
The mode of travelling in that country is 
| truly ſingular. There are no inns or any place 
F where freſh horſes may be regularly procured, 
BY the traveller therefore takes with him from fifty 
| to a hundred horſes, by far the greater part of which 
have never been mounted; theſe are driven be- 
fore him quite looſe, by one or two Indians, and 
when the horſe on which he rides is fatigued, the 
Indian catches him another. This would to an 
| European be no caſy taſk, but here it is far 
| otherwiſe ; for you have only to point out the 
horſe you wiſh, and the Indian makes directly 
at him, throws his hong or lace, before de- 
ſcribed, over the animal's head, and, in ſpite of 
all his efforts, leads him to you. 
His Excellency had given me an old dragoon, 
| who 
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who knew the country, for a guide, and a militia 
dragoon, to add to our force; we had alſo two 
Indians to drive our horſes. We were furniſh- 
ed with leathern baſkets for our baggage, which 
are laid on the backs of the horſes, ſomewhar 
like panniers; we had, however, not much to 
carry; the whole conſiſting of a few changes of 
linen, and a ſpare coat, our heavy articles hav- 
ing been left in the ſhip and loſt by her being 
. wrecked. | 

We took leave of our moſt 8 friend and 
benefactor the Governor, who, together with 
moſt of the officers of the garriſon accompanied 
us to the river ſide. Our conductor, who was 
already in the north town, having prepared 
every thing for our departure, we croſſed that 
evening, a diſtance conſiderably above a league, 
On the fourth of October, about ſeven in the 
morning, Black, myſelf, little Richards, and A 
ſervant I had engaged at Rio Grande, began our 
march. About eleven we reached the village of 


Eftreito, where we dined with the curate, who 


gave us a very friendly reception. After dinner 
we reſumed our route on freſh horſes, and in the 
evening, about ſix, we arrived at the houſe of a 
captain of auxiliary cavalry, about eleven leagues 
diſtant from the place whence we ſet out. 

We were elegantly entertained, but fat down 


to ſupper by ourſelves, the whole family being 
nder 
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under the deepeſt affliction for the loſs of a neat 
relation, who died a few days before. This re- 
lation had come to a tragical end while we were 
preparing for our journey, having been found 
murdered upon the ſhore near St. Pedro. Ir 
was generally ſuppoſed that he had been detec- * 
ted in an intrigue, as he had been ſeveral times 
obſerved by his ſervants to go out late in the 
evening, diſguiſed and armed; from the mark 
about his neck it was evident that he had been 
ſuddenly caught by a * /ace, no very unuſual 
mode of aſſaſſination in that country, and having 
been thus ſtrangled was thrown into the water. 
A little before we reached this place, where 
we took up'our firſt night's quarters, the coun- 
try begun'to look more fertile, and cultivation 
to appear. This captain's houſe is one of thoſe 
appointed for the reception of the Governor, in 
his journeys between Port Allegro, a town ſitu- 
ated about 60 leagues up the Rio Grande, where 
he uſually reſides, and Port Sr. Pedro, which he 
only occaſionally viſits. Our ſupper was, as I have 
before mentioned, very ſumptuous, and might, 
at leaſt, have handſomely entertained forty per- 
fons ; a vaſt quantity of proviſion went away 
untaſted, and after a fine deſert, and plenty of 
excellent wines, we retired to reſt; our beds 


* The natives give the name of /ace to the plaited lea: 
ther thong with which they catch animals. 


were 
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were ſuitable to our ſupper; I ſlept in that ap- 
Propriated to the General, and Mr. Black in 


that of his Adjutant. The whole of this ſeat 


is extremely pleaſant, and the gardens are laid 
out with taſte; it belongs to Captain Luiz da 
Souza, who, from his being the oldeſt captain, 
called it Tropa Velba, or the old troop. 

After a hearty breaktaft we too. leave of our 
hoſpitable entertaiaer, and proceeded on our 
Journey through a fine roman.ic country. 
About eleven we reached a hut, where we could 
have nothing to eat till they killed a ſheep, upon 
part of which we dined. In this hut the crew 
of a ſouth- ſeaman, wrecked upon the coaſt ſome 


years ago; lived a conſiderable time; and one of 


them who embraced the Roman Catholic faith, 
Rtill remains a few leagues off, The General, 
whoſe humanity every ſtranger is ſure to expe- 
rience, not only ſtood ſponſor to him at the time 
of his ſecond baptiſm, but ſhewed him many 
marks of favour, which, ſo far as I could learn, 
he very little deſerved. 

After a ſhort repoſe during the heat of the 
day, when; in fact, travelling is almoſt impoſ- 


ſible, we again proceeded on our journey, and 


that night were entertained at the houſe of a 
Captain of dragoons, named Foze Carneiro Ge- 
raldes, This gentleman's houſe is likewiſe one 
of thoſe where the General repoſes in his pro- 
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greſſes, and here again we were feaſted in 4 q 
ſumptuous manner. Our beds were extremely 3 
magnificent, and here, as the night before, q 
and I may add, ſo long as we ſlept at his I 
Excellency's houſes of reſt, I was compli- 
| mented with the General's own bed, and 1 
| | Mr. Black with that of his Adjutant. Next 3 
= morning we were furniſhed with proviſions and 
| other neceſlarics, and after breakfaſt ſet for- : 
ward. 5 | 3 
About our uſual hour we reached the village 
of Moiftardio, where we dined with the vicar, a 
man of good education and polite manners, who F 
gave us a very kind reception. This village is : 
remarkable for its ſituation, being in the middle 
of a ſand, though ſurrounded by a very fine and 
fertile country; it conſiſts of one large ſtreet of 
tolerably well-built houſes. After dinner we 
continued our route to Naſtantia de Pavox, a royal 
farm. Here, to the number of horſes we had 
already collected, and were driving before us, we 
ue added about a dozen ; they are the property of 
q the crown, and are diſtinguiſhed by having one 
| | ear cut. * | 
| The adjacent country, as far as can be ſeen, is 
| covered with infinite numbers of wild horſes, | 
| fome few of which may indeed have been once 
or twice mounted, and then again loſt or rurned 
looſe, but by far the greateſt part are in a ſtate 
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of nature. The inhabitants keep a few, and but | | 
a few domeſtic ones, and when they want any | 
for the King's ſervice, for which demands are 
frequently made, they catch the wild ones, 
and among the number thus collected, the tra- 
veller muſt ſelect thoſe he means to ride. As _ 
neither of my Britiſh companions nor my ſer- | 
vant were expert horſemen, I always defired that | 
they ſhould have the tameſt horſes. ' Little | | 
Richards, on account of his youth, I mounted 
on the moſt tractable, Mr. Black claimed the 
next preference, and then my Brazilian ſervant ; 
as to myſelf, the dragoons, and the Indians, we 
took any that.offered, if they only appeared to 
be able to perform their work. 
Next day we reached the houſe of an Aula 
Captain, where we dined, and were entertained 
in a plain hoſpitable manner; after dinner we 
again proceeded, and I was eye-witneſs to a 
piece of Indian dexterity and addreſs, which I 
cannot forbear relating at full length, as it will j 
more forcibly than any deſcription exemplify 2 FJ 
the manner in which they uſe their plaited | 
thong, called in that country lace, and their | 
balls. | 
Towards evening one of the horſes which we 
were driving before us, contrary to the common 108 
practice of thoſe animals, ſeemed determined to | 
_ eſcape on his companions. After ſeveral ; 
fruitleſs 
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fruitleſs attempts, he at length ſucceeded in 


detaching himſelf, and gallopped away at a moſt - 
furious rate; one of the Indians purſued him, 
I accompanied him in the chace. After tollow- 


ing him for at leaſt an hour, overevery obſtacle, 
during which time the Indian made ſeveral vain 
attempts to nooſe him in his lace, no reſource 
was left, ſince night was coming on and we 
were drawing near a wood, but the balls. - Theſe 
are never unneceſſarily uſed, as the danger of 
laming the animal is conſiderable; but the 
proſpect of loſing the horſe in the thicket, and 
perhaps a little pique at the trouble occaſioned 
by the unruly beaſt, induced the Indian to 
apply to this laſt expedient. He therefore took 


his balls, as before deſcribed ; holding the 


{mall one in his right hand, he followed the 
object of our purſuit, whirling them round his 
head till he ſaw his opportunity; when (at 


about forty yards diſtance) he threw them with 
great force at the animal. The balls flew whirl- 


ing through the air, and completely entangled 
the hind legs of the horſe, ſo that they were de- 


-prived of all motion unleſs together. Thus 


hampered, the furious beaſt dragged himſelf 
near a mile, until fatigue compelled him to ſtop, 
when the Indian, with great dexterity, threw the 
lace over his head, and hawled it tight round 


his neck. Curious to know how he would un- 
fix 
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fix the balls, which were twiſted in a very ex- 11 
traordinary manner round the horſe's hind legs, 1111 
J offered no aſſiſtance, but ſuffered him to ma- 141 
nage the buſineſs entirely by himſelf. on, on | 
He begun by diſmounting, and till keep- — 
ing his Jace tight, tied a knot with the end at! 
of it round the fore legs of the horſe, by the — 
means of which he in a moment threw him | | 1 i 
upon his fide; he then ſet his foot on the Att 
horſe's neck, but without ſlackening that part td 
of the lace which was round it, and crawled 1 | 
down over his body, till he could reach the 11 
hind legs, from which he diſentangled the balls ; [1350 
after this he flipped the knot which tied the +9300 
fore legs, and allowing him to riſe, led him 1 
away. We then rejoined our companions, and 11 
reached the houſe of a farmer, who was alſo an ' I 
auxiliary Lieutenant, ſituated in a moſt roman» Hi | 
tic ſpot; pn one fide, the view is bounded by 1 
mountains, and on the other, it opens to an ex- | 1 
tenſive proſpect, where woods, lakes, and rivers 4 
afford a moſt charming relief to each other. The W:! 
country is very fertile, and the uncultivated 1 Fl 
parts abound in game, and immenſe numbers of | 1 | 
wild horſes and cattle; oftriches are alſo very i it 
plentiful here. | 1 
We were hoſpitably received, and 3 1 
with good accommodations of every ſort, and a} 
in the morning purſued our journey. About [ f ll 
mr noon 1 
h vn 
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noon we arrived at a very poor farm, where 


. we could procure no refreſhment, except a little 


milk: we therefore had recourſe to the provi. 
fions we had brought with us, and in the even- 
ing found ourſelves at a farm not much better 
than that we had lately left; here we paſſed the 
night. e 
Next morning, about ten, we oame to a river, 
which we forded, and about noon came to ſome 
fiſhermen's huts on the banks of the river, near 
its mouth; we were again compelled to dine on 
our own proviſions, and then forded the river a 
ſecond time. About five we arrived at a cluſter 
of ruined huts, occupied by a few negroes, and 
a new unfiniſhed houſe at a ſmall diſtance. 
Here we found nothing but ſome beef, milk, and 
eggs, and the negroes huts were ſo ruinous and 


filthy, that it was impoſſible to enter them 


count of the ſtrength of the bars; but an open- 


without diſguſt; the new houſe was ſhut up, 
the windows were barred on the infide, one door 
was bolted within, the other locked, and the 
owner, who was gone to another eſtate he oecu- 
pied at a conſiderable diſtance, had the key with 
him. Notwithſtanding I had often lain in the 
fields, I did not feel myſelf at all diſpoſed to 
do ſo when a good houſe preſented itſelf, but 
the difficulty was how to get in. We could not 
force the windows without doing injury, on ac- 


ing 


* 3434-70 1, OR Be Hs 3 


MAJOR SEMPLE LISLE. 247 


ing of conſiderable ſize over each door, though 
too ſmall to creep through, gave us a view of 
the interior of the houſe. * By looking through 
the hole over the door which was locked, I could 
perceive where the bolt on the inſide of the 
other was ; one perſon was therefore held up by 
the reſt of us, who, putting his arm and a long 
ſick through the aperture over the bolted door, 
with much difficulty, after a number of ineffec- 
tual efforts, withdrew the bolt. | | 
We found the houſe totally unfurniſhed, but 
there was a ſide of bacon and a cheeſe, with 
which we made free to augment our ſupper ; we 
then made our beds of our horſe cloths and 
went to reſt. In the morning, when ready to 
depart, we reſolved to play a fly joke upon our 
landlord, and accordingly firſt bolted the locked 
door, ſo as to render his key uſeleſs. We then 
all went out, except the boy Richards, who, 
having bolted the other door, built himſelf a 
little ſtage, by the help of which he reached the 
hole over it. Through this we with difficulty 
dragged him, and then having puſhed down 
the ſtage with a ſtick, and bribed the negroes 
to ſecrecy, we departed, leaving the owner to 
exerciſe his ingenuity in contriving how he 
might enter his own houſe. 
The evening was almoſt dark when we amd 
here; but the beautiful view which opened upon 
N 2M 4 us 


— A . 
e 
. 


4 


i 0 244 _- g — A 1 - 
* 1 4 8 r bo FLOSS. r e 1 ES . k — « q * „ * 
w 5 - FP . . vw At * — n ig? 2% 2 Þ 83 & * Ae N 
1 1 * N * * I . 44 * : 5 : 0 . 
* N ery. pe ent ot SS . : : p * ASSP ae yes 


243 THE LIFE Or 


us in the morning, made me quit this place with 
regret. The country round was aſtoniſhingly 


fertile, and abounded in all ſorts of game ; the 
houſe itfelf ſtood about half a mile from a noble 


and extenſive lake, bordered by a margin of 


luxuriant graſs; beyond this aroſe a grove of 


ſtately trees, which never loſe their verdure, 


while the range of mountains, which runs along 
the coaft, bounded the proſpect, and harmo- 
nized in a moſt pictureſque manner, with the 
pure azure of the ſky. Having quitted thig 
beautiful ſcenery, we preceeded on our march, 
and having refreſhed ourſelves at a farm, went 
on to Torres, a fort ſituated on an eminence by 
the ſea on the frontiers of ** province of * 
Grande. 

About a league befare we came to 7 orres, the 
road led us down to the ſea coaſt, where we 
travelled along the ſands, eluſe to the water, for 


a conſiderable diſtance. Here we had a full. 
view of the mountain on. which the fort is built, 
and of another abreaſt of it, each of which pre- 
fents a perpendicular front of rocks, of amazing 


height, to the ſea ; theſe with ſome ſmall craggy 


iſlands very near the ſhore exhibit a majeſtic __ 
view, and form a ſtriking contraſt to the ſeenes 


of fertility we had juſt left. The fort, though 


it might be rendered impregnable, in its preſent 


ſtate, hardly merits the name, Some batteries, 
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are indeed begun, but none are finiſhed; nor did 
I ſeem e than two guns mounted. 

The dragoon, who had been our conductor on 


our march, was now ſo fatigued that reſt was 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary for him. His exertions 


had really been ſurprifing; for he had the 
charge of every thing, and had rode at leaſt three 
miles where we had rode one; my ſervant like- 


wiſe was totally worn out ; I therefore conſented 
to ſtop twenty-four hours. To this I was the 
more readily induced as the ſociety we met with 
was highly amiable; for the Lieutenant who 
commanded, had two charming daughters who 
fung delightfully, and played with much taſte on 
the harp and other inſtruments. 

The morning after our arrival I explored the 


mountain on which the fort ſtands, as well as 


the adjacent one, each of which, eſpecially the 


latter, is perpendicular towards the ſea, The 


rock forms a cove, at the bottom of which is an 
inacceſſible cave; into this, even in the moſt 
moderate weather, the ſea rolls with a moſt tre- 


mendous noiſe, that may be heard many leagues, 


and ſometimes, in firong eaſterly gales, even 


riſes above its roof. From hence, as well as 


from the fort of Torres, we could dinſtinctly ſee 
thoſe ſmall rocky iſlands, which I have before 
mentioned x from this place, they ſeemed alive 
on account of the great number of ſeals with 

which 
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which they were covered. The Lieutenant 
ſhewed me ſeveral ſkins of ſuch as he had killed, 
many of which were fully as large and coarſe as 


a bull's hide. q 
This is the northernmoſt frontiers of the pro- 


vince of Rio Grande, and though but thinly inha- 


bited, the Lieutenant aſſured me he could, when» 


ever it might be required, collect five hundred 
men in twenty-four hours, all of them trained to 
arms. I muſt here remark that this gentleman 
was more than commonly intelligent, and very 
capable of ſhining in a much a ſphere than 
that in which he then moved. 

The only commodities of this fertile ad hn 
tiful country are corn and hides; with the for- 
mer, they ſupply the reſt of Brazil, and the lat- 
ter are exported to Rio Janeiro, and thence. to 
Europe. The Brazilian cavalry might be made 
the beſt in the world, eſpecially for that coun- 
try; the horſes are excellent, and will live 
where an European horſe could not exiſt. The 
men are robuſt and hardy, and being accuſtomed 
from their infancy to the ſaddle, ſupport fatigues 
on horſeback in an aſtoniſhing manner, Every 
dragoon, beſides the horſe on which he rides, 


has from two to five ſpare ones, which accom- | 


pany the regiment ; he carries, beſides the uſual 
arms of a horſeman, his lace and balls, and when 


he finds his horſe tired, he turns him looſe, and 
'* * "Eres 
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Their elegance is very great; even the privatgs 
having their large ſpurs and their ſword hilts of 
maſſive ſilver. 

The inhabitants of the province of Rio Grande 
differ conſiderably from thoſe of the reſt of 


Brazil, as well as from thoſe of Portugal; they 


are active and induſtrious ; remarkably hoſpi- 
table to ſtrangers, and exhibit ſtrong marks of 
cheerfulneſs and good temper in every look. 
We reſted at Torres one day as had been 
agreed upon, and our guide finding himſelf ca- 
pable of travelling we reſumed our march. We 
ſet out at day-light, and immediately on quitting 
Torres entered the Captaniba of Santa Calberinba. 
Our route lay along the ſea ſhore, and about 
noon we came to an hut where we could procure 
no proviſions except milk and a little rum, ſo that 
we were compelled to dine upon this and a little 
farinba which we carried with us. | 
As I may have occaſion to mention the 


Farinba again, it will not be, perhaps, wandering 


too far from my line to give ſome account of 
this ſingular production. The Portugueſe call 
it farinha de pao, or flour of wood, and prepare it 
from the root of a ſhrubby plant, every where 
to be found in Brazil ; the root is ſucculent, and 


about an inch in diameter at largeſt. When 
poaſted it taſtes very like a potatoe ; but to pre- 
| pare 
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pare it as a Cubſtiture for bread, they employ a 
fort of mill, which carries a large circular 
grater ; this machine reduces the farinha rather 
to little lumps than to the ſtate of flour, and it 
is thus eaten by the country people, either 
alone, or mixed up with cold water into à ſort 
of paſte, When the Portugueſe ſhips of war are 
on the Brazil ſtation, it is ſerved out to the 
people under the name of farinha de guerra; 
they ſeem to like it much, and ſometimes eat it 
baked with ſugar or treacle, when it forms a 
| ſort of ſweetmeat, far from diſagreeable. Fa» 
rinba and bananas, which are equally plentiful, 
form almoſt the ſole food of the negroes; and 

; all the inhabitants, without diſtinion, are ſo . 
f accuſtomed to it, that very little bread is made 

N | uſe of 34. 

* Having waited to refreſh ourſelves a the 
| heat of the day, we proceeded on our route, and 
1 in the evening reached a river which it was neceſ- 
1 ſary we ſhould c roſs, in order that we might pro- 
} cure quarters at a guard-houſe that has been 
| built on the oppoſite ſide. It was ſo dark that 
[ ve could not be ſeen by the guard on the other 
fide, who are placed there to ferry paſſengers 

! acroſs in canoes, and the river was ſo broad that 

A ve could not make ourſelyes heard. Notwith- 
* ſtanding the rapidity of the ſtream my ſervant 
ſtripped and ſwam oyer ; he found the ſoldiers, 
| _ wha 
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who inſtantly came for us. Our horſes, to the 
number of about fifty, we ſwam acroſs, and turn- 
ed them to feed, during the night in a meadow 
near the banks; we ourſelves were compelled to 
ſleep in a ſorry guard - houſe, occupied by about 
a dozen militia ſoldiers. We could meet with 


no ſort of proviſions, except ſome badly dried 


fiſh, not even ſo much as farinha; fortunately, 
however, in the bottom of a bag, in which we 
had carried ſoqe proviſions, we found a few 
| handfuls, on wich, and a little rum, we had 
brought from the hut where we had ſtopped at 
noon, we made our ſupper. Our ſaddle cloaths 


were our beds for the night, during whicha vaſt 


quantity of rain fell ; the roof was totally ina- 
dequate to keeping us dry, and we were almoſt 
as completely drenched as if we had remained 
Er the open air. | 

Early in the morning we were viſited by a 
little old Frenchman who lived farther up the 
river; he had come into that country as a ſol- 
dier, and had lived there twenty-ſix years, dur- 
ing which time he had never heard his own 
language ſpoken. Through want of practice 


he had almoſt forgotten it, nor yet could he roy | 
4 


plain himſelf in Portugueſe ; in ſhort, none 
his own family could comprehend him. Not 
being able to make himſelf underſtood by 
words, he attempted to do it by ſigus and geſ- 
ures z 
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tures; in theſe, by long habit, he Had arquirtd 
a moſt groteſque facility, and abſolutely ſomes - 


times, might have _ miſtaken for a then: 


baboon. 


At ſeven next morning bur horſes were col⸗ 
lected, and we prepared to continue our jour- 


ney. We found ourſelves obliged to paſs ano- 


ther branch of the ſame river, not leſs rapid 


than the former; the horſes were ſent over by 
the dragoons and Indians, and we followed in 2 | 


Canoe. 
Here we ſaw an extraordinary may of fin- 
ing, almoſt incredible indeed, and what I ſhould 


not perhaps have ventured to mention, had not 


Mr. Black, in his narrative, already publiſhed 
it. The fiſh, at the river's mouth, are ſo very 


- plentiful, that the ſhoals ſeem to cover the ſur 


face of the water, and nothing more is done than 


to beat the waves with the paddles of the canoes. 
The fiſh, thus alarmed, having no room to fave 

themſelves by ſwimming, leap out of the water 
in ſuch numbers, that thoſe which accidentally 


fall into the canoe, are ſufficient to load it in a 
few minutes. 

When we had croſſed dls; river, one of our 
horſes took in his head to leave his companions, 


and ſet off as faſt as he could; he was followed 
by many others, and we were in danger 6f 


lofing feveral more. The fame Indian, who 
| bad 
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nad ſo nimbly purſued the former fugitive, 1 
wphoſe adventure I have already related, imme- 1 
diately gallopped after them, and I thinking he Till 
might de unable to manage them all, joined the © it! 
chace. We followed them a long time over the : 14 
hot burning ſands, in many places almoſt up to 1 g 
our horſes bellies; but at length we ſucceeded | 1 
in bringing them all back, and about noon reſt- 
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ed at ſome huts, where we procured a little rum, | 
and dined upon ſome fiſh we had bought from „ 
the men we ſaw catching them at the mouth of 
the Heer.. 44 
Aſter dinner, we reſumed our journey, de- 1 ; 
en upon the information of our guides, $i? 
that we might reach the town of Laguna that [| 
night, which they ſaid was only about five 
leagues off. We were, however, diſappointed, - 
and in the evening found that we were ſome 
| leagues from that town; we therefore'went to 
che houſe of a prieft, who was not at home, but 
' Having got ſore fowls from the ſlaves, who alſo 
killed a ſheep to accommodate us, we ſtaid 
there! thar night, ad in the —_—_— Mes off for — 1 
Her we Wet with the only mountains e.. 1138 
cept thoſe at Torres, which we wereo bliged to 1100 
croſs. We paſſed ſeveral hills of ſand, of great 224M 
magnitude, and at laſt reached the top of a 
rocky precipice, where we found that our guides 
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had miſſed the way. We were unwilling to 6s 
turn the road we came, and therefore endeavours 
ed to find ſome place, where the deſcent might 
be practicable ; we found one, which we 
thought tolerably ſafe, and having difmounted, 
drove our horſes down the deſcent, following 


them on foot. 


As we approached Laguna, the country had | 


n very romantic, hilly, and witd appearance, 


We had much difficulty in finding our way, we, 
however, at length, after croſſing an immenſe 


| meadow, reached the river, at the mouth of 


which, on the north ſide, the town of Lagu 
lays. The horſes we had been thus far fu 


plied with were to ſtop here; we therefore dref- 


ſed ourſelves under a tree, while the canoe was 
getting ready to carry us to the town. Before 
we reached the river which leads to the bar we 
had a lake to paſs which is very broad, very till, 
and very ſhallow. The river, on the contrary, 
is very deep, and the current, in ſome places, 
extremely ſtrong. After a paſſage of about an 
hour and a half, we arrived in the harbour, 
which we found full of ſmall veſſels, re ly 
well built, and much appearance of commerce 


on every hand. We were conducted immedi- 


ately to the Commandant, by whom we were ex- 


tremely well lodged, and entertained in a very 


tandſome manner, : 


— * 


257 
_- Ligu na is 2 ſmall town, but well . built, the 
P dreſs well; and ſeem to live in great 
plenty; the country round it is uncommonly 
beautiful, and every thing ſeems to conſpire rg 
render the place rich and flouriſhing. 

At Laguna we diſmiſſed our dragoons and 
ban, by whom I wrote A letter of thanks to 
the Governor of Rio Grande, acknowledging all 
the favours we had received from him and his 
, garrifon. 
our journey had, inſtead of abounding in hard- 
ſhips, been exceedingly pleaſant and entertain 
ing. Had I been able to foreſee the inconve- 
niences we were to meet with the next day, I 
| might not perhaps have wrote ſo gaily. 

Reps rom Laguna we took freſh guides, who, ag 

poll as the former, were dragoons; we alſo had 
freſh horſes, and on the morning of Sunday, 
October 16th, we reſumed our journey. Abour 
noon we arrived at Villa Nova, a village moſt 
beautifully fituated on the fide of a hill, where 
we reſted during the heat of the day, and then 
again changing horſes and guides, we ruſhed 
into ſcenes new to us. Our road lay through 
immenſe foreſts, where the path was ſo narrow 
as to preclude the poſſibility of two going 
abregft z in many places it was indeed almoſt 
too narrow for one; and Mr. Black was once li- 
terally Jamimed between two trees, ſo that it re- 


wit . 8 quired 


MAJOR SEMPLE LISLE, 


At the fame time I aſſured him that 
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quired our united efforts to diſengage him. In 
many parts the road was ſo ſteep that 1, though 
vanity flatters me with being a fkil ful horſeman, 
could with difficulty keep my feat; nor is this 
all, for the trees over-hang the way in ſuch 4 
manner, that during many hours we were forced 
to crouch down upon our horſes necks, and in 

that painful poſture we had to aſcend and de- 

ſcend precipices. 

We marched to a ſpecies of mufic every 7 
adapted to the rugged ſcenes around us; the 
roaring of different ſavage beaſts, and the hiffing 
of ſerpents were heard every moment; but 
though we often judged from the horrid founds 

that they were very near us, we ſaw none. Afﬀtet 1 
a moſt rroublefome and fatiguing march we =_ 
reached a whale fiſhery, about eleven or twelve 3 
leagues from St. Catharine's, a little after ſun- 
fet. 

Here we were kindly received by the ſaper- 
intendant, apparently an intelligent man; he 
inhabited an excellent houſe, the beſt T had till 

_ then ſeen in the country, and ſhewed us all the 
works and buildings belonging to che place. 
From the complaints he made againſt the 
Britiſh whale-fiſhers, it ſhou!d ſeem that in this 
place they ſenfibly, and to their lofs, feel the 
effects of the . e and COTE of my — 
trymen. 
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Zy his advice we agreed to proceed from 
hence to St. Catharine's in one of his whale.. 
boats, being quite diſcouraged by his deſcrip. 
tion of the road, which he repreſented at even 
worſe than that we had paſſed. We leftthe 
fiſhery early in the morning, and about two 
o'clock reached the place of our deſtination. 
This paſſage for beauty exceeds any thing T 
have ever ſeen of heard of, laying between a 
range of moſt fertile mountains, diſtant from 


each other, in the narroweſt places, about a 


league. The whole coaſt, on both fides, ſeems 
an orangerie; on our paſſage we were induced 
to ſtop at a farm-houſe, in a moſt delightful 
ſituation, to refreſh ourſelves, and there the 
people almoſt loaded our boat with excellent 


o 


Oranges. . : in 7 ” ad 


| CHAP. XXI11; 


Arrival at St. Catbarine s, honourably received 
- there. Te Portugueſe fleet from Rio de Faneira 
laying in the road of St. Catharine's, the author's 
arrival is announced to the Admiral. —Superb ce- 
remony at the Admiral's landing. Character of 
the troops there,—The curious manner in which 
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10 ians ride. The author meets with an ald 
acquaintance.— Is moſt kindly treated by the Ad. 


tiral.— Ile and Mr. Black yo to dine withithe 


| Admiral, and viſit the other Captains. bey paſs 
.  #heir lime in every pleaſure.—They \ſail far Rio 


de Jauciro.— Ihe author is treated with mitch 
diſtinction by the Aumirul.— Ile preſents: his lets 

- ters lo the Adjutant-General and tbe Hicero).— 
The perfidy of Enfign MincbMi, who gets into dif 
grace for iu. Minchin and Prater make applica» 
tion to the Viceroy to be paid as in England, which 
ic refuſed.—The author refuſes to receive any 


money.—T hey prepare to depart, and the author is 


ſen on board the Ulyſſes.—Mr. Murchiſon and 
Mr. Black embark onboard two Southſea whalers. 


All, except the aut bor, ordered on boay Auer 
Minchin” D bumorous enbarkation, 


O, our arrival at St. Catharine's we were - 
conducted to the Governor, to whom I preſent. 
ed the letter of recommendation which the 


Governor-General of Rio' Grande had given 
me. We were received with much politeneſs, 


and apartments in the palace aſſigned to us. I 
acquainted the Governor with my deſire to con- 


tinue my journey to Rio de Janeiro immediately 


by land, if it were poſſible, if not, to be allowed 
to embarłk in the firſt ſhip; he told me, that we 
were very fortunate, for that Admiral Antonio 
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ard de Valle, had arrived from Ria de J. 
nelrv, only two days before, with a ſquadron of 


four ſhips of the line, three frigates and a brig. 
He added, that the Admiral with his fleet lay 


in the road, about four miles below the town, 


and that he had not yet been on ſhore, but was 


expected the next day, and that, moſt probably, 
he would furniſh us with a paſſage to the port 
we wiſhed to reach. The Governor the ſame 
night ſent his Aid-de-Camp on board the Admi- 
ral's ſhip to acquaint him with our or 
and arrival at St. Catharine's. 

The ſecond day after our arrival the Admiral 


came on ſhore with great ceremony. Not only 


the garriſon of the town and all the militia of 
the iſland; but a battalion of infantry then in 
that place, on its march for Rio Grande, were aſ- 
ſembled, and formed in two lines from the pa- 


rade before the palace to the landing pace, to re- 


cei ve his Excellency. 


The troops made a very fine figure, were well 


dreſſed," and the cavalry particularly verified 
the opinion I had formed of them in Rio 
Grande. The militia uniform of that iſland, 


both for cavalry and infantry is light blue; 


they are ſtout, well made men, and the horſes 
are better than in Rio Grande. This is owing to 


their eating corn, whieh thoſe of Rio Grande, ex- 


* ſuch as are tamed and accuſtomed to it, 
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will not touch; but the great number of the 
which are every where to be found, renders 4 
ſingle horſe of very little importance. The 
Indians, who are very dextrous in catching 
them, ride in a very ſingular manner: their 
ſaddle is coarſe, and the girths are of hide; their 
bridles exactly reſemble thoſe of the Moors, 
Turks, and Tartars, a circumſtance which the 
more aſtoniſhes me that there is no connection 
between the countries, but their ſtirrups are 
widely different, and truly ſingular in their con- 
ſtruction; they conſiſt of a piece of wood which 
forms a ſort of ſemicircle, about an inch diame- 
ter, and there is a hole through each end of this 


to receive the ſtirrup leather. The Indian 


fixes his great oe in this curved piece of wood, 
which is juſt large enough to receive it, nor 
does he touch the ſtirrup with any other part of 
his foot; in fact, they ride (contrary to the 
practice of the Moors, &c.) with ſuch long 
ſtirrups, that it requires the utmoſt extent of 
the leg, to reach them even with the toe. 
The Admiral's departure from his ſhip was 
announced by the uſual ſalute, and a ſignal gun 
was fired from every fort on the coaſt between 
the road where the ſhips lay and the town; theſe 
forts, as he paſſed them, likewiſe fired à royal 
ſalute. This great ceremony was perſormed 
becauſe his Excellency had come from Liſbon, 
inveſted 
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inveſted by the royal commiſſion with extraor- 


dinary powers to inſpect into. the affairs of Bra» 
zil. He came on ſhoxe in à very elegant barge, 
accompanied by all the Captains and other ſu- 


perior officers of his ſquadron, whoſe boats fol- 


| lowed his in order, according to their rank and 


ſeniority. 
As be approached the landing-place, Mr. 


Black and myſelf accompanied the Governor 


and Staff to receive him; we were there pre- 
ſented merely as matter of form, but no conver- 
ſation took place at that time. From the land- 


ing-place the Admiral went in ſtate to the 


church, and having heard maſs, he entered into 


converſation; for it is the etiquette of Portugal 
never to enter upon any buſineſs till the cere- 


monies of religion have been complied with, * 

Among the officers who attended his Excel- 
ae. was a French nobleman, who had known 
me on the Continent with the army of 'the 
Rhine, at a time when I was honoured with the 
friendſhip and confidence of the diſtinguiſhed 
perſonages whom 1 have already mentioned, 
The Admiral having ſeen the letter of recom- 
mendation which I brought, and being himfelf 


a man of amiable manners, ſpoke to me in the 


.moſt polite terms, begging that he might have 
.the pleaſure of ſupplying the loſs I had ſuſtained 
** my ſeparation from ſuch a friend as General 
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da Veiga: He returned on board very late that 
evening, and on leaving us, invited us on board 


his ſhip the following day. One of the com- 
manders of a line- of- battle ſhip alſo gave us an 


invitation to ſpend a day with him, and told the 


Admiral that he would fend hie barge for us; this 
gentleman was our countryman Captain Thomp- 
ſon, an officer whoſe praiſes need not my ſeble 
pen to enumerate them. 


Next day Captain Thompſon's boat n 
for us, and we went immediately to the Admi- 


ral's ſhip ; he received us with the greateſt po- 


liteneſs, and having paid our reſpects to him, we 


made viſits, in the courſe of the forenoon, to all 


the other Captains. We returned to dine with his 
Excellency, and when we took leave in the even- 
ing, he told us to look upon his ſhipas our home. 


While we remained there, he added, that for the 


voyage he would accommodate me, the boy, 


and my ſervant, on board his own ſhip, and that 
he would provide a paſſage for Mr. Black in 
another of his ſquadron. Captain Thompſon, 
on learning this-from us, ſolicited that Mr. 
Black might go with him, to which hp Admis 
ral gave his aſſent. | 

On board the Admiral's ſhip we had the pes 
ſure to meet with a countryman, Phillip Han- 


corne, Eſq. equally diſtinguiſhed by the ele- 


gance'of his manners, his talents, and his ap- 
pearanęę; 
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pearance; he then held the honourable rank of 
Captain of the Fleet, or what they call Major 
General da E/quadra ; and of this gentleman, to 
whom I ſtand infinitely indebted, I wall have 
to ſay much hereafter. 

We returned to the palace of st. Catharine 8. 
und during our ſtay there, which was about 
three weeks, we were treated with the moſt po- 
lite attention by the Governor and principal 


inhabitants of the iſland. Our amuſements 
were various; the Governor, who was very fond 
of muſic and dancing, gave frequent balls, at 


which many of the officers of the Fleet attended; 
and the more to encourage- the Admiral, who 
would not ſleep out of his ſhip to come on ſhore, 
he left the town of St. Catharine's, and removed 
to a houſe at St. Antonio, This is a moſt plea- 


fant fituation, and much nearer to where the 


fleet lay at anchor than the town of St. Catha- 


rine's, where we continued to reſide, paying fre- 
quent occaſional viſits to St. Antonio, and paſ- 
ſing our time in a moſt pleaſant manner. I here 
| contracted an intimacy with Major Joaquim 


Correa da Serra, Chief of Engineers, a man of 


univerſal knowledge, whoſe profeſſional talents 
intitle him to the moſt brilliant fituation ; ſuch, 


indeed, are his various accompliſhments, that I 
never think of him, without lamenting that he is 
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The ifland of St. Catharine's is remarkably 
fertile, and might, with a little pains, be made 
2 moſt productive ſpot ; but ſo great js the la» 
zineſs of the inhabitants, that little or nothing 
is done by them, even the cattle for the market 
being brought from Rio Grande. 

On the 32ſt of October 1797, while we were 
enjoying all the amuſements of the place, our 
approaching departure was announced to me by 
Philip Hancorne, Eſq. in the following polite 
note: 

*The Major-General of the Eſquadra preſent 
* his compliments to Major Life, has the ho- 
© nour to inform him, that the * General would 
« wiſh him to embark to-morrow, and that a 


. boat ſhall be at the town of St. Antonio, 


* agreeable to the wiſh of Major Lifle. Cap» 
% tain Thompſon begged of the General to ſufs 
« fer Mr. Black to embark in his ſhip, which 
« he ſuppoſes Major LE 10 be acquainted 
"| with. 

4% 31/1 October, 1797." 

Addrefled © Major Liſle, Sc. Sc.?“ 

On the 4th of November the fleet ſailed for 
Rio de Janeiro, where we arrived on the 18th. 
During our voyage I had a very neat and com- 
modious cabin aſſigned to me, and lived at the 


LY 


* In Portugal, the Commander, either by land or ſea, is 


ſtyled General, 
Admiral's 
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Admiral's table; nor did I ever meet with a 
better ſeaman, @ better commander, or a more 
accompliſhed gentleman. To him, in the courſe 
of converſation, I communicated. my real ſitua. 
tion, and found, to my great ſatis faction, that 


he was diſpoſed to judge for himſelf, as he was 
free frgm thoſe narrow prejudices which haunt 
little minds; nor had the diſcovery I made to 


him any other effe& than of making him, if 
ſible, redouble his kindneſs to me. 
Immediately after we had come to anchor, 
Brigadier General Ga/par Foze, Adjutant-Ge- 
neral to the Viceroy, came on board from his 


Excellency, to compliment the Admiral on his 


arrival; having letters of recommendation to 


him, I likewiſe committed to his charge thoſe 4 


had to the Viceroy. The night we arrived ſome 
South-fea whalers came into the harbour, and Mr. 
Black, by the deſire of Captain Thompſon, went 
aboard one of them, to purchaſe ſome porter for 
him; on board this ſhip he met with ſome of 


our officers, all of whom had arrived before us, 


and who had gone to enquire after Engliſh 
news ; by whom he was told, that, /omebow, my 
real fituation had come to the ears of the Vice- 
roy. This he immediately communicated, with 
a very friendly ſolicitude, and ſeemed alarmed 
at it; when I told him not to fear, but to hold 


bimſelf i in readineſs to 80 on ſhore at eight next 
morning. 
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268 5 | THE LIFE* OV | 
morning. Not chuſing, however, to involve him: 
ſelf in any diſagreeable affair that might happen 
to me, he avoided going under pretence of 
ſickneſs, and thus "max the” Hong of _ 
1 

Next day I went, 3 w an 1 
of the fleet, to the palace, where the Viceroy 
received me with much politeneſs. I requeſted 
his permiſſion to reſide on ſhore, with which he 
readily complied, and informed me, that next 
day he would give directions for a houfe to be 
prepared for my accommodation. Having like 
wiſe a recommendation to the Biſhop, I paid 
my reſpects to him, and was received by that 
excellent Prelate with every mark of kindneſs; 
I then went with the officer, who came with me 
from the ſhip, to the houſe of the Interpreter, 


| where Minchin and his wife lodged. He 


ſeemed almoſt petrified with ſurprize at ſeeing 


me, and told me, it was generally ſuppoſed, 
from the length of time we had been on the 


road, we had found ſome ſhip bound for Europe 
at St. Catharine's, and had embarked in her. 
He complained in the moſt bitter terms of the 
Viceroy, who had, he ſaid, refuſed to ſee him, 
and had only allowed him and his wife each 
12 vintins (about 17d.) a day, to ſubſiſt upon; 
that the ſame ſum was given to the ſoldiers, 


women, and children; and that he had heard 
* that 
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that ſome one, Drummond and Murchiſon, as he 


ſuppoſed, had acquainted the Viceroy with every 


thing relating to me. I at once ſaw ſhame and 


confuſion in his face, and concluded very natu. 
rally that he had done what he attributed to 
them ; an action which he had ſo much repro. 
bated in his brother officer at Rio Grande, and 
for which he dreaded the ſame vengeance I had 
there inflicted on the other delinquent. I how- 
ever ſaid nothing, but immediately took my 
leave, and a few ſteps from the door, met the 
two gentlemen he had ſo ſlandered. I at once 
put the plain queſtion to them, when both ſo- 
lemnly declared, that nothing concerning me 
had been aſked of them, nor had they uttered 


one ſyllable; but they had heard from the pere * 
ſon who tranſlated Minchin's letter, that h hac 


wrote to the Viceroy every thing that I could 


ſuppoſe moſt unpleafing, 
Having obtained this information I repaired 


immediately to the caſtle, but the Viceroy hav- 
ing retired, I could not have an interview with 


him; I therefore inquired for the Count Don 
Luiz his fon, Who was his Aid-de-Camp. To him 
I acknowledged what my circumſtances really 


were; I likewiſe told him that the gentlemen 


who accompanied me had, of their own accord, as 
appeared from the reports previouſly figned by 
them, concealed the diſagreeable part of my 
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270 Tut Lies of 
| hiſtory; and I could not therefore, at that time, 
ſuffer them to circulate one word that ſhould 
give me pain; I added, that from him, as a man 
of rank and an officer, I could not but expect 
liberality, and I therefore conjured him to tell 
| me, with the frankneſs of a ſoldier, if any thing 
7 had been ſaid, and by whom. With open can« 
k dour, he at once acknowledged, that he officer in 
if the ſcarlet uniform who came laſt, had ſent a letter 
on the ſubject to his father, but that it would do 
me no injury with him, as he had that very 
day ſaid, that the recommendations given me 
by General da Veiga and the Admiral, as well 
as my own appearance, gave me a claim to his 
protection, and that he would diſtinguiſh me 
from the reſt. I aſſured the Count Don Luiz 
of my gratitude for the kindneſs of the Viceroy j 
then taking leave, and it being already late, 1 
ſtepped into the Admiral's barge, which was 
waiting for me, and went on board, 

Next day I returned, and having found a re- 
treat, I wrote to the Admiral, Major-General da 
Eſquadra, and the Viceroy, acknowledging every 
thing, but telling them, that I truſted to their 
liberality, and expected they would treat me as 

a gentleman, whoſe conduct, when there was no- 
thing but that to ſpeak for him or againſt him, had 
acquired their friendſhip and efteem. The 
Viceroy aflured me, that I ſhould always be 

well 
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well received by him, and ſent me the key of a 
neat houſe, which I immediately occupied; a 


few days after which I received the key of a loge 
in the theatre, from the ſame ban man 
of benevolence. 

The Admiral, knowing how neceſſary money 
was to a man in my ſi tuation, and ſuſpecting I 
could not have much left, ſent me a handſome 
ſum by the Major-General da Eſquadra, who, 
adding as much to it, delivered che whole to me. 
The Biſhop was in nothing behind the others; 
his houſe was open to me at all hours, and as it 
was ſome diſtance, he furniſhed me with a'car- 

riage during my ſtay at Rio Faneiro, that I might, 
to uſe his own words, with the greater facility 
come to him, when my ON would 
permit. 

Thoſe diſtinQions could not but be as pealing= 
ly flattering to me as they were mortifying to 
the two Enfigns, who were by this time ſecluded 
from every fociety. Determined to give Min- 
chin the chaſtiſement he ſo well merited for his 


duplicity, I placed a centinel on his door to in- 
form me if he ſhould go out; but the affair I 


had with his Srotber officer, Prater, at Rio Grande, 


effectually locked his door, and he did not, 


during his abode in that town, think proper to 
ſir from home. To avoid a ſimilar diſgrace, he 
complained to the Eng demanding protece 
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tion ; to this demand, according to ſome 2 
counts, he received no anſwer; but, accordit 

to others, the Viceroy ſent him a brace of good, 
ſubſtantial, holſter piſtols, —a hint, one would 
think, fufficient for a ſoldier. In the mean time, 


the Admiral became acquainted with the tranſ. 


action; and Captain Thompſon, one morning, 
came to me, deſiring me to promiſe, that I 


| would not attack Minchin in that country. As 
my ſituation was ſuch, that it would neither have 


been pleaſing nor prudent to quarrel with the 
exalted characters who had ſo nobly and gene- 
rouſly protected me, I readily gave my word, 


which ſatisfied hem; but Minchin was not ſo 


eaſily perſuaded of his ſafety; he therefore kept 
cloſe to the houſe, equally deſpiſed by the offi- 


cers of the fleet, of the army, and the inhabitants 


of the town, 
During our abode at Rio de 1 Enfigns 
Minchin and Prater made various applications 


to the Viceroy, ſoliciting his Excellency to pay 


them, for themſelves and the ſoldiers, their full 


Pay, according to the Britiſh eſtabliſhment, from 


the day of their arrival in that country. The 
Viceroy declined complying with this requeſt, 


alledging that he had no authority to grant it; 
that the trifle he had ordered to be paid 19 


every individual, without diſtinction of age, ſex, 


Hr rank, was an act of hoſpitality, which he bad 
taken 
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taken on himſelfin conſequence of the harmony 


which for ſo long a time had ſubſiſted between 


our countries, and which never would be charg- 
ed to the Britiſh Government ; but if theſe 
gentlemen thought they had a claim to further 
aſſiſtance, they muſt each of them addreſs a 
petition to the Sovereign, ſtating their demand, 
and lodge it at the office of the Tribunal, which 
repreſents Majeſty.in that country, ane of which 
his Excellency the Viceroy is Prefident, and 
they would determine whether the requeſt 
ſhould be refuſed or granted ; their petitions 


' were accordingly preſented, Minchin ſigning 
himſelf Lieutenant and Adjutant, and demand- 


ing to be paid as ſuch. Some days before the 


meeting of the Tribunal J received a viſit from 


the Secretary, who enquired why J had not al- 
ready given in my petition; I told him, that 
having noclaim of any kind on the Britiſh go- 
vernment, I could not, like the others, petition ; 
that his Excellency the Viceroy knew every thing 
concerning me, and thar if he or the Tribunal, 
in the name of the Sovereign, thought it proper 
to preſent me with ſuch a ſum of money as 
would pay my paſſage to Europe, I would ac- 
cept it; but that the eighteen pence per day, 
which the officers of the New South Wales 
Corps, men, women, and children, had received, 
I neither yet had, or ever would touch ; that the 


Viceroy having given me a good houſe, and the. 
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| generous Admiral furniſhing me, from time 19 
time, with the means of ſupporting that houſe 
handſomely, [ could diſpenſe ' with further aſſiſt- 


ance, and the more ſo, that I was confident he 


(the Admiral) would alſo provide me with 4 


paſſage in ſome ſhip-of his flect'to Liſbon. The 
Secretary deſired me to put that anſwer i in Writ= 
ing; I did ſo, and i in a few days i it was intimat- 
ed to all of us, that for the time we had been i in 
the country, the Tribunal would allow nothing 
more than what the Viceroy had before ordered 
to be paid, and which J ever refuſed to take, 
leſt it ſhould be charged to the Britiſh Govern- 


ment. Mr. Black likewiſe declined receiving | 


any allowance of this kind. It was further in- 
timated, that the maſters of the merchant 
ſhips of the convoy, in which we ſhould be 
ſent to Europe, would be paid for each offi- 


cer, in advance for five months, at the rate 


of one cruzade, about halfla- crown per day; 
and for the ſoldiers, women, and children, 
half that ſum. The hour of our departure 


drawing near, the Admiral was pleaſed to order 


a paſſage for me, the boy Richards before- men- 
tioned, whom I had taken under my charge, and 


my ſervant, on board her moſt Faithful Majeſty's 
frigate, the Ulyſſes, commanded by Captain Joao | 


da Cota de Cabedo, one of the moſt active officers 


in Europe, and who already did me the honour 
to count me amongſt the number of f his friends. 
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This gallant officer refuſed poſitively to receive 
the money allowed by the Tribunal; but as-it 
was a preſent made in the name of the Queen, 


and could not be returned, he ordered it to be 


paid to me. 
During our abode at Ris de Faneiro, 8 
Britiſh ſhips bound to the South Seas came into 


that port, when leave having been given to any 
one of us to embark in any ſhip in which we 


could obtain a paſſage, Mr. Murchiſon, the 
Mare, ſuſpecting that the convoy would be de- 
layed long in Brazil, and have a long paſſage 


when it did ſail, went on board one of them; and 


about a month afterwards, when we were on the 
point of going to ſea, the Purſer entered on 
board another veſfel, alſo bound to the South 
Seas. As I had with ſome trouble preyailed on 


| the murineers to give that gentleman the ſhip's 
charter, and eyery other paper which he thought 


could be uſeful to the widow of the unfortunate 
Captain, I endeavqured to perſuade him to re- 


main with us, becauſe I thought his preſence in 
England would be neceſſary ; and to me it ſeem- 


ed impoſſible, that a ſhip bound to the South 


Seas could reach Europe before a convoy going 
immediately thither. A young man (James 


Macleod) who left Britain as a ſoldier in the 
New South Wales Corps, but with his diſcharge 


in his pocket, a problem which I cannot explain, 


and one of the ladies bound to New South Wales, 
1 wen 
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went on the fame expedition, ſo that his Excel- 
lency, the Viceroy, had four leſs to provide for. 
About the 24th of January laſt, the fleet bin ng 
ready to ſail, all thoſe belonging to the Lady 
Shore, myſelf excepted, were ordered to em- 
bark; boats belonging to the Cuſtom-houſe were 


provided for them, and an offieer charged to con- 


duct them to their reſpective ſnips. The boats 
were drawn up at the landing- place near the 
Palace, and every one embarked, except Enfign 
Minchin, who delayed it till the lateſt moment. 
1 happened to be walking on the wharf at the 
time, which he perceiving from the window of 


the room where he had remained ſhut up ſo long, 
and conſcious that he merited chaſtiſement from 


my hand, ſelicited from the Adjutant-General, 


and obtained an eſcort to conduct him to the 


boat. Accompanied by two fuzileers and 'a 
non-commiſſioned officer, he croſſed the parade 


amidſt the burſts of laughter of all who beheld 


this extraordinary proceſſion. 


CHAP. XXIII. 


Defeription of the town of Rio de Fantiro.—Mili- 
tary eſtabliſi ment tbere.— Uncommonly fine mulatto 
regimen nt of militia.— Produce of the country. De- 

fen aus 
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Seription of the port. Tbe author ſails from thence” 1 


« fag; Babia de Todos os Santos. Meets with an bo- T1 
Fable receptiur from the Govermr.—Writes to 
' Enfign Minchin. —The een of bis letter. Mina | 
chin requeſis to be left bebind;—Reſcnes Drums | 


mond from an attack made upon him by Prater and N i 
. fome of his compunions.— Laugbable addenture i 


with 4 taylor. ——Has a fracas with 4 ' Portugueſe © ; 38 
gentleman —-ts attacked by aſſaſſins at' night time. 
| —Chara&eft of the inhabitants of Babia de Todos os 
Santos. —Deſeription of the place. Ibe aui bor 

C prevails auth the Admiral to allow Minchin to re 

main bebind.—Singular theft on board one of 'the” 
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Bronx I take leave of Rio de Janiero, it is "4 
incumbent on me to ſay a few words concerning a || 
the place, and alſo of the Portugueſe fleet. * i 
The town is well built, buſy, conſiderably 
large, and ſurrounded by gentlemen's ſeats aud 
gardens. The palace is large, commodious, 
and magnificently furniſned; the ſtreets arę re- 
markably well paved, but never lighted; the 
houſes are generally good, but have, for the 
moſt part, lattice windows; and there are a pro- 
digious number of rich churches. The vaſt 
+ influx of trade renders ſome of the inhabitants 
1 extremely 
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extremely opulent; and an air of plenty ap- 
pears throughout the whole. The amuſements 
are chiefly confined to the opera, for which 
they have a ſmall theatre; but private ſocieties 
are very engaging. The people are not, how- 
ever, ſo hoſpitable as in ſome other places, par- 
ticularly Rio Grande; but they are not moroſe, 
and treat their negroes remarkably well, many 
of whom at an carly age are enabled to purchaſe 
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1 their freedom. 

1 The women here are by no means patterns of 
1 chaſtity; and thoſe of the claſs of courtezans 
; | are remarkably extravagant in the prices, they 
[1 demand for their favours, twenty and even a 


hundred half joes being no uncommon preſent. 
Among the ſingularities of the place we may 


| enumerate the frequent, or rather inceſſant uſe 

13 of baths of tepid water. Whether this gives 
1 riſe to any peculiar diſcaſe I leave to phyſicians 

3 to determine, but two pretty extraordinary ones 


almoſt univerſally prevail here. Theſe are 

ſwellings of the legs, which ſometimes arrive 

at vaſt magnitude, and bydreceles of aſtoniſhing 

bulk; both are at times, but not conſtantly, at- 

_ tended with violent pain, and the latter not un- 
frequently deſcends below the knee. | 

The military eſtabliſhment of the town of 

| Rio de Janeiro conſiſts of two ſquadrons: of very 

fine dragoons, which ſerve as a guard to te | 

| Viceroy, : 
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Viewty; two regiments of regulars, and a bat- 


talion of artillery, who, though far better in 
appearanee than thoſe in Portugal, are not to 


de compared to the militia, Theſe conſiſt, be- 


fides whites, of a black and a mulatto regiment ; 
and the laſt; in appearance, exceeds any thing I 
have ſeen, At preſent, however, they are ho- 


 liday foldiets; and almoſt without diſcipline ; 


but à hard campaign or two would, in all pro- 
bability, make them good troops. It muſt be 
remarked, that the mulatto militia are all mei 
of ſome property, and drefs at their own &&- 
pence; they wear light blue, with red facings, 


and gay fpangle filver lace, which gives chem a 

remarkable ſhowy look, | 
The reaſon why the regiments of colour are 
ſo much more ſplendid than the whites is owing 


to this cireumſtance; the whites are a Ppromiſ- 


cuous aſſemblage of all the males, poor and 


rich, whereas the others conſiſt only of ſuch as 


are rich enough to have been able to purchaſe 
their own freedom; beſides, when once free, 
they, through ſuperior induſtry, acquire inde- 


pendance much quicker than the others. 
The principal produce of the country is cot- 


ton, coffee, dyeing woods, ſugar, hides, gold, 


and tobacco. With theſe they load a hundred 
and fifty, or two hundred ſhips, which uſed to 


rendezvous yearly at Bahia de Todos os Santos, 
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and from thence continue their voyage to Por- 
rugal ; but now they are divided into ſeparate 
ſquadrons, one of which fails every three months. 
Beſides theſe articles of commerce, there are a 
few diamonds ; but not ſo good as the oriental 
ones, from which chemiſts aſſert they differ, in not 
being inflammable; chryſtal is alſo produced 
here, of very great bulk and beauty; and fur- 
niſhes the optician with the very beſt lenſes for 


ſpectacles. There is likewiſe a ſpecies of cot- 


ton, which, from its filky appearance, is called 
All cotton; but its ſcarcity excludes it from com- 
merce; and, though it might certainly be raiſed 
in any quantity, the lazineſs of the inhabitants 

proves an inſuperable bar to its cultivation. 
Fruit is remarkably plentiful here, though not 
at Rio Grande; but, in return, horſes are ſcarce 
whereas, as has already been ſeen, there _ 
abound. | 

The port lies a 8 diſtance inland. 11 
the channel is ſtrongly defended by iſlands which 
are well fortified, and is in many places ſo nar- 
row that a cannon-ſhot will reach acroſs; in; 
ſhort, if well defended, I decm it impoſſible for 
an enemy to enter it. 

The harbour is large cies to hold all the 
ſhips in Europe; and in it, oppoſite to the town, 
is a large iſland, called [iba de los Cobras,which ſerves. 
for a ſtate priſon ; the fortifications upon it are 
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of conſiderable ſtrength, and might be made im- 
pregnable ; the paſſage from hence to the town 
is allowed to one ferry-baat only, and it is be- 
ſides guarded by ſoldiers. , No acceſs is allowed 
to ſtrangers, though ſome of our enterpriſing 
Engliſhmen, with their uſual ingenuity, contri- 
Ved to viſit it according to law, | 

I did not embark for ſome days arfer the reſt. 


As I, had now loſt my friend Black, our compa- 
ny was reduced to myſelf, the boy Richards, 


and my ſervant. I the more lamented his depar- 
ture ſince, on account of his ſkill in nayagation, 
he was highly eſteemed by all the Portugueſe 


Officers, particularly by Captain Thompſon and 
the Chevalier de Drocaurt, Captain in that navy, 
a Commander of the order of Malta, and late 
Aid-de-Camp to the celebrated Count d' Eſtaing. 
From what theſe gentlemen ſaid, I am con vin 
ced that he might have obtained very rapid pro- 
motion in the Portugueſe ſervice, if his Incli-: 


nation had led him to ſtay there. SE 
 Iembarked on board her Majeſty's ſhip he 


Ulyſſes, on the firſt of February, and failed the 
ſame day, with a ſquardron of ſhips of war, 
commanded by. Rear Admiral Franciſco de 
Paula Leite, and the convoy, though we did 
not arrive at Bahia de Todos os Santos, till the 
third of April. Notwithſtanding our tedious. 


pallage, we reached our port eleven days be- 


fore, 
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| fore the convoy; this quicker difpateli wat 
| owing to our having met with the misfortune 
of running down one of the merchant ſhips at 
| ſea, which we were obliged to eſcort to the 


2 place of her deſtination without delay. 

; From the day of my arrival the Govenv6# 

} had given mea houſe, and a general invitation 
4 to his table; acts of politeneſs which I had 

0 uniformly received during my journey. With 

g the reſt of the convoy, Enſign Minchin arri- 

f ved, and as I now conſidered myſelf abfolved 


from the promiſe I had made of not tracking 
him in Rio de Janeiro, I did every thing in my 
power to induce him to give me à meeting. 
Unwilling that he ſhould diſgrace the name of 
a Britiſh officer, I imagined that the readieſt 
way to induce him to think of his ſituation was 
to paint its horrors out to him. I ene 
wrote him the following letter: 
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< Sin, 
© FLATTERING myſelf with a his 
ec that the time you have had for reflection, 
tc and that the forlorn ſtate into which the black 
c ingratitude of your conduct to me has plun- 
e ged you, will have convinced you of your 
terror, I again ſolicit you to do away, in as 
* much as you can, the injury which you at» 
te tempted to do me at the very moment in 
ce which 


* LL. 


MAJOR SEMPLE LISLE, 


283 


** which I protected you from inſult, and ren- 
« dered you various ſervices. Wearing, as you 
« do,*the uniform of a crown to which I am 
* and ever ſhall, be devoted, I could wiſh at 
* leaſt that you would ſupport the reputation 
« of a man. 

« You cannot have forgot, while you lived 
« with me in the habits of intimacy, while yon 
« courted my ſociety and my advice, and while 
« you entrenched yourſelf behind me from dan- 
« ger; you dared ſecretly to aim at my deſtruc- 
« tion, ang to contradict papers which you hae 
* before ſigned. The gallant officer, (Philip 
«« Hancorne, Eſq. Major-General of the E. 
« . quadra,) to whom you addreſſed yourſelf, as 
<« well as the Commanding. Admiral, to whom 
* he reported the tale you baſely told, ro 
« THAT 4er held you in deteſtation, and 
« neither of them would ſee you more; even 
« the Viceroy of Brazil, equally unacquainted' 
* with yourſelf or me, ſo perfectly deſpiſed the 
« treaſon you committed, that he loaded me 
« with acts of kindneſs and diſtinction, while 
the left you and Mrs. Minchin to lodge with 
«« the interpreter, and to eat at the ſame table 
_ * with a woman common to the whole race of 
66 man. 

«« Let me call to your recolleRion, Sir, that 
” you are of a nation, — whoſe ſons 
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© are diſtinguiſhed for courage; draw not of 
* them a diſgrace to which they will be very 


es ſenſible, and which will make them execrate 


all who bear your name: be gallant then for 
once, and give me the meeting to which I 
© have ſo juſt a claim. The more to induce 
% you to comply with my requeſt, I promiſe, 
% by every thing ſacred, that if you give me 
* a rendezvous, from that moment, on my 


© part, all animoſity ſhall ceaſe; but if you 


© continue to refuſe to ſee me, and to ſcreen 


* yourſelf from my juſt vengeance, by ſhutting 


« yourſelf up as you did at Rio de Janeiro, I 
* will expoſe you by every poſſible means on 


* your return to Europe. If it is the fear of 


*« offending the laws of the country, or any 
© other etiquette, that prevents you from ac- 
„ cepting the arrangement, ſtill the buſineſs 
* may be done, and the guilt, (if there is any,) 
© attach to me alone; you have only to ap- 
* pear publicly; I will attack wherever I ſee 
* you, were it even at the right hand of God! 
* Surely you may defend yourſelf. I 


Im, Sir, i 
* Your obedient humble ſervant, 


6. 8. Lurz.“ 
90 St, Salvador Loliera de M. 3 
r APRIL, 1798. 
* Enſign Minchin, on board the Invincible.“ 
| The 


er e n. 
8 1 Ges Eos: C . To e 
7 2 8 „ NN r r OL SIT TT CC 
PPP ccc 
ele ** nnn. enn 


Fc : 


2 Fs 8 


——— NO: 3 CNT 3 _ — EL * SALARIES! ee PR 3 


„ 
' MAJOR SEMPLE LISLE, 28g |: 
| 


The receipt of this epiſtle, far ſrom rouſing 
him to vindicate his honour, only induced him 
to confine himſelf as cloſely to his ſhip, as he \ 
had done to his lodgings at Rio de Faneiro ; nor 
did I ever ſee him till we were on the point of 
ſailing. He then ſent the Maſter of the veſſel, 
in which he was, to our Rear-Admiral Franciſco 
de Paula Leite, to ſolicit his leave to remain be- 
hind ; his pretence being that he was ſo afflicted 
with the ſcurvy that his life would be endanger- 
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3 cd by purſuing his voyage. 

1H During our ſtay at Bahia I principally ſpent 
4 my time with the military, or at the houſe of an | p 
| eminent merchant named Liſboa, a gentleman 5 
N whoſe doors are open to every ſtranger of de- i 
cent appearance; and where there is at all times bf 
a large and good ſociety. I likewiſe frequently | 4 
ſaw the Count Barbaſini, Governor of the pro- 5 


vince of Minas, ſo called from the mines there, 
who, with his lady and family, had come in 
the Admiral's ſhip from Rio de Janeiro. To 


this nobleman the Governor gave frequent fetes, 4 
to all which I had the honour of being invited ; 1 
in ſhort, the utmoſt harmony ſubſiſted between £ 
them, for both were accompliſhed literary cha- 8 
4 racters. With them I too aſſiſted at a very & 
1 grand ceremony performed annually here, upon ? 
F a holiday whoſe name I have forgotten. On $ 
Hl that day the Governor, attended by all the z 
1 | princ1 ipal | 
9 . 
| 
| 
f [ 
3 
| 
ccc 4 ; 
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principal nobility, viſits all the churches ; when 
ſuch was the profuſion of riches I ſaw, that even 
in a country where gold and diamonds are the 
natural produce of the ſoil, I ſhould hardly have 
thought ſuch quantities could have been col- 
lected in one place, and for one purpoſe, that 
of adorning the images in the churches. F 
Every where as I walked through the ſtreets 
the ſtrong and luſty appearance of the negroes 
forcibly ſtruck me. I learnt that they came 
from a part of Africa different from thoſe uſual- 
Iy imported; and that their treatment far ex- 
ceeded even what they received at Ris de Ja- 
nerv. | 
Mr. Drummond had taken his paſſage in one of 
the merchant veſſels of the convoy; and on his 
arrival I found that he was very indifferently ſi- 
tuated both in point of accommodations and pro- 
viſions. I therefore, having obtained the Gover- „ 
nor's permĩſſion for himto remain on ſhore, invited 
him to my houſe, and he refided with me during 
my ſtay. Having a ſpare apartment, I gave it to a 
ſoldier, whoſe conduct had been more to my © 
ſatis faction than any of his comrades, and whoſe 
wife, a decent woman, and whoſe infant child 
ſeemed almoſt worn out with remaining fo long 
on board. 
While we were here, Prater prevailed on ſome 
Ser to advance him about twenty pounds. 
Drummond 
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Prummond, hearing this, thought it the beſt 
time to recover 2 trifling debt the other owed 
him; he accordingly went to a billiard-room, 
where he was, with ſome maſters 'of merchant- 
men, to demand the money, and à ſquabble 
enſued. It was about ſunſet, and I was taking 
my evening's walk, when paſſing the door of 
the houſe, I heard - noiſe, and could eaſily diſ- 
ringuiſh the voices of Drummond and Prater, | 
I looked in, and ſaw Prater, with a rabble of b 
| his companions, all beating Drummond with _=_ 
gueues and other weapons, and endeavouring to 
drive him down ſtairs; while the maſter of the 
bouſe, a little dwarfiſh fellow, attacked him 
with a ſword. I immediately aſſailed this bur- 
leſque imitation of man, and giving him a 
hearty kick i in the belly, diſarmed him; I then 
attacked the other combatants, and without loſs 
of time, or diſtinction of perſons, cleared the 
place of them, and reſcued Mr. Drummond; ; 
The guard having been called upon by the inha- i 
bitants of the houſe, I told them to return, and | ; 
o inform their Captain that I ſhould myſelf call 
upon him, and explain the buſineſs; I went in 
alittle time, and was thanked for my pains. | 
Another laughable adventure befet me here: 2} 
a taylor whom I had employed to do ſome work 
for me, had delayed ſo long, that I was appre- 


henſive leſt we might be called upon to embark. 
: before 
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till at length I ſent the boy Richards to bring 
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before he had done. I in vain ſpoke to him; 


the cloth, finiſhed or not, which he did, with- 
out delay, to the great diſpleaſure of the taylor. 
Next morning early, before I was out of bed, 


the taylor came to deſire I would let him finiſh 
the things; and, as I ſpoke to him rather ſharp- 


Iy about his neglect, he took upon himſelf to 
give me a great deal of abuſe. Enraged at be- 
ing diſturbed by ſuch language from ſuch a vi- 
fitant, I jumped out of bed, ſeized a cane, and 
made after the offender, who fled with great 
nimbleneſs into the ſtreet, whither, with no- 
thing on but a pair of ſlippers, I purſued him. 
The chace was long; for though he was never 


quite out of my reach, I was not able to get a 


blow at him ; at length he found ſhelter, and I, 


for the firſt time during the purſuit, recollected 


that I was naked. I need hardly add that my 
retreat was as ſpeedy as I could make it. 
Theſe trifling adventures I ſhould not have 


thought worth relating, were it not, as wall 


EE * 


hereafter be ſeen, that they led to ſerious conſe» _ 


quences, though 1 may chiefly attribute many 
unpleaſant things to an affair which I yet know 
not how I could have ud eee 
follows: 5 
At a route given at a Wann A 
where were preſent all the officers and inhabi- 
tanta 
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tants of diſtinction, a converſation was intro. 
duced about the invaſion of England then 
threatened by the French. A Colonel of in- 


fantry enquired of the Chevalizy de Drocouft what 


was his opinion of the ptobable fucteſs of ſuch, 
a plan, ſuppoſing the attempt to be made ; the 
Chevalier replied, that the ſuperiority of the 
Britiſh fleet would baffle any attempt of that 
nature; beſides, ſhould *any accident enable 
them to land, they would find & very warm re- 
ception, for that, independent of the troops of 
the line, there was an Immenſe body of militia, 
fencibles, and volunteers, which altogether 


| formed one of the fineſt armies in the world, Wd 


A gentleman who ftood near us, and whom I 
had never ſeen before, immediately ſaid, in Por- 
tugueſe, The Engliſh troops are Ma no- 
*« thing nothing 11!" | wat 

© Such a declaration in the preſence of 2 "man 
whom he knew to be a Briton, was, to ſay no 
worſe of i it, indecent, and ſuch as I could not 
paſs without notice; but there being not only a 

reat number of ladies in the room, but the 


Admiral under whom 1 failed, beſides ſome 
other General Officers, I was obliged to ſuſpend 
my vengeance for a few moments. Had I taxen 
the advice of ſome of my friends I had let the 
affront paſs with impunity, as the gentleman 


Was the protege? of one of the Miniſters at Liſbon. 
3 I very 
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I very ſoon, however, found an opportunity. to 
give him all the mortification ſuch inſolence de- 
ſerved ;. but, though my conduct on this occa- 
ſion was generally applauded, ſome of thoſe 
higheſt in rank felt themſelves diſpleaſed. They 
were hurt that I ſhould dare to reduce a Por- 
tugueze gentleman to ſuch a ſtate of humility z 
and though the Rear-Admiral never noticed 
the buſineſs to me, I. learnt that he was highly 
diſpleaſed. He even took the advantage of his 
privileged ſituation, and behaved on another 


_ occaſion with a rudeneſs that ſhould not long 


have gone without the chaſtiſement it merited, 
had not prudence prevented me. I however 
| hinted to him that on our arrival in the Tagus, 
where we ſhould once more be upon an equal 
footing, I would ſpeak to him in a plain and 
effectual language. 

The firſt ſerious inconvenience my impru- 
dence brought upon me, vas an attack with an 
intention to murder. The plan was not ſo pri- 
vately laid but that it came to the knowledge of 
Mr. Drummond and my ſervant; by him it 
was communicated to me. At firſt I treated it 


as a trifle; but one night Drummond having 
been followed by miſtake for me, I looked upon 


it in another light. In this country the negroes, 


are the aſſaſſins, and in the execution of their 
helliſh buſineſs they ſtrip themſelves naked, | 


they 
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they then ſurround their victim, and from ſome 


of them he ſeldom fails to receive à mortal 
wound. The villains are ſure to eſcape, for 
ſuch is their activity and the Jubricity of their 
ſkins from the oil with which they beſmear 
themſelves, that it is next to aun to lay 
hold of them. WELS T0008 

It happened one evening after the ;n6Hnarih 
had been given me of their deſign, that I was 


going to viſit a lady, and that I might at leaſt 


have one aſſiſtant at hand, Mr. Drumngpnd ac- 
companied me. When I arrived at her door 
he left me, and I went in. In a moment the 
lady, with the utmoſt earneſtneſs, intreated me 
to be going, as her houſe was beſet by aſſaſſins, 


whom ſhe ſuſpected were looking for me. I 


run to the balcony, hoping that Drummond 
might not be gone very far; I called to him, 
but in vain; I therefore immediately departed 
with my ſword under my left arm, but not 


drawn. I walked for ſafety in the middle of 


the ſtreet, and was within a few yards of home 
when juſt as I was entering the ſtreet where I 


lived, called The Ladeira de Meſericorde, on a 


| ſudden I beheld ſome negroes gathering round 


me. I put myſelf in a poſture of defence, and 


endeavoured to gain a wall, but before I could 


effect my purpoſe, a negroe came behind and 
8 me a ſlight wound. Mr, Drummond, 
| U-2 | who 
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who. had not yet got home, hearing the noiſe; 
came to my aſſiſtance, but I had already diſ- 
perſed the aſſaſſins. Fortunately my wound was 
ſo ſlight as not even to confine me to my houſe, 
nor had my enemies the pleaſure of knowing 

that I was hurt. | 

Here among other advantages I met with 
the Governor General of Angola, a man beloved 
wherever he is known; he was on his return 
. from Africa to Liſbon, and had come to Babia 
1 de Todos. os Santos, that he might be under the 
| protection of the convoy. This amiable Gene- 
ral had in his ſuite Dr. Azeredo, a native of Rio 
de Faneiro, who, with his brother, had. ſome 
few years before ſtudied phyſic at Edinburgh; 
the firſt two Brazilians who have ever been edu- 

cated at a college in Scotland. 1 
The inhabitants of Babia are exceedingly hoſ- 
pitable, remarkably gay, and paſſionately ad- 
dicted to gambling; they dreſs with more taſte 
and richneſs than in any town I had ſeen; their 
linen is, as I have obſerved of Rio Grande, pe- 
culiarly fine and white. They live in a moſt 
ſociable and pleaſant manner, but whenever 
they meet, cards are introduced as a matter in- 
diſpenſable. Some very ſumptuous dinners are 
given, and at every table the greateſt variety of 
ſweetmeats are ſerved ; this is the more eaſily 

done, as there ſugar is equally cheap and good, 


and 
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and their fruits not leſs abundant than deli. 
cious. 

The town ſtands on the declivity of a hill ſo 
ſteep that the communication between the upper 
and lower part is difficult. The lower part is 
buſy, full of warehouſes and ſhops ; it is reck- 
oned very unhealthy, and therefore the elegance 
of the place is chiefly to be ſeen in the upper 
part. There is a neat but ſmall dock-yard, 
where ſhips of every ſort are excellently well 
built; in particular moſt of the ſhips employed 
in the Brazil trade are built here or at Rio de 


Janeiro. The view of the bay from the town is 


beautiful, and at the back upon the height is 
an indifferent fort, once taken by the Dutch, 


and kept by them for ſome ſhort time, The- 


adjacent country is charmingly laid out in cul. 
tivation and gardens, among which a great 
number of elegant country-ſeats ariſe, and give 
an air of gaiety and population to the ſcene. 
Minchin, notwithſtanding his prudence, one 
day fell in my way, and had certainly no great 
reaſon to boaſt of his good fortune; notwith- 
ſtanding, when the Rear-Admiral refuſed to 
liſten to his requeſt of ſtaying behind, he made 
application to me. I took Dr. Azeredo to viſit 
him, and though he declared that his caſe was 
no way dangerous, I prevailed with the Admi- 
ral to grant him permiſſion to ſtay, 
U3 The 
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The Princeſſa da Beira, a line-of-battle ſhip, 
commanded by Commodore Diego da Piva, and 
belonging to our ſquadron, ſprung a leak, when 
we were about to put to ſea, this circumſtance 


delayed us a conſiderable time, for the leak 


being near her keel, every thing was obliged to 
be taken out, an event fortunate for the Court 


of Portugal and our Commodore. On moving a 


Cheſt of gold, of which there were three on board 
of immenſe value, it was diſcovered to have 
been broke into, and on examining, ſome in- 


conſiderable part was miſſing. * Had it not been 


for the circumſtance of the leak, this cheſt, in 
all probability, would have arrived at Liſbon 
empty. | | 

Some little time before our departure from 


| Bahia de Todos os Santos, while I was confined to 


my houſe by indiſpoſition, a Portugueſe ſhip 


from Bengal bound to Liſbon arrived in that 


harbour, on board of which came a paſſenger, 
Mr. Stewart. The officers of the fleet who went 
on board that ſhip as ſhe came into port, men- 
tioned my name to him, and that I was in 
town; they, as himſelf told me, ſpoke ſo hand- 
ſomely of me that he felt a deſire to ſee me. 
He landed the ſame day, and went to the houſe 


of an eminent merchant (Mr. Liſboa,) where 


I was particularly intimate; he enquired after 
me in that houſe, and every individual of the 
family 
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family ſaid ſo much in my favour, that his wiſh 

to ſee me encreaſed. It happened that while 

they were talking on my ſubject I ſent a meſſen- 

ger there on ſome buſineſs, and Mr. Stewart 

being informed of it, directed my meſſenger to 
tell me, that if I was able to come out he would 
be glad that I would dine at Mr. Liſboa's ; that 
it would give him pleaſure to be of ſervice to 
me, and he would furniſh me with any money 1 
might have occaſion for. 1 ſent a ſervant back 
to tell him, that I would certainly dine where 
he was, and that had I been dreſſed I would 
then have paid him a viſit; upon this he 
came with my ſervant to me, and in perſon 
repeated the meſſage he had before ſent. As 
I was no more within the reach of the good 
Admiral Antonio Januario de Valle, and hay- 
ing, on account of my long and unexpected de- 
tention here occaſion for a few guineas, I ac- 


cepted from Mr. Stewart the loan of about 


twenty pounds. This money he lent me, and 
would have lent me as much more, merely from 
the reputation which my conduct, during the 
eight months which I had been in Brazil, had 


acquired me. 
In the mean time a packet arrived from Rio 
de Janeiro on her way to Europe, and by her 1 
' wrote a detailed account of the mutiny on board 
the Lady Shore to his Grace of Portland, pro- 
| U 4 miſing 
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miſing to attend his commands at Liſbon. The 
letter was encloſed to his Excellency the Britiſh 


Envoy at that place, to whom J propoſed to 
ſurrender, and was by him forwarded to the 
Duke, 


My. Stewart had been 19 by me to 


the Governor-General, from whom I now ſoli- 
cited a paſſage for him and myſelf in the 
packet, which we both much wiſhed for, to 
avoid the delays naturally incident to a convoy. 
Bur owing to ſome vague reports brought from 
India by the ſhip in which Mr. Stewart came, 
reſpecting a probability of hoſtilities between 
Britain and Portugal, our requeſt was refuſed. 
His Excellency having been much irritated by 
ſome vexatious circumſtances which bad juſt oc- 
curred, expreſſed his diſapprobation of my re- 
queſt in ſomewhat violent terms; theſe I was 
raſh enough to reſent in a manner that might 
have occaſioned an irreparable breach with a 
leſs amiable character; but that excellent no- 
bleman, whoſe reſentment never extended be- 
yond the moment of heat, not only forgave me, 
but that very evening invited me to his box in 
the theatre. 

After Mr. Stewart's apparently generous con- 
duct, I naturally held him in ſome eſtimation, 
thinking that J alſo poſſeſſed his good opinion, 
put. | ſome one, 1 know not who, having ac- 

quainted 
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quainted him with my diſgrace in England, he 
ſo conducted himſelf, that if we had not imme. 
diately failed he would have had ſome cauſe to 
repent his illiberality. 

Such was the return he made for my having 
embroiled myſelf with my beſt friend, the Go. 
vernor General! This was the man, my com- 
Plaiſance for whom tempted me to throw my. 
ſelf into a poſition of reſiſtance againſt the re- 


preſentative, the kinſman of Majeſty ! and when 


anger, at the indignities offered me by this 
oriental muſhroom, extorted from me a letter 
the dictates of paſſion! this was the man who 
could cooly ſend it to the Intendant of Police 
in Portugal, from whom I afterwards received 
it among other papers, 

If it may be allowed a man who has ſeen al- 
moſt all the world, and been an attentive ob- 
ſerver of what he has ſeen, to judge, Brazil is 
the richeſt country in the world ; for though 
ſome may more abound. in particular commo- 


dities, none produces in ſuch plenty every thing 


neceſſary for life. Of the articles uſually ex- 
ported I have already ſpoken ; but in my excur- 
ſions into the country (and the Portugueſe al- 
low that no European ever ſaw ſo much of it,) 
I found it vaſtly richer than 1 expected. The 
beſt and moſt various kinds of timber abound 
here, and of theſe I Oy collected and pre- 

ſerved 
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ſerved ſamples. Thoſe uſed for furniture and 
ſhip-building are very hard and durable; and 
the opinion of the beſt informed Portugueſe is, 

that without arrogating any ſuperiority of va- 

Jour and ſeamanſhip to their ſailors, no Britiſh 

ſhip could cope with one of theirs of equal 

force, owing to the ſuperior ſtrength of the 
timber; in this opinion 1, however, do not 

coincide with them. 

On or about the iſt of June we failed from 
Brazil with a convoy of one hundred and fifteen 


fail, moſt of them very large ſhips ; and after a | 


tedious paſſage, during which nothing material 
occurred, we reached the river Tagus on the 


-gth September, 1798. On entering the har- 
bour, and before I diſembarked, an opportu- 


nity offering, I diſpatched a ſecond letter to 
the Duke of Portland, recapitulating what I 
had before written, concerning the mutiny, and 
mentioning my intention of awaiting his Grace's 
commands at Liſbon. 


CHAP. XXIV. 


The author arrives at Liſbon, writes to the Miniſters, 


and offers lo ſurrender himſelf.— Is arreſted.—Ap- 
plres to the Conſul-General for Madeira, who can 


oblain no ſatisfaFory anſwer from the Intendant of 


Police 
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Police. Ile learns at length that bis confine. 
ment is owing to the quarrels in Brazil 
Suddenly removed at midnight 10 a houſe at 
Belem.—l1s ſent on board a ſhip. Some at- 

count of the city of Lijbon, and of the manners 
of the Portugueſe. —The Portugueſe army mi- 
ſerably bad. The author | ſails for Gibraltar. 

Unable io reach that port, they make Tangier.— 
With a Lieutenant and ſome of the people of the 
Dorothea, the author gains Gibraltar. —The nar- 
row eſcape of Captain Grey and his lady. 


Tus moment 1 arrived in the 7. agus, I wrote 
to the Britiſh Miniſter at Liſbon, appriſing him 
of my arrival, and that I was come with the in- 
tention of ſurrendering myſelf to him, begging 
him, at the ſame time, to appoint an hour when T 
might have the honour of waiting upon him. 
He returned me a polite anſwer, and purſuant 
to my requeſt fixed an hour for my viſit. He 
received me with much civility, and on my re- 
peating my offer to ſurrender, declined taking 

charge of me; he told me, that he had received 

my diſpatch, which he had forwarded, but had 

not yet been informed of any determination of 
his Court on my ſubject, and that this was an 

affair too delicate for him to interfere in with- 

out poſitive inſtructions. 


I now 
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300 THE LIFE or 
1 now felt the ill effects of the broils 1 had 


imprudently engaged in before I left Brazil; 


though I could hardly have imagined that gen- 
tlemen would have taken vengeance in ſuch a 
manner. When 1 patted from the Britiſh 
Envoy I went and preſented my letters of re- 


commendation to ſuch of the Portugueſe Mi- 


niſters as they were addreſſed ; I then went to a 
hotel, to which I had been recomniended, in- 
tending to take up my refidence there till the 
determination of the Britiſh Court ſhould be 
known. I had been in Liſbon only a few days 
when I was deſired to go to the dock-yard, 
where 1 was told that the Commiſſioner (a 
Rear-Admiral) wanted me. I attended as I was 
directed, and to my great ſurpriſe was told, 


+ that at the inſtance of the Miniſter of Marine 


and the Britiſh Envoy 1 was to be ſent to the 
Caſtello de St. Forge, where, however, I was 
to be treated in every reſpect as a gentleman. 
'This intelligence could not but excite my 
ſurprife; I had not long left Mr. Walpole, who 
ſeemed very differently diſpoſed, and I was not 
leſs conſcious of having done nothing that could 
merit ſuch treatment from the Government of 
Portugal; I nevertheleſs obeyed the order, 
though I could not reconcile the idea that Mr. 
Walpole, after what he had ſaid to me, fhould 
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of uneaſineſs and ſuſpenſe 1 addreſſed myſelf to 
Charles Murray, Eſq. Conſul-General from his 
Britannic Majeſty at the Madeiras, a man whoſe 
reputation for benevolence, and whoſe conſe- 
quence in the world pointed him out to me as 


the moſt likely perſon to obtain an account of 


the true cauſe of my impriſonment. 

In the mean time my ſervant and little Rich- 
ards learnt my fituation, when the former fled 
for fear; but the latter, though in a ſtrange 
country, and under fifteen years of age, deli- 
vered himſelf up, and defired to ſhare my con- 
finement. He was accordingly ſent to the 


Caſtello de St. Forge, but with a poſitive injunc- 


tion to be kept apart from me, and orders were 
at the ſame time given, that I ſhould not be in- 
formed of his impriſonment. I, however, im- 
mediately became acquainted with it, and ſent 
for the Governor, who, at my earneſt requeſt, 


allowed him the range of the caſtle, on my pro- 


miſe to hold no communication with him, 
A ſufficiently plentiful table was found for 


me, and my lodgings wereextremely good, -but 
for above a week 1 could not obtain my bag- 


gage. At length my trunks were ſent to me, 
and, to my great ſurpriſe, without having 
paſſed any examination though they con- 
= ined many Papers, yet a few immaterial ones 

whick 
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which laid looſe in a bureau belonging to the 
hotel where I lodged were eagerly ſeized and 
tranſmitted to Manique, the Intendant-General 
of the Police. I applied to every one I could 
think of to learn what was the cauſe of my im- 
priſonment, and was told by all that it was at 
the requeſt of Mr. Walpole and the Minifter of 
the Marine of Portugal ; in afew days, however, 
I received from the humane Mr. Murray a let- 
ter in anſwer to that I have already mentioned 
to have ſent him, of which the n is an 


extract: 6 


Liszox, SEPTEMBER 18th, 1798. 
As it appeared to me that 
"fat un you are hardly, nay unjuſtly dealt 
* by, being impriſoned here, without having 
* committed any crime againſt the laws of this 
* country, and without even being told the 
* reaſon of your commitment, I reſolved to 
* comply with your requeſt, I endeavoured to 
find out the cauſe of that extraordinary — 
ceeding, for your information. IS : 908 
To this purpoſe I called firſt on Mr. Wal. 
* pole, his Majeſty's Envoy at this court, and 
* had I found that it was at his deſire, I ſhould 
* have aſked no further queſtions; but his 


7 Secretary aſſured me, (for Mr. Walpole 
cc was 


cc 
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« was in the country,) that it was not; that 


% you had been with Mr. Walpole ſoon after 
your arrival from Brazil, offering to deliver 


«« yourſelf up to him to be ſent home to Eng- 


« land, but that he, having no orders from 
home concerning you, had declined taking 
charge of you; all which the Envoy himſelf 


cc 


«c 


« has ſince confirmed to me. 


«« I next went to the Conſul-General's office, 
and ſpoke to the Secretary there; Mr. God» 


dard the Conſul, being at preſent in England, 
<© who alſo aſſured me that hothing had ema- 
£c nated from that office tending to induce your 
« impriſonment; judging therefore that it muſt 


« have proceeded from the Government of 


<« this country, and having ſome buſineſs with 


„ his Excellency, Don Rodrigo de Souza Coutinho, 
0 Secretary of State for the marine, and fo- 
« reign dominions, in whoſe department cog- 
ec nizance is taken of all tranſactions from the 


ce Brazils, 1 called upon him the next mor- 


ki ning, and took occaſion to mention your ſi- 
« tuation to him. He aſſured me that her 
% Majeſty had given no order whatever con- 


© cerning you; that no complaint had come 


« from the Brazils to this government againſt 
« you, ſo that he ſuppoſed your confinement 
« mult proceed from ſome inſinuation of the 
“ Britiſh Miniſter; I aſſured him that was not 

the 
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* the caſe; then, ſaid he, it muſt be merely an 
* official affair of the Intendant of the Police, 
„ in which the Government takes no part. 
* Being acquainted with Mr. Manique, the 
Intendant, I ſpoke to him on the ſubject, but 
* could get no ſatisfactory anſwer as to the 
immediate cauſe of your impriſonment. ?®? 

This letter at once opened my eyes, and as I 
had been ſent to the Cafte/lo by the Commiſ- 
fioner of the dock-yard, I entertained very 
little doubt but that the whole had been a ma- 
nœuvre of the gallant Rear-Admiral Pranciſco 
de Paula Leite, to prevent me from calling him 
to account for his conduct at Bahia de Todos os 
Santos, which he perfectly well knew to be my 
intention. Among others, I applicd to Major 
General Gomez Frere d* Andrade, a very diſtin- 
guiſhed ſoldier, who had ferved in Ruſſia with 
much reputation, and is of one of the moſt 
noble families in Portugal ; he repreſented my 
cafe to the Intendant, _w ſolicited my dif. 
charge. 

His Majeſty's Envoy, Mr. Murray, Mr. 
Criſpin, the Pro-Conſul, alfo uſed their utmoſt 
exertions to aſcertain the cauſe of my arreſt, 
but they were not able to learn any thing po- | 
fitive : however, after much ſolicitation, the In- 
tendant, aſhamed 1 ſuppoſe of his conduct, con- 
fented that little Richards ſhould be lodged in 
| the 
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the ſame apartments which were allotted to me. 


About the ſame time he likewiſe gave me up 


my papers, and among them, by miſtake, as 1 
imagine, the individual letter I had wrote to 


Mr. Stewart in Bahia de Todos os Santos. 

At length, after much ſolicitation, he avowed 
that the cauſe of my confinement was the vio- 
lence of my behaviour in Brazil, and recapi- 


tulated, with great accuracy, the actions I have 


already related; he further declared, that it 
was to pre vent ny doing miſchief that he could not 
conſent to my being at liberty; but that I 
ſnould have no reaſon to complain of my treat- 
ment, and whenever Mr. Walpole choſe to ſend 
me away, that I ſhould have noon permiſ- 
ſton to depart. ; 

During my „ 1 had ee 
my caſe to the Duke of Portland, and deſired 
of him that 1 might be claimed: I likewiſe 
ſhould imagine that Mr. Walpole did the ſame; 
but before an anſwer could be received, Ma- 
nique, the Intendant of Police, prevented my re- 
ceiving any benefit from the Court of London. 
Perceiving, - as he might eaſily do, that the 
number of my friends increaſed, and that it 
was probable my caſe might be properly repre- 
ſented to his Royal Highneſs the Prince of 
Brazil, with the ſupport of a very powerful in- 
rereſt, he thought ren, without a moment's 
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notice, to remove me from the nao 4 K. 
f Forge. 


| On the 5th of 838 about 8 at 
| night, as I was undreſſing, I was waited upon 
by two perſons belonging to Manique's- offite ; 
they told me they were going to conduct me, at 
Mr. Walpole's requeſt, on board a ſhip which 
was already down the river, and would fail with 
1 the morning's tide for a Britiſh port. I re- 
ceived this intimation with the greateſt plea, 
| ſure; I hurried on my cloths, and in a moment 
was ready to attend them. Two of the chaiſes 
of the country were at the door, my baggage 
was fixed; Manique's ſecretary got into the car- 
riage with me, one of his domeſtics into the 
chaiſe with Richards, and we ſet out. We 
were conducted to the lower end of Belem, about 
two leagues diſtant from the Caſtle, 'and ar- 
rived there about three in the morning; I was 
carried to the houſe of M. Joaquim Joꝛs de Abreu, 
Surveyor of the Cuſtoms, who received me with 
great civility. He told me at firſt, that in the 
courſe of an hour or two the fleet with which I 
was to ſai} would drop down the river; but 
after I had waited with him till day=light, he 
altered his tone, and told me that the fleet | [ 
would not probably ſail for a day or two; but 
rather than I ſhould return, he would accom- 
modate me for that time with apartments in his 
houſe, 


to fly. 
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houſe, provided I would promiſe to take no ad- 
vantage of his confidence, but remain quietly 


in the rooms he ſhould aſſign me. In reply 1 
aſſured him, that he had nothing to apprehend . 
from mie, as no event could give me ſo much 


pleaſure as leaving a country where a wretch 
like Manique was an abſolute ſovereign, and 
ſuffered to exerciſe his tyranny on any'one who 
had not the good fortune tu pleaſe him in all his 
caprices; it was not, therefore, into ſuch a 
country, but out of it, that I might be expected 


„ 
1 * 


1 was immediately ſhewn into à ſuite of 
apartments, ſmall, but very handſome; theſe 
were, for the preſent, to be my priſon, and 1 
was ſerved in a ſtyle of elegance which aſtoniſh- 
ed me. I defired leave. to write his Britannic 
Majeſty's Envoy, in whoſe poſſeſſion I had left 
ſome papers abſolutely neceſſary; for the ſame 
reaſon I deſired likewiſe to write to Mr. Mur= 
ray, his Majeſty's Conſul-General for Madeira, 
of whoſe kindneſs to me 1 have before made 
mention. Paper, pens, and ink, being brought 
to me, I wrote the letters, and committed them 
to the care of my entertainer ;' he told me he 
muſt ſend them to Manique, who, he tnade no 
doubt, would forward them according to my 
deſire. 
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I had 100 about eight days under this gen · 
tleman's hoſpitable roof, receiving every day 
marks of politeneſs and attention, which ren- 
dered my abode very pleaſant, but without 
hearing from Mr. Walpole or Mr. Murray. 
That they had been ſent to Manique, the per- 
petual goad offices I was daily experiencing 
left me no room to doubt ; but the Intendant 


I knew to be capable of any act of cruelty or 


meanneſs ; I therefore concluded that he had 
ſuppreſſed them, and that Mr. Walpole was as 


unacquainted with my removal as he had been 
with my arreſt, to which they had proſtituted 
his name; nor was I without ſuſpicions that 


they had now recurred to the ſame impudent 


project. 5 
While theſe reflections occupied my mind L 


was ſuddenly informed that the fleet was drop- 


ping down, and that I muſt prepare to embark; 


I needed very little preparation, and in a Fa 
minutes was ready. My kind landlord. gave 
me a liſt of the ſtores he had laid in for mk 
which were more than ſufficient for a much | 


longer voyage than that I was about to take; ; 
then putting a paſſport into my hand, he in- 
formed me, that as there was no ſhips going to 


England for ſome time, Manique had directed 
him to put me on board one of the convoy go- ; 
ing to Gibraltar. He aſſured me, as was the 


EE: "ns fact, 
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ſact, that the accommodation provided for me 
was'extremely good ; that the paſſage was paid; 
and that the maſter of the ſhip was directed to 
put me on board any veſſel we might meet at 
ſea bound for the Britiſh Channel. This ex- 


cellent man added, ** As you have neither heard 


* from Mr. Walpole nor Mr. Murray during 
* the time you were at my houſe, it is poſſible 
you may be unprovided with money ſufficient 


* for your preſent uſe, I will therefore advance 


« you any ſum I can afford.” I took a few 


| pounds, and- gave him a line to Mr. Murray, 
who, with his uſual goodneſs, immediately re- 


Paid M. De Abreu. 


* 


I now went on board. The convoy was under 


ſail, and 1 never in my life felt more happineſs 


than at quitting a country where men may be 
deprived of libefty without being told why, 
without having committed any crime, and 


without being permitted to vindicate them= 
' ſelves. My diſputes in Brazil came not within 
the cognizance of an Intendant of Police of 
Liſbon; the government of that country admit. 


niſters the juſtice of it, and to the Governor be- 
longed the power of puniſhing me if I had me- 


rired puniſhment ; bat that he had made no 
complaint is evident from the declaration of the 


Miniſter of the Marine and Tranſmarine De- 


JO to Mr. Murray, an extract of whoſe 


F X 3 letter 
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letrer to me has been already given. As Ma- 


nique knew nothing of me, it ſhould ſeem that 
ſome weighty arguments had been made uſe of 
to him by ſome of thoſe gentlemen I had offended 
in Brazil, and who there made an attempt ta 


_ aſſaſſinate me. Whether he who had the po- 


liteneſs to declare to my face that © the Engliſh 
« troops were good for nothing!” and had 


| learnt that I did not ſuffer ſuch inſolence to 
paſs with impunity, joined his mite of nn 


to injure me, he muſt determine. 
The air and climate of Portugal are well 


| known for their ſalubrity and pleaſantneſs, the 


weather being ſeldom inconveniently hot 'in 
ſummer, nor is the winter ever ſo cold as to 
require the uſe of fires, ſo that hardly ſuch a 
thing as a fire-place is ſeen. The inhabitants 
are ſo intolerably lazy, that it is no unuſual 
matter to ſee a parcel of Juſty fellows ſitting on 
the ground picking the vermin off each other; 
and their ſuperſtition ſurpaſſes all imagination: ' 


The churches here are numerous and fine; in 


that of St. Antonio they ſhew a ſtone in which 
the holy man, as they believe, made the figure 
of the croſs with his finger: the marks of the 
chizzel are not, however, ſo totally obliterated 


but that the impoſture ſtrikes the moſt ſuperfis 
cial obſerycr. 


2 
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Portugal formerly was famous for its enter- 


priſing navigators, but of late their ſpirit ſeems 


nearly extindt. Literature never was at a high 


pitch in this country; a few poets were for- 


merly found here, among whom Camoens bears 


the greateſt reputation; but for works of wit 
and humour we may in vain look among the li- 


terary archives of Portugal. This ſeems to be 
principally owing to the buſy interference of 
the church, which eternally is endeavouring to 
ſmell out hereſy or impiety ; and as few prieſts 
can take a jeſt, a writer who dared to make the 
world laugh, would ſtand in an awkward predi- 
cament. The ſame conſciouſneſs of importance 


tempts them to intrude ſpies into every private 


family, a practice that has not a little contributed 


to the reſerve and gloom that ſeems to pervade 
every houſe. Their habitual lazineſs is alſo 


another cauſe of their jealouſy, for many of the 


ancient nobility being extremely poor, . were 


out-done in point of appearance by the mer. 
chants, whoſe origin nobody knew; they af- 
fected reſerve, and pretended to deſpiſe thoſe 
whom they had not the energy to imitate. The 
peaſantry, too, are ſuch ſervile dependants on 


the will of the lords, that their daughters, if | 


bandſome,. were almoſt ſure to fall victims to 
the luſt of the young nobility; and I ſhould 
Ty that theſe youthful debauchees, not 
Gert | X 4 ſtopping 
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ſtopping at theſe low intrigues, would ſoon in- 
vade the females of ſuperior rank, which would 
be a ſufficient caution to fathers and huſbands, 
whaͤſe youth had been ſpent in fimilar exploits, 
to truſt more to locks and bolts than to ** 
continence and female chaſtity. _ 

There are ſeveral theatres in Liſbon, one of. 
which is very fine, but no women are allowed 
to perform on the ſtage; to ſupply: their want 
they employ the moſt delicate boys and young 
men, who, at the diſtance of the boxes, are not 
to be diſtinguiſhed from women, This cuſtom 


may poſſibly have given riſe to an abominable 


vice, which is ſhockingly frequent here. 

There is a dock-yard which is faid to be very 
good, but I. never ſaw it, except when I was 
weak enough to go there through the contri- 
vance of Manique; but certainly the ſhips built 


there are extremely handſome while new. When 


they have been at ſea a few years they, however, 
lofe their ſhape, and become what the ſailors 
call bogged, that is, inftead of forming a beau- 
tiful curve, loweſt in the middle and higher at 
the ſtem and ſtern; the ends fall and the mid- 
dle riſes, ſo as to reſemble, in ſome degree, 
the back of a hog. This deſect I have heard 
attributed, with what juſtice I know not, to the 
enormous weight of their guns; for though 
* iron is ſo much better than ours, that, 
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from the hammer marks I have ſeen upon new _ 
guns, I have reaſon to believe that they are 
hammered after they are caſt, they far ſur- 
paſs in weight Britiſh pieces of equal calibre ; 
I think I do not exceed the truth when I efti- 
mate the difference of weight at one fourth. 
The Portugueſe ſailors are by all nations al- 
| lowed to be expert in their occupation; thoſe 
that I ſaw in the whole ſquadron, and particu. 
larly aboard her moſt Faithful Majeſty's ſhip 
the Ulyſſes, were fine ſtout young men, re- 
markably quiet and orderly. Their pay is 
good, and they are perfectly happy in their ſitu- 
ation, to which the greateſt attention is paid by 
their officers, ſeveral of whom are every way 
qualified for ſupporting their rank with mild- 
' neſs, firmneſs, judgment, and dignity, Far 
different is the condition of their land forces. 
The only regiments I ſaw that were at all fit for 
ſervice were two of infantry ;. one 'was that 
which ſtill bears the name of La Lippe, the ce- 
lebrated Field-Marſhal and Captain-General of 
Portugal; the other was that of Gomez Frere IF 
4 Anirade, which is ſtill better, and of its com- 
mander I may with propriety ſay, that no ſer- 
vice ean boaſt of a more able officer. The other 
regiments of infantry that I ſaw were miſerable | 
| 


in every reſpect, and only exceeded in point of 
i wretehedneſs by the cavalry, whoſe appearance, 
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in ſact, would rather require Hogarth's pencil 


than my pen to convey an adequate idea of 
them. The enormous long ſwords of this gro- 


teſque cavalry add not a little to the general 


oddity of their look; ſuch is the length of theſe 


monſtrous weapons, that they cannot be drawn 


at one motion by men of ſmall or even mode- 


rate ſtature. The ſtrait ſword is certainly ſar 


preferable to the crooked one on every account. 


The crooked ſword being only fit for cutting, 


deprives the wearer of his beſt mode of aſſault, 


and is, to ſay no worſe of it, a very ineffectual 


weapon. The ſtrait blade, in order to give it 
all the advantage of which it'is capable, ought 
to be ſharp at the point as well as the edge, of 


fuſficient ſtrength, and long; Rill it muſt be pro- 


portioned to the ſtature of the man who is ta 
wield it, and not like thoſe of Portugal, ſo long 


that the Cavalier can ber draw nor return it 


with eaſe. 
As we paſſed the bar of Liſbon. I —— 


that we were under the convoy of his Majeſty's 


ſhip» Dorothea, and I ſeized the opportunity 
which offered of addreſſing a few lines to her 
Commander to acquaint him in what manner 
J had been placed in one of the ſhips under 
his command. In fact, my arreſt at Liſbon had 


become a common ſubject of converſation there: 


and many very reſpectable characters had be- 
| | come 
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come friends, becauſe I had forced pride to re- 
ſtrain irſelf within the bounds of good manners ; 
my letter to the Captain of the Dorothea was 
therefore a kind of a marine gazette extraordis 
nary. Our paſſage was tedious, and the weather 
unpleaſant; our ſhip ſprung the head of her 
main-maſt, which diſabled her from carrying 
ſail, and this occaſioned us to fall far aſtern of. 
the reſt of the fleet, When we made the mouth 
of the Gut of Gibraltar, we were unable to fol. 
low the convoy through, and conſequently 
ſteered for Tangier Bay, which we reached in 
the middle of the night. Soon after day-break, 
I was aſtoniſhed to ſee the Dorotbea's boat with 
the Lieutenant and the Purſer come along-ſide; 
they informed us that when the frigate firſt made 
that land, they had gone on ſhore to buy ſtock z 
but the wind becoming more favourable, the 
frigate and convoy proceeded up the Gut and 
left them behind. They were in hopes that we 
were in a condition to venture the paſſage with- 
out convoy, as the wind was fair, and the wea- 
ther too boiſterous ta ſuffer either gun-boats or 
the ſmall privateers, which ſwarm there, to at- 
tack us: but ſeeing our diſabled ſtate, and that 
the Maſter durſt not venture to ſail without an 
eſcort, they returned to the town of Tangier, 
and I accompanied them. 1 there found that 
amiable and hoſpitable character, Mr. Matra, 
2 | his 
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his Majeſty” s Conſul-General for Moroceo, ms 
43 yan him we ſpent that day. 

Lieutenant Down, being very apa ve 
chat the Dorothea might ſail from Gibraltar 
up the Mediterranean, determined, (for what 
will not Britiſh ſeamen do?) to leave the ſtock 
he had purchaſed, and proceed next morning 
at day-break in his yawl for Gibraltar. I ſo- 


licited his leave to accompany him, which he 


granted; but as we were preparing to depart; 


we perceived his Majeſty's ſhip E/ Cr, with a 


French privatcer, her prize, which had arrived 


during the night. I immediatly ſuggeſted to 


Lieutenant Down, that it might accommodate 
the Commander of EI Corso, and perfectly 
anſwer our purpoſe, ſhould we offer to take 
charge of the prize and carry her to Gibraltar. 
The Lieutenant approved my plan, and inſtant- 
ly propoſed it to the Commander of E Gore 
fo, who was much pleaſed to have the means 
of ſending his prize into port without weak- 
ening his ſhip, and readily complied with our 
requeſt. She was therefore delivered over to 
Lieutenant Down, with only four men be- 
longing to EI Corſo. I heſe, with the Purſer, the 
nephew of the Vice-Conſul, the boat's crew, 
and myſclf, made up the whole of his ſtrength; 
we. failed with a briſk weſterly breeze, and in 
a very few hours we reached the Rock, juſt as 
© the 
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the Dorothea and her convoy got in. All the 
Spaniſh gun- boats had come out to attack 
them ; the Dorothea had been vigourouſly aſ- 
failed, and Captain Grey, -who, with his Lady, 
came paſſengers: in that e from Liſban, tad 
nearly loſt their lives. | 

Ide Dorothea came to an pd wich 
a> while the gun-boats kept a hea- 
vy and well-directed fire upon her. Captain 
and Mrs. Grey went into one of the barges to 
land, and juſt as they puſhed off from the ſhip, 
one of the top-maſts was ſhot away and fell 
ſo near the boat that it almoſt ſunk her; they 
however reached the ſhore in ſafety, "_— 
n drenched. | „ 


cHAP. xxXV. 


The author arrives Hale at Gibraltar. — I- arreſied 
on account of the diſcovery M a conſpiracy there, — 
Diſcharged from confinement. —Extraordinary ex- 
ertions of Earl St. Vincent.—The author arrives, 
at Tangier, where be is moſt kindly treated by the 
Cunſul- General. — Reæſolves lo wait there. for the . 
Dube of Portland's orders. —Defeription of Tan- 
| lier. — Manner of POE houſes there. —>Ti by 
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Faiely occaſo oned by the preſence of the Gfl. 

© Mofques.—Gates of the town. —Abjetf? flate of the 
Fews.—Charatter of the Moors,—Their funerals. 
— Mooriſh troops. Their arms.—Their horſes ,— 
Their cavalry.—Remark on borſes bits.-—Their 
evolutions. —Surpriſed that any one could perform 

* their nanæuures on à plain ſaddle.——The Moori/> 
mode of ſhoeing bonſes.—7 be anthor procuret 4 
' borſe to be ſboed in the European faſbion.— Barba- 
raus manner of faſtening borſes in the N : 
1 travelling i in . | 


W. brought EI Corſo's prize ſafe to Git 
raltar; and as Lieutenant Down went aſhore 
before we came to anchor, I ſent a letter by 
him to General O'Hara, Governor of that gar- 
riſon. In this letter, which I had prepared at 
Tangier, when I did not expect ſo ſoon to reach 
Gibraltar, I had explained my ſituation to that 
General; I had in fact given him a brief recital 
of the moſt material events in which I had been 
involved ſinee I left England; and this I in- 
tended to have ſent by the earlieſt oppottunity. 
I reached the Rock however in a very unlucky 
moment; for juſt before our arrival a plot had 
been diſcovered, which was faid to have for its 
object the burning of the arſenal: this occa- 
honed a general alarm; and an order to appre- 


dend all ftrangers and foreigners ; the latter of 
whom 
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whom were ſent out of the garriſon, and ſuch 


as were able, were compelled. to ſerve on board 


the fleet. By this juditious manceuvre, the 
gallant Earl St. Vincent converted the very 
Tcum of the earth into uſeful ſubjects; proving 
clearly, that, with a good commander, the 
worſt of materials will make excellent ſoldiers 
or ſailors, provided diſcipline and ſubordina- 
tion be duly kept up. It is by no means my 
intention to derogate from the bravery of our 
Britiſh ſeamen, whoſe excellent conduct has at 
all times been a pattern to the world; yet 
theſe ruflians, ſnatched from ſhops, from ſtalls, 
and from ſuttling-houfes, were made their com- 
Panions in glory ; and proved themſelves wor- 
thy the honour of fighting by their fides.. 
What they might have done under an officer 
of a leſs decided character than Earl St. Vin- 
cent is hard to ſay; but they knew him to be 
brave, and that to diſobey was to die; to his 
firmneſs alone, therefore, his country owes 
thoſe acts of valour performed by this motley 
aſſemblage of outcaſts. 
I ſhared the fate of other ſufferers, and was 
_ arreſted along with the nephew of the Britiſh 
Vice-Conſul, and ſeveral others, who like us 
were about to land. 'As I had already ſent my 
letter to General O'Hara, I intended to have 
waited patiently his . as in fact the ordi- 
nary 
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nary ceremony of obtaining permiſſion to pro- 
ceed to land, takes up, even in peaceable 
times, ſome hours ; but the officers of the navy 
whom I faw there, informed me that as I was 
on .board one of his Majeſty's ſhips,. I was at 
the diſpoſal of Earl St. Vincent, who muſt do 
with me as he ſhould think fit. By them I was 
told that it was believed that I belonged to the 
privateer, as I ſhould naturally ſuppoſe, from 
the circumſtance of my having been ſeen upon 
her deck in an uniform which they did not 
know ; in ſhort, 1 underſtand my perſon was 
recognized by ſome one who knew me, but whe 
never dreamt of my being there as one of the 
perſons employed in bringing the prize into 
port, imagining, on the eontrary, that I bad 
joined the enemies of my count. 
his news, I was told, had been carried to 
E Earl St. Vincent, who, taking it to be true, ; 
| was very juſtly enraged at my ſuppoſed treaſon, 
and ordered me immediately to be ſent in arreſt 
on board his Majeſty's ſhip the Aurora. I was 
carried thither with the nephew of the Vice- 
Conſul, who, as I before obſerved, had been 
arreſted in the general confuſion ; this circumy 
ſtance afforded me. ſome conſolation, for if a 
man known, provided with every neceflary paſſ- 
port, and bearing even letters of recommenda- 


tion to the Governor, could be arrefted, it was 
no 
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no way aſtoniſhing that I ſhould be detained; 
therefore maintained my tranquillity pretty: 


well, and was, I muſt own, not a little diverted 
at the diſmay and conſternation of my fellow= 
priſoner, who, being unpractiſed in alarms, 


ſeemed wi ned — under this temporary 


reſtraint. 
When 1 learnt that it was 0 by all, 


even by Lord St. Vincent, that I belonged to 
the privateer, I immediately took the proper 


ſteps to clear myſelf from ſuch a ſuſpicion. 


Early next morning, Captains Lord William 


Stewart and Newhouſe, of the royal navy, called 
upon me by the Admiral's command, to en- 


quire how I came there, and what my purpoſe 


was; a very ſhort explanation alone was neceſ- 


ſary, and all reſtraint was immediately taken 


off. Nothing then remained for me but to ſo. 
| licit to be ſent to Tangier; this adventute, 
however, I hold to be fortunate, as it afforded 
me an opportunity of explaining myſelf to men 
ſo juſtly the object of public admiration as the 
Governor and Admiral. 

The day following, Earl St. Vincent directed 
Captain Selby, of his Majeſty's ſhip Mondovi, 


to land me at Tangier. This direction was in- 


timated to me in the morning, at which time 
the ſhip was laying with her main- maſt out, 
and all her rigging down; I was ordered to em- 

Y bark 
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bark at eleven; and ſuch was the diſpatch uſed * 
prepare her for ſea, that by one o'clock, not 
more than *five hours from the iſſuing © 


a crippled prize has been brought in one tide, 
the very next tide ſhe has been ſent out com- 
pletely refitted, armed, and manned, a cruizer 
in the Britiſh ſervice. 

The attention paid by this great 4 
and the fatigues he muſt have neceſſarily under- 
gone, are aſtoniſhing; at the earlieſt dawn of 
morning he was ſeen attending to the buſineſs: 


of the dock-yard, where the ſmalleſt minutia 


did not eſcape his eye; and in the evening, till 


the utmoſt glimpſe of twilight was obſcured, he 


never quitted the work carrying on there, unleſs 
other parts of the ſervice required his preſence. 
He did away the ceremonious formality of going 
on board and on ſhore practiſed by comman- 


ders of ſhips of war; the ſplendid barge, with 
its ſmart crew, were no more ſeen; a boat of 


any fort that could be procured, with perhaps 
a couple of boys to work it, ſerved not only the 
Captains but the Admiral himſelf, who found 
ſufficient employ for every hand, without ſuf- 
fering them to throw away their time in empty 
parade. 


the 
orders, we were under way. This was, however, 
but a trifle, compared with the active exertions 
of Earl St. Vincent; for more than once, When 


The 
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The manner of his watering and refitting the 
ſnips that for ſo long a time blocked up Cadiz, 
deſerves notice. The fleet was at firſt totally 


ſupplied with water brought by tranſports from 
© Liſbon; this was a tedious and expenſive buſi- 


neſs, but he found the way to diminiſh it, by 


ſending the ſhips of war to Gibraltar for a ſup». 
ply, One ſhjp only at a time uſed to leave the 


fleet, and proceed for the garriſon, where ſhe 
took in not her own complement of water alone, 
but as much more as ſhe could; the firſt 
fair wind was her ſignal for ſailing, nor would 
the Admiral admit any excuſe ſor even a mo- 


ment's delay, On her return, the inſtant ſne 


hove in fight of the fleet, the next in rotation 


failed,” and the ſuperfluous water was forthwith, 
_ diſtributed among thoſe that moſt wanted a ſup- 
ply. The ſame ſtrictneſs and regularity was 


obſerved reſpecting ſhips that wanted repairs,” 
nor was every trifling deficiency allowed to be 
an excuſe for coming into port; when there, 


no delay was admitted, the repairs were con- 


ducted with ſurpriſing rapidity, and the N 
quickly reſumed their ſtation. : 

This unuſual alertneſs was extremely decile” 
ing to the officers, yet they all admired their 
indefatigable chieftain, who, like the Great 


Frederick of Pruſſia, had the ſingular fortune 


to be beloved in proportion to the ſeverity of 
* 2 the 
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the duty he impoſed. Nevertheleſs, a thouſand 
attempts were made to evade ſervices which 
they thought troubleſome, and to elude the vi- 


gilance of the Admiral, and a thouſand drolf 


adventures were the reſult; but though they 


Were ſometimes ſucceſsful, he was — an 


— 


over-match for them. 
On my arrival at Tangier, Mr. Matra, the 
Conſul- General, received me with his uſual be- 
nevolent kindneſs, and did every thing in his 
power to make me forget my diſtreſſing cir- 
cumſtances. My earneſt wiſh was to have 
reached Germany, but the journey was difficult, 
and my finances required that I ſhould do ſome- 
thing to avoid the preſſure of want. Morocco 
did not promiſe any thing very advantageous;- 
and: was, beſides, a country where a man, accuſ-- 
tomed:to the elegance of ſociety, could hardly 
think of an eſtabliſhment ; but excepting that, 
no other country unleſs Spain, was within my 
reach; and to ſerve in a country at war with 
my own;- was to me inſupportable. Neceſſity, 
therefore, determined my choice; and notwith- 
ſtanding the ample and honourable proviſion 
which Spain would have afforded me, I prefer- 
red, without much heſitation, the forlorn hope 
which Barbary held out. I therefore candidly 
laid my whole hiſtory before the Conſul- Gene- 


rel, and explained to him the neceſſity under 
— which 
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which 1 lay of looking out for employment 
ſomewhere. He, I may venture to ſay, in 


common with every one who really knows my 
caſe, thought me hardly dealt by, and with a 
frankneſs which 1 very gratefully remember, 
humanely offered me his good offices. 

I determined to write again to his Grace of 


Portland, before I reſolved to fix myſeif in any 


fituation whatever, making another offer to 
come forward, not only to clear up the honour 
and propriety of my own conduct, but to ſub. 
ſtantiate Thoſe charges of ſcandalous negligence 
and imbecile want of fortitude in others, which 
occaſioned the unfortunate loſs of the Lady 
Shore. This I conceived to be ne more than 
my duty, ſince his Majeſty's Miniſters had al- 
ready heard from me in the ſame ſtyle, and it 
was therefore my endeavour to place the mutiny, 
and the cauſe of its ſucceſs, in the cleareſt point 


of view, in order that they might not only bring 


the guilty to condign puniſhment, but by point» 
ing out where the error had been, enable others 
to proceed with more ſafety in future. 

In this letter I aſſured his Grace that 1 ** 
3 to exiſt where I was, without con- 
tracting any obligation; that, in hopes of re- 
ceiving his commands, I would wait a reaſon- 
able time; but if I heard nothing from his Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters, I muſt, from dire neceſſity, 
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accept the firſt employment that offered, and 
could no more engage . to anſwer their 


_ | 925 

The town of Tangier lays in a bay at the mouth 
of the Gut of Gibraltar, in lat 35 43' N. long. 
5 18' W. about fourteen leagues W. S. W. 
from that garriſon. It is ſheltered on the north 
behind that ridge of hills called Cape Spartel, 
which forms the ſouthern fide of the entrance 
into the Gut. The entrance of the bay is com- 
manded by very high land on both fides, and 
might, with no great labour, be made extremely 
ſtrong ; z at preſent there are no works near it, 
except a few ſmall batteries, and thoſe only the : 
ſide next the town. The bay is expoſed | to dif- 
ferent winds, which, beſides the badneſs of the 
anchorage, render it an unſafe harbour at all 


times. 


The town does not lay at the bottom of the 
bay, but on the weſtern ſide of it; it is not very 
conſiderable, and is ſurrounded by a high wall 
hardly muſket- proof. The ſtreets are all, ex- 
cept one, ſo narrow, that two people can hardly 
paſs « each other; arid ſo dirty, that no place 1 
have ever ſcen, except Liſbon, can bear the leaſt 


: compariſon with them; the town is no where re- 


gularly paved; but in ſome places a few ſtones 
are laid, as if dropped there by chance. The 
houſes are, for the moſt part, only one ſtory 

| high, 15 
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high, with no windows towards the ſtreet, and 
very few any where elſe ; they are all flat roofed, 
and, from the badneſs of the workmanſhip, the 
roof is ſure to ſink in the middle, thereby form- 


ing a ſort of reſervoir for the rain-water, which 


drops plentifully through, and renders the 


apartments very damp and diſagreeable. Every 
houſe, great or ſmall, encloſes à quadrangle, 
where the gloomy maſter can fit, ſtupified with 
opium, ſmoaking his pipe, afraid leſt any ſtran- 
ger ſhould get a peep at his women, who, though 


perhaps objects of jealouſy to their huſbands, 


are certainly not objects of temptation to any 
one who has ever beheld the blaze of Britiſh 
beauty. The entrance into their houſes is by a 
winding paſſage, which leads into the quadran- 
gle, from whence are the entrances into all the 


apartments, and I no where ſaw the door of one 


room lead into another; theſe doors are large, 
with two folding flaps, like thoſe of a coach 
gateway, and in them is a little wicket, ſcarce 
big enough for a man to paſs in a ſtooping poſ- 
ture. The apartments are ſmall, and very nar- 
row in proportion to their lengths, being like 
partitioned ſpaces taken out of a gallery, and 
have ſeldom any light hut what they receive from 
the wicket. 

This town is, however, madre; very plan- 
fer as it is the reſidence of all the Conſuls- 
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General, whoſe gay mode of living forms a very 


ſtriking contraſt with that of their gloomy neigh« 
bours. Their houſes are built and furniſhed in 


the European taſte, and Mr. Matra's in particu- 


lar, ſo very neat and elegant, that I ſeemed to be 
in England whenever I entered it. The Con- 
ſuls live in great ſplendour, and inſtead of prac- 


tiſing that economy which in that place they 


might readily do, they ſeem to vie with each 


other in ſumptuops elegance at their dinners, 


balls, and concerts; this ſociety is further im- 


proved by the addition of ſome F rench families, 


who, on account of the war, have remoyed 


from Gibraltar to ſettle here. | 

Some of the Conſuls have n and 
gardens i in the vicinity of the town; the Britiſh 
and the American Conſul, Mr. Simpſon, have 
each of them a retreat of this kind, beautifully 


ſituated, on the face of the mountain, which 
forms the entrance of the Gut. The gardens 


of both, but particularly Mr. Simpſon's, who 


principally reſides there, are very well laid out, 


but the way to them is infamouſly bad. None 


but the horſes of that country would be able to 
aſcend the mountains ; the road requires almoſt 


climbing, and the path (eſpecially that which 


ä—NüyN—P—]— —— — —— 


leads to Mr. Simpſon's,) is nothing but a chan- 


nel, worn through the ſoil of the mountain 


down t to the rock 1 the winter rains; it is ſo 
rough, 
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rough, ſteep, and ſtoney, that it is not leſs dan. 


gerous to deſcend to the bottom than difficult 
to aſcend to the top. 

In Tangier are ſeveral moſques, __ of their 
interior I can give no deſcription, it being for- 
bidden to Chriſtians to enter them ; and if any 
one ſhould accidentally ſtray within their gates, 
which are always open, he muſt either inſtantly 
ſubmit to circumciſion, and become a Mahome- 
tan, or his life muſt pay the forfeit. Some 
moſques have ſmall courts before them, paved 
With tiles of different colours, and in the mid- 
dle is a fountain for the ablutions practiſed ac- 
cording to the Mahometan ritual. In the in- 
terior parts of the country all Chriſtians who 
paſs muſt take off their hats and ſhoes, but this 
being the ſeat of the Conſuls, they are. excuſed 
the filly ceremony; the Jews are, however, 


obliged to ſubmit to it in the fulleſt extent. 


The gates of Tangier, and indeed of every 
other town in Barbary, are ſhut at ſun-ſet and 
opened at ſun-riſe ; no intcreſt, no perſuaſion, 
can prevail upon them to keep thoſe towards 
the ſea open after the time allotted, or to unbar 
them a moment earlier, 


The Jews are very numerous here, as 


well as in every other part of Barbary; by 


them, and through their means, all the trade 


of the country is carried on; nevertheleſs they 
are 
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are treated in the moſt barbarous manner. 


They are the moſt abject of ſlaves; any Moor, 
even a child, will abuſe and ſtrike them what. 
ever he thinks proper; complaint at beſt would 
avail nothing, but probably would draw down 
upon them new and aggravated inſults. Their 
houſes muſt at all times be open, and the Moors 
go in when they pleaſe. It could not be ſup- 
poſed that theſe viſits were of the moſt polite 
kind; but Britiſh urbanity can with difficulty 
form an idea of the brutalities practifed by 
thoſe ſavage intruders. 5 

The induſtry of theſe oppreſſed Ifraelites is 
aſtonifhing; patient, perfevering, and dexte- 
rous, they accumulate fortunes; and, amidſt all 
their ſufferings, they neyer ceaſe to have in 


view their ſole object, intereſt ; yet they are for 
the moſt part fair traders, and contented with 


moderate profits. Such is their humiliating 
ſtate, that even the richeſt of them are glad to 
be ranked among the ſervants of any Chriſtian, 
whoſe official ſituation can afford them protec- 
tion againſt the oppreſſions under which they 

groan. | n 
They are allowed to have their ſynagogue ; + 
bur whenever the Emperor wants money, he 
lays them under contribution, ſometimes. by 
ſeizing their place of worſhip, under pretence 
that the ground it ſtands upon is wanted for his 
ſervice. 
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fervice. The late Emperor, who hated the 
Jews, found another, and a very ingenious way 
of extorting money from them. The Jewiſh 
women, from ſome motives, probably of reli. 
gion, wear no colour in their petticoats except 
green: and, as the ſureſt way of diſtreſſing 
them, this enlightened Prince iſſued a prohibition 
againſt that article of dreſs. His edicts waited no 
formality ; the poor Jeweſſes muſt either ſtrip, 
and the dealers loſe the ſale of all the ſtock 
they had, or make the beſt rerms they could. 
A ſum of money was propoſed and accepted ; 
the edit was repealed, and the petticoat again 
diſplayed its verdant hue. 

The Moors, from their education; and a 
want of intercourſe with ſtrangers, are rude and 
uncouth in their manners; of ſociety they have 
no idea; what little converſation they hold with 
each other is in the open air; and I cannot 
think that their diſcourſe will abound with wit 
or erudition. Brutally ignorant, they look 
upon the Jews and Chriſtians with ineffable 
contempt ; ſo far indeed do they carry their ar- 
rogance, that a Moor, rather than tell either to 


go out of his way, will ride, or drive his cattle | 


over him. They have, however, ſome idea of 


Police, for guards are placed in the ſtreets, and 


every perſon who walks out after ſun-ſet muſt 
Have a lantern carried before him. Whenever, 
Bak | | likewiſe, 
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likewife, a Chriſtian goes into the country to 
any diſtance from the gates of the town, the 
Governor will not be anſwerable for any confe. 
quences, unleſs he takes a Moor with him, one 
EE of whom he will order to attend the traveller on 
application being made. I, however, diſpenſed 
with this ceremony, and when the Governor 
E ſent to tell me that I ſhould take a Moor ſoldier 
* with me when I went any diſtance, to prevent 
| inſult or ill treatment, I anſwered, that Britiſh 
dragoons were accuſtomed to guard others, and 
3 | not to be guarded themſelves, and that I wore 
a ſword, to which I could perfectly truſt oy 
own ſafety. 

The funerals of the Moors are conducted in 
a way ſufficiently ſtriking to a ſtranger ; they 
axe followed by a numerous croud, finging in 
| the country faſhion ; the body is depoſited in a 
1 ſort of bier, and covered over, if a male, with 
| a woollen cloth, called there al haik ;- and the 
ö whole machine completely rolled up in it, if a 
ſe male. 5 

The troops of this ountey, in theie preſent 
fate, are by no means fit to be oppoſed to Eu- 
ropean forces of any deſcription ; they have no 
idea of diſcipline, and their arms and dreſs are 
extremely ill calculated for the purpoſes of war. 
Their cavalry is the moſt numerous and beſt. 


part of their forces ; ; their horſes are excellent = 
and 
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and abundant every where, though for the road 
and for carriage of merchandize, the mule and 
the camel are moſt uſed. The Moors are ex- 


cellent horſemen, and their cavalry, with very 


little trouble, might be made the fineſt in the 
world. The men in general are handſome, of 
a good ſi ze, ſtout, active, and can endure fa- 
tigue and hunger ſurpriſingly well; their horſes 
too, have every quality deſirable, ſo that no- 
thing is wanting but proper arms, - harnaſling, 
and training. At preſent, they wear a ſort of 
looſe pantaloon, no ſtockings, a looſe robe, 
flippers, and ſpurs with one prodigious long 
iron ſpike, which ſerves at once for neck and 
for rowel; ſuch indeed is the dreſs of the whole 
country. Their arms conſiſt of a very long 
muſket, and a very bad ſhort ſword ; their ſad- 
dle has a riſing behind, which reaches a conſi- 
derable height up the back, and another before, 
but the thigh is no way confined. The ſtirrup 
is in the Tartar faſhion, as long and as broad as 
the foot, and the form of the ſaddle neceſſarily 
obliges them to ride with very ſhort ſtirrups z 
for if they could not raiſe themſelves much 


above the ſcat of the ſaddle, it would be impoſ- 


ſible for them to ſeat themſelves in it. 
The bridle is the ſame as that uſed by the 
Tartars in general, and which I have already 


marked to have excited my aſtoniſhment, at 
finding 
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finding among the inhabitants of Brazil. It is 

worthy of remark, that the horſes in Barbary, as 
well as Brazil, are remarkably tender mouthed, 
contrary to what my Engliſh readers would ex- 
pet ; but theſe powerful bridles keep a horſe 


in awe, and the ſmalleſt touch makes him obey, 


ſo that there needs not that conſtant pulling 
which my countrymen are ſo fond of. I am aware 
of the force of prejudice, and that I ſhall be 
laughed at by many, when I aſſert, that a ſnaffle 
bit and a tight rein are good for nothing but to 
ſpoil a horſe; let, however, any one for a mo- 
ment conſider whether any animal can move ſo: 
briſkly when reſtrained as when all its limbs 
have their free motion, and then let them ſay, 
what will be the effect of the perpetual pulling 
and ſawing of a ſnaffle bit. Beſides, the horſe 
by degrees gets accuſtomed to this teaſing. but 


_ inſignificant bit; a ſtrong pull becomes neceſ- 


ſary to check him, and the rider, as is too often 
the caſe with Engliſlimen, conſiders his bridle 
as a kind of ſupport to himſelf. In a word, 
wherever a powerful bit is uſed, I have obſerved. 
the horſcs to be tender mouthed, and the re- 
verſe in thoſe where the ſnaffle is employed. 
The only evolution they practiſe is to ſorm in line 
of battle, then in ſubdiviſions to advance, with 
aſtoniſhing rapidity, ſome diſtance in front of the 
line; when they have made their career, in full 

ſpeed, 
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ſpeed, they in zn inſtant throw their horſes'on 
their haunches, and ſtop as if nailed to the 
ground; they then fire, and return to the poſi- 
tion they left, and this manceuvre they practiſe 
ſo often, that their horſes are very ſoon ruined. 
They ſeemed to have no idea that an European 
could ride with dexterity, unleſs taught by them 


and were much aſtoniſhed at ſeeing me, on a 


ſmooth ſaddle, behind them in no feat of horſe- 


| manſhip. They fire with great exactneſs, but 


the fire of cavalry never can be made redoub- 
able; to give, therefore, to a horſeman, more 


than one piſtol, is, as I have elſewhere obſerv- 


ed, only to encumber him, and to take from his 
activity. 

Their manner of ſhoeing horſes is aw ewe 
in the extreme; inſtead of forming the ſhoe in 
the European manner, they make the two heels 
croſs each other, leaving an opening ſomething 
like a loop before, They cut away the fore part 


5 of the hoof as much as they well can, but allow 


it to ſpread on the ſides, by which means the 
foot not only becomes unſhapely, but it occa- 
ſions the horſe to cut. The ſhoe is only fixed 
on with three or four nails on each fide of the 
loops, and the croſſes behind are bent up and 
hammered into the heel. | 

On my arrival at Tangier, Mr. Matra had 


given me the privilege of uſing his horſes when 
I pleaſed ; 
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1 pleaſed I therefore took upon me to put as 


leaſt one into decent trim. The ſhoe was the 
firſt point that I proceeded to reform; for which 


purpoſe having myſelf made a proper model, I 


took it to a Mooriſh blackſmith for his imita- 


tion. It is but juſtice- to thoſe artiſts to ſay, 
that they are ingenious; for the man aſter a 


few trials, compleated a ſet of very decent ſhoes, 
which I then nailed on to ſhew him the method 
of doing it. He ſeemed ſurpriſed at my mode 
of trimming the hoof; however, he ſoon ac- 


quirer a competent knowledge, though I had 


much difficulty in prevailing upon him to fix 


the ſhoes ſufficiently forward. I fitted up an 
old ſaddle of Mr. Matra's, in the huzar ſtyle, 


but the ſtirrups were loſt, nor could I get a pair 


in all Tangier; I had, therefore, recourſe' to 
my ingenious ſmith, who, by the help of a 
model, made a pair that would not have diſgraced 


a Birmingham artiſt. My thus being my own 


| blackſmith, ſadler, and farrier, gave the Moors 
a ſtrange idea of me, as they had hitherto ima- 


gined themſelves to be the only perſons in the 

world that were capable of managing a horſe. 
Their ſtables are likewiſe a ſcene of abſurdity 

and cruelty ; they do not faſten their horſes by 


the head, but by the fore-legs, with ſtraps, to 
a chain, which is ſtretched the whole length 


of the manger, ſo that the poor animals cannot 


lay 
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| lay down; if the horſe be unruly, he is alſo 
_ faſtened by the hinder legs, and I have actually 
ſeen a mettleſome ſtallion (for ſuch are all the 
horſes here} not only faſtened by the fore-legs 

in the uſual way, but with one hind-leg faſten- 
ed, ſo as to be capable only of moving forward, 

and the other capable only of moving backward. 

I have juſt ſaid that the horſes are ſo faſtened 
that they cannot lay down, but this the Moors 


. conſider as no hardſhip; for they endeavour 


to prevent them from it, under the notion 
that a bonſe that lays down is ſick. Of theit horſes, 
however, they are very fond, and none are per- 
-mitted to be exported; except ſuch as are pre- 
ſents from the Emperor. 

Travelling is very inconvenient: in Barbary ; 
every perſon muſt have a paſs; and to make the 
road any way comfortable, an eſcott is neceſſary 
both for protection and to procure proviſions ; 
| beſides, there are only two ſhort ſeaſons, one in 
ſpring, and one in autumn, when travelling is 
. decently practicable; for in winter, the whole 
-country is deluged with rain, and in ſummer, 
.the ground cracks in ſuch a manner, that a 
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75 ING wi Chriſtian ſlaves in Barbary.— The 4. 
tbor receives notice of the demand of the Britiſt 
Curt for bis furrender.—Complies with it, and 
fails for Gibraltar. —His leiter to the Governor, 
and the anſwer. —Sails for Liſbon.— Politely re- 
ceived by the Britiſh officers there.—Writes te 
tbe Britiſh Envoy and Mr. Murray, with their. © 

anſtwers.— Sails for Portſmouth, — His WOE to 

' the Duke e eee 4 n. 5 


1. REMAINED fome time at n eifoying 


every amuſement that place could afford; I vi- 


ſited the feveral Conſuls, who, notwithſtanding 


any war, always live upon friendly terms, much 


— i ne 


to the benefit of their ſeveral ſovereigns, whoſe 


affairs would be matcrially injured by any dif 
agreement, as the Moors would not fail to turn 

it to their diſadvantage. I likewiſe amuſed my- 

ſelf with excurſions into the country, but theſe 


the rain often rendered unpleaſant; however, as 
I wiſhed to fee all I could, I diſregarded” petty 
inconveniences. One of my principal amuſe. 
ments was the improving of my friend and be- 
nefactor, Mr. Matra's horſes; and to this I fo 
far devoted myſelf, that when (as will hereafter 
be related,) Earh St. Vincent diſpatched an 
officer 
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officer for the, I was found i in the of —_— | | 
one of them. -— 
I had one day-an opportunity of 8 ths | | | | 
treatment of the European ſlaves from their own 1 j 
mouths. Walking on the beach with an officer ' ö 
of the navy, we ſaw ſome of theſe captives, one 1 
of whom addreſſed himſelf to me in German; {| 
he informed me that they were Lubekers and Ham- 1} 
burgheſe, and had been ſome time in ſlaver. it 
Their treatment does not, however, ſeem at all "i 
bad; their allowance is about ſix-pence a day, = | 
at leaſt equal to one fhilling and ſix-pence here; | 
they are not compelled to work, and ſome of 4 l 
them who had acknowledged themſelves to be | i 
boat-builders, having been employed at their 1 
trade, received additional wages in conſequence | | | 


of the repreſentation of the Conſuls, who in- 
fiſted that they ſhould not woes without — 
paid. 

In the month of Decades A dong came. from 
General O'Hara to Mr. Matra, acquainting him 
that I was ordered home in cuſtody; and at the 
ſame time Captain Newhouſe, of his Majeſty's 
ſhip Peterell, was directed to receive me, if I 
choſe to go, I readily conſented to obey the or- 
der, but wrote to General O'Hara, that it would 
be impoſſible for me to comply with it ſo: ſoon 
as twenty-four hours, which was all the time 


Captain Newhouſe could allow me; if, how- 
| 2 2 . ee 
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ever, any other ſhip came in a few days, or if 


the Petterell would look in on her return from 
the expedition on which ſhe was going, I would 


not require her to come to anchor, as upon 


hoiſting red at the main I would inſtantly v re- 


pair on board. 
On the 8th of January, 1799, fourteen days 


| Wie the Petterell hove in ſight, and having 
made the ſignal previouſly agreed upon, I re- 
paired on board; a few hours conveyed us to 
Gibraltar, where I no ſooner arrived than 1 


ſent the following letter to General O'Hara . 


9 I, 


« In obedience to your Excellency's 


commands, and the directions of the benevo- 
1 lent Mr. Matra, whoſe ſingular bounties to me 


« have given him the privilege of diſpoſing of 


% me as he pleaſes, I yeſterday embarked on 
* board his Majeſty's ſhip Petterell, and now 


« ſurrender myſelf to your Excellencies diſpo- 


« fition. From you, Sir, I am aſſured of liberal 
« treatment, therefore I have only to ſolicit the 
*© honour of an carly audience. Confident in 
* the rectitude of my own conduct, and the 
« juſtice of my country, I can entertain no ap- 


“ prehenſion; but did there even exiſt a poſſi- 
5 bility of converting any act of mine into a 


00] crime; 
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crime, long accuſtomed to adverſity, I have 


_ « {earnt to meet with firmneſs all man can or 


"0 SIR, 


” 5 aan, 
* Moſt e and reſpedtfully, - 
Sen, 
% Your Excellency's 

8 5 *. Very devoted ſervant. 
e „J. G. 8. LISLE 
* Gibraltar Bay, 
On beard his M. &. Petter ell, 

1 8th Jan. 1799 


The General, probably feeling himſelf a lit- 
awk ward at the proſpect of being drawn into 
converſation upon an affair of ſome delicacy, 
thought proper to decline complying with my 
requeſt, and returned me the following anſwer : 


te IN conſequence of orders from Go- 


e yernment, through his Majeſty's Principal 


Secretary of State, you are to be ſent to 
* England in cuſtody, and having no will of 
* my own upon this occaſion, I cannot but de- 


“ celine an interview, which, without ſerving 


“you, come only give pain to 
* SIR, 
of. Your obedient ſervant, 


CHA. O'HARA,” 
To Major Liſle." | | 
| 2 1 a . Notwiths 


* GIBRALTAR, the gth Jaw. 1599. | 
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|  - Notwithſtanding this refuſal I, however, re- 
i ceived marks of polite and kind attention from 
5 that excellent General. 


j It was the province of Earl St. Vincent to 
j diſpoſe of me as he pleaſed; and as his Majeſty's 
} ſhip Mondovi hove in fight the day after my 
. arrival, I intreated his Lordſhip, that as ſhe 
0 | would, in all probability, ſoon return to Liſ- 


Þ bon, I might be permitted to go in her; I par- 

| ticularly aſked this, as I had ſome knowledge 
"1 of Captain Selby, who commanded her, and 
| who had before taken me to Tangier, I was 

bi honoured by his Lordſhip's conſent, and he 

Eo gave immediate orders to the Mondovi to pre- 

9 pare for her return as ſoon as ſhe had delivered 

her diſpatches and received thoſe from Op Gar- 

riſon. 

Next morning Captain Grey, whom 1 have 
before mentioned, came to me, and acquainted | 
me, that the Mondovi was on the point of ſail- 
ing; I therefore immediately repaired on board, 
and after a ſhort voyage, during which T was 
treated with the utmoſt kindneſs and attention, 
arrived at Liſbon. 

At Liſbon I was ſent on board thi Brilliant, 
commanded by that excellent officer and ac- 
compliſhed gentleman, Captain Blackwood. 
Here I enjoyed every pleaſure the place would 
admit; and it is but juſtice to the ſeveral Bri- 

tiſh 
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- þ 1'8 
tiſh Commanders then. in the Tagus, to declare, = 


that I never, in the moſt auſpicious ſituation of 

my life, was treated with more kindneſs and 

| politeneſs, As ſoon as J arrived at Liſbon, I *I'| 
wrote to the Britiſh Envoy, Mr. Walpole, to | 
whoſe humanity I had. been fo much indebted 


at my former viſit to this place. To this he re- ; | | 
| n the ei ann 4 
ein: but „ Liezen, 18ch JANUARY, "OM | 
5 Sin, gt 9 [| 
I nave. been favoured with your | 


Wn letter of yeſterday's date, and I rake this op- I 
10 portunity of confirming. to you the orders 
* which I have received from his Majeſty to 
bl ſend you. home in cuſtody ; and I have, in 
* obedience to his Majeſty's commands, de- 
« ſired Captain Selby to convey you on board 
« his Majeſty's ſhip Brilliant, commanded by 
« Captain Blackwood, and I'am perſuaded that 
e you will receive every attention poſſible from 


—— 
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„ Captain Blackwood. 

« Under theſe circumſtances you will 3 | | 

« ceive the impoſſibility of my acquieſcing in iq 
your wiſhes to come on ſhore. ; 

«1 am, Sin, - ik 

* Your moſt obedient, _ | 4 

c humble Servant, _— 

* ROB. WALPOLE.” [1 

" Major G, Semple A 41 
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I likewiſe wrote to Mr. Murray, the Conful. 
General, who had ſo kindly interfered for my 
liberation; and his anſwer, as explaining not 
only ſome parts of Mr. Walpole's, but ſeveral 
other circumſtances, much better than 1 am 
able, en 


* $18, | KIRK 

© I RECELVED yeſterday evening a let. 
ec letter from you without a date, and this 
* morning, at 11 o'clock, one dated this 
** morning, Before I ſay any thing on your 
** prefent ſituation, let me acquaint you that 
* I received a letter from you, from on board 
re the veſſel in which you left this river, 
* after ſhe was under weigh, ſo could not 
* anfwer it to you then. I afterwards re- 
F ceived that you left with the Portugueſe gen- 
** tleman at Belem, and paid him the two 
“pieces you requeſted of me ; the other two 
* which you mention to have been put into the 
*« hands of the Intendant of Police I have never 
* ſeen, nor ever will; it is in vain to expect it. 


1 your papers left in my hands, with the 


certificate you deſired from me, I ſent Mr. 
. J. Fox, at Falmouth, to lie till called for, 
** as you defired, and I know they have got ta 
** hand. 

«I obſerve what has paſſed with you ſince 


1 you left this. I went laſt night to the rooms 
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expecting to meet Mr. Walpole; he did not 
come there; and I am fo much and fo in- 


oe 

« diſpenſibly employed at preſent, writing to 

* Madeira and England, by veſſels ready to fail, 
* that it is impoſſible for me to go to his houſe, 
* which is at a diſtance from mine; beſides, it 

appears to me, that it could be of no ſervice 

to you, not only becauſe his conference with 

Captain Selby muſt have been over this morn- 

* ing before I got your letter; but ſtill more, 

# becauſe, as he now acts under orders from 
home, he cannot give ſcope to his own incli- 
nations towards indulgencies to you, if con- 

* trary to thoſe orders; and for that reaſon I 

dare ſay he will decline giving you a meet- 

„ing. But there is ſtill a further and more 

„% powerful reaſon; after you went. away, ſome 

F « difagreeable circumſtances took place be- 
*F | „ tween him and the Intendant; on that ac- 
*F count an application to Court became neceſ- 

% ſary, which the Intendant reſented ſo much, 

« and laid before her Majeſty the contents of 
« your, what he ſtyled, petulent and inſulting 
letter to him, after your return from on board 

e the packet, that I am certain he would clap 
* you again into confinement the moment you 

0 put your foot on ſhore here; and from the 
'* nature of his office, he can do ſo, in ſpite of 

* all Mr. Walpole's endeavour to prevent It. 

ff Nothing but the Queen turning the Intend- 
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ant out of office could prevent it, and that 
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* you may believe is totally out of the queſtion. 
All that Mr. Walpole could do, would be to 
inſiſt on your being delivered up whenever 
he pointed out the veſſel in which he wanted 
to ſend you to England; and even then the 
Intendant would have it in his power to ſend 
you on board a priſoner, and with what diſ- 
agreeable marks he might chuſe to call ne- 
ceſſary, on the ſcore of ſecurity for your not 
being one inſtant at liberty in this city: all 
this he can do, and I dare ſay, would not 


ec 
40 
ce 


oe 


bate one diſagreeable item. 
cannot ſpeak to the Intendant, having been 


As for me, I 


implicated in the buſineſs between him and 
the Envoy, in ſo much, that we have had no 
communication ſince. IG 
* From all this you will gather that it is my 
opinion that you have nothing for it but pa- 
* tience, and to make the beſt of it you can; 
and when you arrive in England, I doubt not 
your readineſs to ſurrender yourſelf to your 
country will have full weight, and be of that 
ſervice to you there, which it cannot poſſibly 
be here. I return you Governor O' Hara's 


lette 0 
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* 1 am, Nie, 


e Your obedient Servant, | 
© CHAS, n 


Liſbon, Yan, 18, 1799." 


Not- 
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Notwithſtanding theſe friendly cautions, as 
there were no apprehenſions entertained of my 
deſerting, I frequently went on ſhore in the 
moſt perfect contempt of Manique and his au- 
thority. 

About the roth of February we failed for 
England, and after a pleaſant paſſage, ar- 
rived at Portſmouth on the 22d of the ſame 
month. Immediately on my arrival I an- 
nounced myſelf to his Grace of Portland in the 
following letter : 


« On beard his M, Ship mung 224 Feb. 1799. 


66 Mr Lord, 


* I had the honour to inform your 


* Grace from Tangiers, that in conſequence of 


e the extraordinary events with which you are 
« acquainted, I had found myſelf reduced to 


© the neceſſity of looking for hoſpitality on the 
* ſhores of Barbary, where I engaged myſelf to 


te remain inactive, a time more than ſufficient 


on OY IO Os ers 
"x" 


* for your Grace to convey to me your com- 


cc mands, which I bound myſelf to obey. About 


« ſix weeks after my arrival in that country it 


te was intimated by General O'Hara to Mr. 


« Matra, his Majeſty's Conſul- General, {whoſe 
« bounties to me had given him a right to diſ- 
1 poſe of me as he pleaſed,) that the Britiſh 
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Envoy at the Court of Liſbon had received 
an order to ſend me home in cuſtody, and 
that ſuch an order had been communicated 
to his Excellency. Having furniſhed your 
Grace with every information, having ſurren- 
dered myſelf to the Britiſh Envoy at Portu- 


gal, according to the promiſe I made your 


Grace in my letter from Brazil, having ſo 
repeatedly ſolicited you to permit that I 
ſhould come to London; in ſhort, after hav- 
ing done every thing honourable, and every 
thing that it is poſſible for a man, well diſ- 
poſed to do, I felt myſelf mortified to learn, 
that it had been found neceſſary to order, 
that I ſhould be ſent home in cuſtody; ne- 
vertheleſs, though, when ſuch intelligence 
reached me, I was no longer in the power of 
the Britiſh Government, though I was in a 
poſition from whence neither force or inge- 
nuity could have taken me, I inſtantly pre- 
pared to obey the ſummons of the Crown, 
I wrote General O'Hara, aſſuring him that ] 
would ſurrender myſelf in his garriſon in the 
courſe, of a fortnight ; and farther told his 
Excellency, that the better to enable me to 
accompliſh that purpoſe, I had already ſoli- 
cited the Commander of his Majeſty's ſhip 
Petterell, who. was then leaving Tangiers, 


bound on an expedition of a few days to the 


of South. 
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Southward, to call for me on his return. 
Such a delay was the more neceſſary for me, 
that when I eſtabliſhed myſelf at Tangiers, 
ſuppoſing 1 ſhould find myſelf obliged to re- 
main there at leaſt for ſome months, 1 had 
contracted ſome fmall obligations in fitting 
up a houſe, which 1 was not able immedi- 
ately to diſcharge. His Excellency removed 
theſe obſtacles ;. his Majeſty's ſhip Petterell 
ſoon afterwards appeared in the bay, made 
the ſignal agreed on between her Commander 


and myſelf, and I embarked for Gibraltar, 
where I had the fatisfation to find that my 
conduct met the approbation of the Governor 


and Admiral. To the humanity and libe- 
rality of Earl St. Vincent, and thoſe invin- 
cible heroes by whom he is ſurrounded, I 
am indebted for an inexhauſtible fund of con- 
ſolation. | 


* © Committed to the charge of Captain Black- 


wood, by his Majeſty's Envoy at Liſbon, I 


have at length reached this port; and after 
having well weighed every act of mine ſince 
I left theſe ſhores ; after calling to my recol- 
lection that it muſt be known to your Grace 
that my conduct has been approved of by 
every reſpectable character in the ſervice 


of the Britiſh crown, in whoſe way dame 
Fortune * _ me. After its being eſta- 


ce bliſhed 


* —᷑k“—— — —— Re 


Fer 


— x 0". 
PuIYBMPE | wer ite 
3: Mage. 


8 
—— — - 


ANG NL ——— — —— 


350 | THE LIFE of 
e bliſhed beyond all poſſibility of doubt, that 
* T have furrendered myſelf a volunteer to the 
© order of Government, and ſince that period 
*I have in nothing felt myſelf in cuſtody, I 
* venture to pray, that I may be permitted to 
© preſent myſelf wherever his Majeſty may be 
* pleaſed to command; but ſhould there, in 
* your Grace's opinion, exiſt reaſons to conſti- 
* tute me, for a time, a priſoner, confident in 
the rectitude of my own conduct, and the 
* juſtice of my country, I moſt cheerfully ſub- 
* mit to ſuch a decifion ; but humbly intreat, 
* that the place of my confinement may be 
* where it was when J was leſs intitled to in- 
* dulgence—the ſtate ſide of Newgate—This re- 
* queſt will, I hope, appear the more reaſon- 
tc able to your Grace, that the accuſer as I am 
© of the mutincers, and others more guilty 
than they are, I ſhould, were I to mingle with 
** the crowd, be treated by them as it is uſual 
*© to treat a King's evidence, a character which, 
* if to ſhare in the guilt be a neceſſary qualifi- 
© cation, I cannot be ſuppoſed to exhibit. 


*© have the honour to be, 
With the higheſt reſpect, 
« My Loxy Duxs, &c. &c. &c. 
J. G. 8. LISLE.” 


I wrote 
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1 wrote likewiſe to Earl Spencer, ſending 
him the ſamples of wood 1 had collected at 
Brazil, of which, though 1 had loſt ſome few 


moſt valuable. 
During my ſtay at Portſmouth, Enfign Prater, 


| whoſe officiouſneſs I have before had occaſion 10 


bei! 


—— 4 — —- er on 


mention, thought proper to publiſh a detail of 


the mutiny on board the Lady Shore. In this 
curious production (which appeared in the Svar 


of the ad of April, 1799,) he ſays, On our 
*'frſt arrival at = the Saint Pedroes, Adjutant 
« Minchin, of his own accord, allowed James 


„ George Semple Liſle, who was a convict on 


et that he the ſaid Semple was a Major in the 


* Dutch Cavalry; and Adjutant Minchin ſanc- 
* tioned it.” To this I ſhall only reply, that 
1 made 10 report, as has been already ſeen; and 
that it was not Minchin alone that. ſigned it, 


but, as his Majeſty's Miniſters know, every 72 


cer of the ſhip and troops. He goes on, © the 


* officer in whoſe houſe I was quartered, aſked 
% me why the ſaid Major had not his uniform, 
© belt, breaſt-plate, ſaſh, &c. as Adjutant M. 
* and myſelf? I, not wiſhing to deceive the 
* officer, informed him, that he never had any. bs 


11 by the gobd-natured and perſpicuous reply 


Mr. Freter ſtates himſelf to have given to 
the 


during my arreſt at Liſbon, I had preſerved the 


** board, to make out a Report to the Governor, 
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the officer he meant, that I never had any ani⸗ 
form, he was ſurely miſtaken; and in fact 1 
never wore any other dreſs during my ſtay in 
Brazil; if he alluded to the breaſt-plate, (mean- 
ing, I ſuppoſe, ) the gorget, he is perfectly cor- 
rect, for, as an officer of dragoons, it was not a 
part of my uniform; in fact, he wiſhed to injure 

me, and threw himſelf into the fituation of 


1 Pope” s dunce, who, . 
| Means not, but blunders round alot a due. * 
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As to ſwords, we were all alike, for 
thanks to him and his Commander Minchin, 


= : who prudently declined drawing upon the mu- 
4 tineers, they had been all taken away, as being 


what /ome of us had no occaſion for. He like- 
wiſe infinuates, that Minchin and myſelf had 
conſpired againſt him ; whether I conſpired of 
bore him any malice, nay, whether I had not 
been his friend and © let the folloving 
. letter ſnew: 


11 
2 


2 58 « BAHAL, May 2d, 1797. 
0 
3 Major ]. G. S. Liſle 


Sen, 


I return your Trowſers with many 
thanks. Should have returned before but 
« the Taylor diſappointed me in "_ mine 
done untill this day by 4 

* <1 deſired 
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I defired Welſh to get a Bundle contain- 
© ing four Muſlinet waiſcoats & a Reg. Coat. 
c in your Poſſeſſion but he told me you had 
* detaind them till 1 paid you what you paid 


de the Surgeon at Rio de Janeiro; the ſmall 


te pittance I received the other day was Bearly 


4 ſufficient to pay for what Clothes &c. I was 


« in want of; you Certainly cannot be igno- 


« rant of my diſtreſs in Reſpect of thoſe neceſ- 


* ſary article, & the dearneſs of this Country 
* now I have nothing to get a ſmall ſea ſtock. 
« for the reſt of the Voyage; but you ſhall be 


« pay'd at Liſbon on our arrival at that port, 


* & you will oblige me in giving the Articles 


* to Welſh not that they worth your keeping 


« as the waiſtcoats too ſmall for you and the 
« Coat not worth your uſe ; 
* amt Sir 
* Yours obediently 
* Enſign N. S. Wales Corp's 
| « of Foot.” 


# 


4 only remark, that I knew nothing about 
his cloaths, which it ſeems he had left in the 
care of my ſervant, and which I ordered to be 


given him as ſoon as I knew of his demand; 


he forgot to pay me the money he mentions, 
either at Liſbon or any where elſe. The pan- 
Aa taloons 


« Wn. PRATER 


—— fed eines ge ener 


8 2 5 1 2 Denn 8 
e ene > — 


_ 2 * 2 
r 
5 — «> — — 


— — n 
2 be us. 
—— — F 


* — CA A AE CE EO CEE 


: * 


"% its.” * 3 
5 4 * 
4 1 3 : 
* 5 
4 


"+ 7 K 
5 f * 
f 


= CHE LIFE or 


| taloons and ſhirt I never meant to receive, as 
| they were not lent but given; for ſeeing him 
come along the front of a regiment drawn up to 
receive the Governor of Minas as he landed at 
| Babia, with ſaſh, gorget, and uniform, in # 
| dirty ſhirt, and a pair. of white pantaloons 
mended acroſs the fore-part with brown thread, 
I told him to diſappear from where he then 
was, and to go to my ſervant, who would r- 
Y ply him with pantaloons and a ſhirt. 
= As ſoon as his account of the mutiny appear- 
1 ed, I replied to his ſcurrility in the ſame paper 
of the 8th April. My anfwer I here ſubjoin; 
and have only to add, that he had treated the 
great and dignified characters I mention, with 
an indecency not fit for a 2 even to 
repeat. 


Eatradt of a Letter from the STAR. 
April 8, 1799. 


It was my with to have avoided every pub- 
lic diſcuſſion on the ſubject of the mutiny on 
* board the Lady Shore, until a court of juſtice 


* had given their opinion. The trial is not 
& delayed by any fault of mine. I left a ſtate 
. of happineſs in Barbary. I came forward the 


% moment I was called upon by my country, 
| and have been in perfect readineſs to meet in- 
| 1 M0 veſtigation- 
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et yeſtigation theſe ſix weeks; nor have I ceaſed: 
te ſubmiſſively, to ſolicit that it may be brought 
* on. But ſince Enſign Prater has publiſhed, 
© through the channel of your paper, a ſtate- 


ment prejudicial to me, and ſince you cannot 


* publiſh the relation of facts, to which I fur. 
c niſh vouchers*, do me the favour to aſk that 


e gentleman (who ſeems ſo well acquainted 


«with the particulars of the mutiny,) who it 
ce was that, abſent from his cabin in the mo- 
* ment of the mutiny, and miſſing for ſeveral 
* hours after the affray was over, was found 
* concealed in the fore-part of the ſhip, where 
* the women convicts were confined? and, who 
* ſought for ſhelter underneath the bed of the 
« ſurgeon? 

« Mr. Prater, on the 1 of 5 
« Hancorne, is ſo far correct, that that truly 
te reſpectable and amiable character did render 
me many ſervices in Brazil, and did refuſe to 
* receive his viſits: it is true the Commodore 


* it The relation of fats here referred to was refuſed inſer- 

« tion, not from any doubt of its correftneſs; for in ſupport 
of it we were referred to gentlemen whoſe reputations are 
4 unſullied, viz. Mr. Black, the Purſer, Mr. Fyfe, the Sur- 
« geon, Mr. Murchiſon, the Second Mate, and Mr. Lewes, 
« the Steward ; but becauſe in th preſent ſtate of the buſi- 
4 neſs we thought ſome parts of it unſeaſonable, and there - 
fore likely to be deemed libellous, "FER 
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had once the honour of being a Lieutenant in 
the moſt glorious navy under heaven; he is 
proud to ſay ſo, nor did he, at once, jump 
into the diſtinguiſhed ſituation he now occu- 
pies with fo much reputation, he obtained it 
by length of ſervice and by dint of merit! 
But Mr. Prater ſhould have accuſed the Com- 
manding Admiral of the fleet, Antonio Ja- 
nuario de Valle, and not Commodore Han- 
corne, of having ſupplied my wants, and his 
Excellency the Vice-Roy, of having given 
me a handſome houſe, while he lodged Pra- 
ter, Drummond, the ſoldiers, women, &c. 
without diſtinction, in an hoſpital ; theſe 
great men knew every thing unfavourable to 
me, but they had alſo the means of learning 
how I behaved in the moment of the mutiny: . 
and how ſome others. My diſpute with Mr. 


Prager differs in ſomething from his account 


of it. Reaſons, more than ſufficient, induced 
me (while at Rio Grande) to put my ſword 
in my hand againſt him, but he was reſcued 
from the danger into which he had drawn 
himſelf, by the interference of Mr. Murchi- 
ſon, who himſelf received what was meant 


for Prater. 


« Lam, Six, | 
* Your moſt obedient Servant, 
« J. C. s. LISLE.” 


During 
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During my ſtay at Portſmouth I received 
the ſame attention and politeneſs I had met 
with at Liſbon. As no doubts were entertained 
concerning my ſafety, I was permitted to amuſe 
myſelf as I pleaſed; but as a life of indolence 
never ſuited my diſpoſition, I again and again 
made application to his Majeſty's Miniſters to 
ſend for me to town. I could not indeed ſup- 
poſe that they would order me to be brought to 
England without. ſome reaſon, and I naturally 
concluded, that they had for their object the in- 
veſtigation of the mutiny on board the Lady 
Shore; two months and upwards, however, 

elapſed before I was ſent for. 
At length, either in conſequence of my ap- 
plications, or from ſome other motive, Mr, 
Townſhend was ſent for me, He found me 
early in the morning on board the Brilliant ; 
and after acquainting me with his miſſion, he 
left me, and returned to his inn, where I en- 
gaged to join him before eleven o'clock; this 
off to town. From him I received the moſt . 
polite treatment; I was laid under no reſtraint 
whatever, and ſo far from being diſarmed, I 
not only travelled with my ſide-arms, but Mr. 
Townſhend, who knew my diſpoſition, fur. 
niſhed me with a brace of piſtols for our mutual 
Any" defence 
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defence on the road; in ſhort, his humanity 
and politeneſs made me forget that I was 'a 
priſoner. 


CHAP. XXVIL 


The author arrives in town, is ſent Io Tothil- Fields 
Bridewell.—Charafter of that priſon.——The au- 
_ thor's exploits with bailiffs.— Concluſion, 


Ar my arrival in town I was depoſiced in Tot- 


hil-Fields Bridewell, where J have ever ſince 


remained, to uſe the phraſeology of the place, 
like a parcel left at an inn till called for. Here 


I have received the utmoſt politeneſs, and the 
moſt humane attention, from Mr. Fenwick, the 
Governor, and his family, who ſeem, in ſhort, 


to be formed by nature for ſoftening the rigours ' 
of captivity ; ſuch, too, is the force of example, 


that the ſame humanity pervades all his ſervants, 
and guilt, though nothing human can diveſt it 


of its horrors and remorſe, feels them as its 


worſt evils, without the aggravation of tortures, 
equally cruel, unneceſſary, and impolitic. | 
Thus far has been, what we may call, the 
more ſerious part of my hiſtory ; and many of 
N my 
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my readers will, perhaps, be much ſurpriſed at 
not finding it a counter-part to that of Iona- 


than Wild; but, in truth, my life has rather 
conſiſted of ſerious, than of comic ſcenes, and 
my adventures, befide- thoſe already enume- 
rated, are not, I hope, of a very criminal dye. 


I have, it is true, had a thouſand hair-breadth 
eſcapes from bailiffs, and among the reſt, one 


or two laughable ones, which I ſhall relate; but 
as to the traſh ſold by Kearſley as my hiſtory, I 
know nothing of it, farther, than that it is, with 
the exception of a very few inſtances, totally 
falſe, and where true, ſhamefully diſtorted. For 


inſtance, I was by him accuſed of having de- 
frauded Lord Eardley, Lord Saliſbury, and 


Meſſrs. Grimwood, Hudſon, and Barret, all of 


whom lived in the ſame ſtreet; I ſent to them 
to know if they had any charge againſt me, and 
received from each a certificate, acknowledg- 


ing, that I never had cheated them, and that 
they had nothing to lay to my charge. I mean, 


not, however, to deny that I have neglected 


punctuality in my payments, and that when I 


wanted money, I have, without thinking how 


it would be paid, accepted the loan of a few 
guineas from any friend ; taylors have, likewiſe, 
found me not ſo ready to pay as to order; and 
thus I became acquainted with bailiffs, 
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One of my beſt mancœuvres to avoid them 
was, before my perſon was known to them, to 


pretend buſineſs in all the different ſpunging- 


houſes: I thus knew their faces, and by the 


help of a good look-out, for a long time avoid- 


ed them. One day, however, near Charing- 


. croſs, I was met in a hackney-coach by two 


bailiffs, who had a writ againſt me; as ſoon as 
I perceived them, I ordered the coachman to 
drive as faſt as he poſſibly could into the Horſe 
Guards, promiſing to take all conſequences 
upon myſelf, and to give him a guinea for his 
trouble. The deſcendant of Jehu exerted his 
utmoſt ſkill, but without being able to prevent 
one from attempting to ſeize the horſes, while 
the other attempted to ſtorm the door; a dex- 
terous application of the whip, however, made 
the poſt the former had taken very uneaſy, and 
I repelled, as well as I could, the attacks of 
the other invader. Both clung, however, to the 
ſides of the coach, till we drove altogether into 
the Horſe Guards; there I leaped out, and hav- 


ing explained the matter to the officer then on 


duty, made a bow to the bailiffs, and walked 
through the Park, while they returned by the 
gate they had entered, amidſt the laughter of 
all who beheld the ſcene. 

Another time, fitting at breakfaſt, I was at- 


racked by three of them, and got off by the fol- 
lowing 
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loving ſtratagem: I then lived in Oxendon- 


ſtreet; and almoſt oppoſite to me lodged Lord 
(then the honourable Mr.) Semple, who bore 
a commiſſion in the Guards; the ſimilarity of 
names, as both were called Captain Semple, 
had occaſioned many miſtakes ; but though our 


names were alike, our circumſtances differed - 


widely ; for he owed nobody a farthing, and I 
owed every body who would give me tredit. 


As ſoon as theſe vultures of the law entered the 
room, they, with the uſual etiquette, made me 
acquainted with the purport of their viſit, and 

concluded, by giving me a very preſling invi- 


tation to a houſe kept by one of them. As I 
wiſhed to decline this honour, I affected much 
ſurprize, and told them they muſt needs be 


miſtaken, as I was in debt to nobody; they 
aſked'me if I was not Captain Semple? © Then, 
« gentlemen,” ſaid I, “the whole is cleared 


up, there is another Captain Semple lives in 
« this ſtreet, I ſee him now,“ pointing at his 
lodgings, © looking through the window; and 
«* this is not the firſt, nor hardly the twentieth 


* time, that I have been arreſted for him; in 


* ſhort, his attornies, his duns, and his bailiffs, 


will force me to quit this ſtreet.” I then 
profeſſed myſelf perfectly ready to go with them, 


if they inſiſted upon it; but that I was quite 


| unn with ſuch inceſſant viſits of that nature; 


and 
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and muſt, for my own ſake, bring any illegat 
act before a Court of Juſtice, 'that I might be 


zled the bailiffs, who, with ſome reluctance, 
went down ſtairs, and, at the door, enquired of 
the ſervant of the houſe, if there was any othey 


_ Captain Semple in that ſtreet; ſhe told him there 
was, and opening the door, pointed out to them 
the ſame houſe that I had done. This ſatisfied 


them, and I profited by the diverſion thus made 


in my favour to eſcape, leaving my honourable 


nameſake to ſettle the affair with them as he 


houſe, in ſpite of all his remonſtrances, till the 


rid of ſuch plagues for the future. This puz- 


could. Ina word, he was taken to a ſpunging- 


agent of the regiment releaſed him; I have been 


told, he afterwards attempted a proſecution 
againſt the bailiff, but it appearing that na 


no ſatisfaction. 
Another time Colonel 


fortune to be arreſted, and two good ſureties be- 
ing demanded, I undertook to procure them for 
my old friend and companion. Two were ac- 
cordingly found ; but, alas! notwithſtanding. 
they ſwore poſitively, they were not credited, 


and we were forced to come again into court 
next day; then, however, we ſucceeded, for 


having procured a new face, I dreſſed one of the 
| former 


wanton uſe had been made of the writ, and that 
the miſtake was almoſt unavoidable, he obtained 


— had the miſ- 
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former (a Jew, who ſold flippers about the 
ſtreets) in ſuch a manner, that he was no longer 

recognized by the Court, and we came off tri- 
umphant. 
This dexterity in avoiding the ee 
of law, however, eventually coſt me dear; I 
was ſo well known for out-witting bailiffs, that 
there was hardly one who would undertake to 
arreſt me; and this it was, as I am well con- 
vinced, that induced Mr. Lycett to proceed 
againſt me criminally. In.conſequence of this 
ambiguity thruſt into the law, nobody knows 
how, men are intrapped ; and, if carried to its 
extent, there may ſoon be no impoſſibility in 
taking an inſolvent merchant from the Royal 
Exchange, and — him to New South 
Wales. 

I now return to the ſubject of my n more ſe. 
rious buſineſs; and here I muſt beg my readers* 
patience till I lay before them a conciſe view of 
my viciſſitudes. Born of an antient and noble 

race, but not poſſeſſed of riches equal to their 
rank, I naturally imbibed ideas of a too lofry 
kind; flattered in my youth by my rich and 
powerful friends, I formed to - myſelf plans of 
future grandeur ; plans, which my impetuoſity 
of diſpoſition prevented me from realizing. 
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of prudence, I n. into the world; my = i 
friends : fl 
14 


— N ** e toy co 27 
— 2 is 7 yz 

; ” . —— — * + 7 r — —_ 

- e nenne r ——— * — l 

5 —— — - PIE Wy breerr nn”, 1 k 1 * 1 W 


” 1 m + % 
Sn — wat: WNT: op 1. >, $: * , ON LO 
* 2 2 * 
I « 
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friends ſupplied me with money even to proſu. 
fion ; and as I got it without trouble, I ſpent it 
without reluctance. Liberal as they were, my 
extravagance outſtripped their bounty, and I 
was repeatedly involved in debt; ſtill their 
purſes were not ſhut ; they ſatisfied my credi- 
tors, and, with ſhame I relate, their generoſity 


only jmpelled me to new expences! 


Accuſtomed, from my earlieſt infancy, to the 
moſt elevated ſociety, my ideas imperceptibly 
aſſimilated themſelves to theirs. I entertained 


_ views of grandeur while yet a child; I felt my- 


ſelf born a ſoldier, and implicitly truſted to my 
ſword for opening to me the way to the Temple 


of Glory. When little beyond the age of a 
ſchool-boy, I was diſtinguiſhed by the moſt re- 
_nowned generals; I had ſeen the immenſe ar- 


mies of Ruſſia cloathed in an uniform of my own 
contriving, and the celebrated Prince Potemkin 
had, as is well known, honoured me with par- 
ticular marks of his approbation. Flattering, 
as are the diſtinctions I received, I will not re- 


late them all; but my reception by the Prince 


de Ligne was in aſtyle of e too * 
to be omitted. 

Coming to bent, on my return from the 
Black Sea, I had the honour of becoming ac- 
quainted with that great and moſt amiable 
Prince. To the utmoſt politeneſs, he ſuper- 
TED | added 
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added an invitation, in conſequence of which I 
went to Antwerp, where his Highneſs then lay 
with a corps of army, as the Emperor, Jo- 
ſeph II. then threatend to attack Holland. 
Such was the opinion of my military talents, 


which this veteran ſoldier entertained, that in 
compliment, he ordered his regiment, which 
was certainly one of the fineſt in the world, to 
parade before the hotel where I lodged : not ſa- 


tisfied with this, though he was an old Impe- 


rial General, and I was a very young Major, he 


placed me at his right-hand, and went with me 
along the front. The very inſtant too that I was 
receiving this moſt honourable and pleafing 
compliment, as if every thing meant to conſpire 
to inflate my vanity, Earl Cholmondely, with 


another gentleman and a lady, arrived at the 
Grande Laboureur, the hotel where I was. 

A conſtant repetition of thoſe praiſes might 
have intoxicated a much cooler head than mine; 
my pride had now its full ſcope; I was already 

in idea a General in Chief; my brain teemed 


with improvements in tactics and evolutions, 


till my expences ſo far out-grew my income,” 
that I was involved in debt and difficulties. - 


Even when I was diſgraced at home, I was 


admitted to the favour and familiarity of the 
firſt 16 upon the Continent: : what their 
opinion 
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opinion of me was, the following anecdote will 
ſhew. Juſt after I had joined the allied army 
in the Low Countries, a Britiſh General who 
Mp knew me and my whole hiſtory, one day aſked 
+ the Duke F. of Brunſwick, how he, knowing 
my diſgrace, and that I had juſt come from 
France, could put ſuch confidence in me? 
« Were I a taylor, or a boot-maker,” replied 
the Duke, I certainly ſhould be ſomewhat 
„ cautious in giving him credit, but as a ſoldier, 
* I know that I might ſafely truſt him with the 
* whole Pruſſian army.“ 
3 Of my ſufferings ſince I left the allies I 
1 need not ſay another word; my readers are fully 
f acquainted with them, and I cannot ſubmit to 
the whining tone of complaint, I have, I truſt, 
amidſt them all, acted in ſuch a manner as to 
give my friends no reaſon to bluſh for me; my 
actions were ſuch as I thought my duty re- 
quired, though I cannot help thinking myſelf 
ſomewhat hardly treated, at being left for near 
fix months in a priſon, without even the ſmalleſt 
allowance for ſubſiſtence. 
„I have now performed what I promiſed, by 
giving my own hiſtory, ſuch as it has really 
been; and the reader has, I hope, ſeen, amidſt 
all my errors, ſomething that may be commend- 


ed, nen that may be pardoned, and ſtill more 
that 
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MAJOR SEMPLE LISLE, 367 
that muſt be pitied. That I meant to vindicate 


every part of my conduct could not be ſup- 


poſed; but, alas! man is the creature of circum- 
ſtances, and let him not preſume to expect, 
that no preflure is heavy enough to drive him to 


a wrong action. Violent paſſions, the almoſt 


inſeparable companions of a vigorous conſtitu- 


tion, call upon youth, with an importunity 


nearly unceaſing; experience, the ſureſt guide, 


is inevitably wanting; example invites, ſplen- 


dour diſplays its atlurements, faſhion leads the 


way, and ruin too often follows. Gay, honeſt, 


unſuſpecting, and generous, the young man 
ruſhes on to pleaſure, and conſidering intereſt 


as traſh, is apt to weigh the property of others 


as lightly as he does his on; amuſements incur 
expence, and expence degenerates into prodi- 


gality. To ſupply thoſe pleaſures now become 
almoſt neceſſary to his exiſtenee; he contracts 
debts, which he cannot pay; he ſhifts from his 


creditors ; his gay companions forſake him, as 
an incymbrance on their joyous moments; po- 
verty ftares him in the face, and actions, at 


| which his foul recoils, become the only poſſible 


means of fubſiſting. If an accidental ſupply 
falls in his way, his reliſh for pleafure returns; 
he embraces it with an appetite ſharpened by 
abſtinence; he is again involved, and diſgrace 
fucceeds to ruin, 


Once 
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368 ru LIFE OF 
| Once diſgraced, thoſe prudent friends, whom 
the law alone reſtrains from open plunder, aban- 
don him; they do worſe, they ſhut the door of 
ſociety againſt him by their calumnies; his 
faults are the theme of their converſation, and 
they ſhelter their own want of honeſty behind 
his loſs of fame ; they hunt him down with un- 
ceaſing clamour, till it needs more than com- 
mon diſcernment and common firmneſs even to 
dare to befriend him; his timid well-wiſhers 
will not venture to give their countenance to 
him; and he is left to periſh! 
Did it always happen that men of warm 
paſſions, hurried away by pleaſures, were vil- 
tins; or did it always happen that the cold; =_ 
the ſolemn, the plegmatic, were honeſt ; ſome 3 
excuſe might be found for ſuch perſecutions. . 
But as it happens on the contrary, that the man 
who is without vices is alſo, for the moſt part, 
without virtues; and that prudence is very often 
nothing better than low ſelfiſhneſs in diſguiſe, lit- 
tle can be ſaid for ſuch gratuitous ſeverity ; be- 
fides, if one good action is not ſufficient to con- 
ſtitute the man of worth, why ſhould one bad 
one be allowed to conſtitute the villain? A ſe- 
rious turn, the effect of experience, may reclaim 
the libertine, his unruly paſſions may ſubſide, 
and he may, if the gate of ſociety be left open 
ro him, ſome time or other, re- enter it; but, if 
| hunted ' 
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hunted into villainy, by the clamours of hypo- 


criſy, the die is caſt, and his perdition is inevi- 
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envy of little minds, they endeavour to reduce 
him to their own level, by drawing him into de- 


bauches ; they flatter him while in his preſence, 


but no ſooner is he gone than they revile him: 


if his intimacy with them can give probability 


to their tales, they fabricate calumnies which 
paſs for truths ; if he makes one falſe ſtep, he 
falls unpitied, and they are the firſt ro trample 
upon him. 

It is a trite react that men of talent 


are generally poor, and ſeldom riſe to any high 


preferment ; it is true! for if they depend ſolely 


on their merit, .no ſooner does that begin to 


diſplay itſelf, than it is inveſted on all fides by 
an army of blockheads, who, having no merit 


of their own, cannot bear it in others. But 
where a youth ſets out with high ſpirits, con- 


ſpicuous talents, indulgent friends, and a ſmall 
fortune, his ruin is next to incvitable; life is 


to him a perpetual ambuſcade, with a thouſand 
| maſked batteries ready to play upon him at 


every turn; his vanity is flattered, his ſenſes 
amuſed, his companions preſs him to become 
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the partaker of their pleaſures, his enemies en- 
| deavour to entice him to deſtruction ; he yields 
himſelf up to gaiety and expence, till at l 
be falls, and dunces riſe on his ruin. 
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APPENDIX. 


I T was not my intention to have added another 
word to the preceding ſheets; but, on looking 
over Mr. Prater's account of the mutiny, I 
thought it a pity that ſuch a beau morceay ſhould 
be entruſted to the periſhable archives of a newſ- 
paper. It is in fact an unique, and will, no 
doubt, recommend him to promotion, as it is 
plain that no ſuch petty impediments as fogs or 
miſts can obſtru& the lyncean eye of one that 
(according to his own account) can ſee through 
an oak plank ; beſides, as he can deſcribe affairs 
which he never ſaw, with all the preciſion of an 
eye-witneſs, his talents, at making official re- 
ports, muſt be truly wonderful. In order to 
do him juſtice, I cannot forbear giving his 
- own words; and I doubt not that my readers 
will, with me, pronounce him | 
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Nas rative of the Mutiny on board the Lavpy 
SHORE. 


« On the iſt day of FRI 1797» about 


four o'clock A. M. the French emigrants, 


and a number of deſerters (ſent on board the 
Lady Shore) bound to New Holland, aſ- 


_ liſted by the ſeamen,® revolted, and took poſ- 


ſeſſion of the ſhip, guns, ſmall arms, and the 
arm-cheſt. Mr. Lambert, Chief Mate, whoſe | 
watch it was upon deck, having obſerved 
them for ſome time loading their muſkets at 
the main hatchway, without alarming the 
Captain or Officers commanding the troops, 
imprudently went into the cabin, loaded his 
piſtols, and diſcharging one of them, ſhot a 
Frenchman, named de la Hay; the muti- 
neers immediately ſhot Mr. Lambert dead 


on the ſpot. As Captain Wilcox, hearing 


a noiſe, was coming out of his cabin, he was 
ſtabbed i in the right ſide of his neck, and in 
his left breaſt, which occaſioned him to fall 
down the companion ladder into the great ca- 
bin, which was our apartment. By this timethe 


The ſeamen evidently lent no aſſiſtance in the time of the 
mutiny, they afterwards were compelled to aſſiſt in working 
the 3 (F. 206.) 


« revolters 
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*. revolters had entire poſſeſſion of the ſhip, ſta- 

te tioning ſentries at every hatchway, with their 
« arms loaded, pointing two guns down the 
© main hatchway, loaded with grape-ſhot and 
% broken bottles; alſo two guns on the fore= 
« caſtle, pointed aft, loaded in the like mans 
* ner; laying on the gratings at every hatch- 
9 way, to ſtop any one from W 
deck. 

About eight o'clock A. M. - the chiefs and 
te ſeveral others came down below into the 
&« great cabin, and demanded our arms, which 
« were given them; at the ſame time Adjutant 
« Minchin gave orders to the ſerjeants to deli- 
“ ver up what arms and what ammunition they 
* had amongſt them, and deſired them not to 
* make any reſiſtance. Adjutant M. gave his 
te word and honour that no refiſtance ſhould be 
e made on his part, or any of his people, againſt 
e them. Serjeant Hughes informed Adjutant 
„M. he had about twenty-eight ſtand of arms, | 
« and about thirty or forty rounds of ball car | | 
&« tridges, which Adjutant M. ordered him to "vj 
deliver up. 15 | 


in 


* Mr. Prater muſt either poſſeſs the faculty of ſeeing 
through three bulk-heads of ſtout oak plank, or elſe he muſt 
relate this from hearſay, as he was, at the time he mentions, 

concealed among the women convicts. (P. 199.) 
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They informed us, that 66a 
intended to give us the long-boat, and fend 
„ ys away, which they performed on the 18th 
% day, at eight o'clock P. M. diſtance about 
* 100 leagues off land, at the entrance of the 
river de la Plata, in the latitude of Cape St. 
% Mary; fending in the long- boat twenty-nine 

„ perſons, men, women, and children, the 
e youngeſt child not five weeks old. After 
* meeting with very tempeſtuous weather and 
* heavy ſeas, in forty-eight hoan we arrived at 
* a Portugueſe ſettlement, called Port Saint 
10 Pedroes, Rio Grande, where we were received 
* by the Governor and inhabitants in a very 
* humane manner. On our firſt arrival at Port 
Saint Pedroes, Adjutant Minchin, of his own 
accord, allowed James George Semple Liſle, 
« who was a convict on board, to make out a 
* Report to the Governor, that he the faid 
« Semple was a Major in the Dutch cavalry, 
« and Adjutant M. fanctioned him in it. 
« Some few days after, the officer, at whoſe 
% houſe I was quartered, aſked me the reaſon 
* why the ſaid Major had not his uniform, belt, 
« breaſt-plate, ſaſh, &c. as well as Adjutant 


"Ws I have elſewhere remarked the groſs falſehood of this re- 


lation, for further ſatisfac *. the reader may, however, re- 
fer to P. 215—2 1. 
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MAJOR SEMPLS LISLE, 375 
„M. and ſelf? I, not wiſhing to deccive the 
* officer, informed him he never had any; and 
« that he was nothing but a convict, and was 


* ſent out for ſeven years tranſportation. The 
* Governor was informed what I had re- 


* ported, and acquainted Semple with it, who 


e went to Minchin's quarters, and aſked his 


* advice what he ſhould do in the buſineſs? 
* Minchin adviſed him to ſeek and run me 


© through, and there would be nothing more 
* ſaid about his character. Minchin being 
« very intimate with Semple,” went next murn= 
« ing, in company with him, to the Governor's, 
* carrying a parcel of papers belonging to him, 
© one of them ſaid to be a Dutch Commiſſion 


in the cavalry®: and Minchin told the Go- 


« vernor the ſaid Semple was a gentleman of 
« rank and fortune, a paſſenger on board the 
& Lady Shore; and that he knew him to be an 


* | am cate afhancd, if poilidle, of Prann's folly and 


baſeneſs, than of the trouble I give my readers in remarking 
it. There was, it ſeems, a paper which be could not read, 
and this I called, what it really was, a Dutch Commiſſion z 
but ſurely his own ignorance was no ſufficient reaſon for his 


aſſertion, By the ſame rule he might deny any other paper 
to be authentic ; he wiſhed to vilify me in the eyes of all 
mankind, and therefore finding his ſtory diſregarded by the 
diſtinguiſhed perſonages of Rio Grande, he attempted to eir- 
culate it in England, where, to his diſgrace, the falſehood of 
-_ aſſertion is univerſally known. | 
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* officer in Dutch cavalry, and what I had 


* reported was an infamous lie; and he the ſaid 


« Minchin hoped the Governor would chaſtiſe 


% me. Minchin took Semple's advice in every 
thing,“ and always kept him company. 
On the 23d September, 1797, we were 


embarked on board ſmall craft for Rio de Ja- 


Richards, a boy, made intereſt to go by land 
to St. Catharine's. We arrived at Rio de 

« Janeiro on the 23d of October, ſome time 
* after the above-mentioned people had reached 
ti that ſettlement from St. Catharine's, on board 


cc 
„ neiro. Semple, Mr. Black, and Michael 
ec 
ce 


the Portugueſe men of war, Semple was on 
% board the Admiral's ſhip, Signior Antoine 


_ © Janeiro's; Mr. Black on board a 64 gun ſhip, 
* commanded by one Thompſon,f an Engliſh- 
* man. On board the Admiral's ſhip was an- 
« other Engliſhman (named Philip Anvorn, a 


„Neither Minchin nor Prater were NY companions, and had 


either of them taken my advice during the mutiny, I have little 


doubt of having ſaved the ſhip ; and had they taken it when 
they were in Brazil, they would have met with more * 
than they received. þ | 


1 Since the time of one Arnold, I have not heard of even an 


enemy being treated with ſuch indecency. But to the truth 
of the next obſervation I readily and heartily ſubſcribe; Mr. 
Prater was fincerely ſorry that I was treated with reſpect by che 
molt diſtinguiſhed officers in the Portugueſe ſervice. 


« Lieutenant 
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MAJOR SEMPLE LISLE, 377 
Lieutenant in 'our- ſervice; but rank of Major- 


“ General in the Portugueſe ſervice) who, 1 


% am ſorry to ſay, paid every attention to 
_* Semple, ſupplying him with. caſh, and in- 

<< troducing him to the firſt: company in Rio 
de Janeiro. Although I had applied to him 
© in perſon for aſſiſtance, and to uſe his intereſt 
[7 for us to be better treated than what we were, 
« he, knowing our ſituation, many days with= 
out ſubſiſtence, actually in a ſtate of ſtarva- 
* tion, the allowance from the : Viceroy being 
« only twelve venteens, ſterling about 134d. 
«« per day, for fifty days; and that was actually 
©* Nopped from all of us for four or five days, 


« except Drummond, without our having 2 


* morſel of bread to cat. 

On the 23d of January, 1798, we were em- 
* barked on board the different Brazil mer- 
% chantmen, for St. Salvadore's and Liſbon, 


* and arrived at St. Salvadore's the 5th of 


« April; being very ill treated on board the 
« merchantmen, - having nothing to. eat but 
« ſtinking ſalt beef, caſade root, and horſe 
«beans, We repreſented our ill treatment to 
« Franciſco Paulo de Lait, Admiral, and com- 
ws _— our convoy, who took rio notice of 
it. We ſtaid at St. Salvadore's two months, 
a.” 8 no ſubſiſtence either from the Go- 
« vernor or Commodore. On board the ſhip 

*« with 
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< with myſelf was Lieutenant Drummend. Ona 
re gur coming dut of the Bay of All-Saints, we 
* unfortunately carried away our rudder, and 
+ were obliged to return to refit, when, on ap- 
* plying to the Governor for a paſſage in the 
** ſecond convoy, he kindly ordered us on board 
* thefrigateCarlotta, the Commodore of the con- 
% voy where we cannot ſay, with truth, we were 
treated like gentlemen, On bur going into 
the Tagus, we got aground on the Bar of 
* Liſbon, but in twenty-four hours we happily 
got off, by the aſſiſtance of the Almighty, 
% and not by the good management of the Por- 


* tugueſe.* Witneſs my hand this iſt Septem- 


* ber, 1798. 
« Wn. PRATER, Enfigh, 


N. S. W. Corpsof Foot.” 


| ® Mr.Prater grows wondrous pious towards his concluſion ; , 
and indeed if his piety there aroſe from repentance for the 
. falfehoods that he had uttered, it might be, perhaps, a con- 


Þolation to the godly part of his friends. Without, however, 
the leaſt intention of under-rating the mercies of God, or over- 
rating the ſeamanſhip of the Portugueſe ſailors, had they not 

Ven on board, the ſhip bad, 1 doubt, remained on the Bar 
of Liſbon till this day. | 
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*. Copy of 1 Gerard DRUUNMONMD'G 
Certificate. . 

« Enfign Prater having defired me to look 

* into the above Report of the ſeizure, &c. of t 

« the ſhip Lady Shore, on the iſt day of Au- ? 

# * puſt, 1797.3 1 do hereby declare the above re- 

5 * port to be true, as I was on board the ſhip at 

5 « the time, and have been with Mr. Prater | 

i | « ſince leaving the ſhip, in the long boat, to 1 

| V dur arrival at this place. | 


(Signed) © GERARD DRUMMOND, 
Lieutenant Bombay Marines Hon. 
| = tt Eaſt-India Company's Service.“. 


* This was 2 moſt convenitht certificate ; it was, without » 
a date, tacked, like an epaulet on a military coat, to any thing 
that required it, and ſhifted as occaſion offered. Mr, Drum« 
mond is in the Eaſt Indies, or I might anſwer his certificate by 
aſking, who it was that hid himſelf under the ſurgeon's bed ? 
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A Monſieur, 8 
Monſieur le Baron D'OurrzDA, 
aur d. HAKO VvRER, 
a RAT1530XNE. 


* * SourrREz, Monſieur, que Je vous 
demande raiſon de votre conduite a mon 
«« cgard. 

En 1*. A quel titre, et de quel droit avez 
* yous en la temerite, de me faire arretter? 
«© Etoit-ce comme Miniſtre de ſa Majeſte Bri- 
* tannique? Mais, Monſieur, ctiez vous revetu 
de ce caractere? Vous qui n'etes recu a la 
% Diette de Ratiſbonne que comme le Miniſtre 
de PElecteur de Brunſwic Lunebourg, et en 
* qui le Senat d' Augſburg n'a reconnu que ce 
titre dans fon decret ci joint, du 11 Mars, 
* 1794- | 
Vous avez donc eu tort de vous qualifter de 
Miniſtre de ſa M. Britannique comme vous 
« Favez fait a Augſburg le 11 Decembre, 17933 
et dont je vous envoye un fidele extrait. Ce 
n'eſt donc point a ce titre que vous avez pu 
avoir authorite ſur moi 

Mais encore, etoit- ce en qualitẽ d' autho— 
« riſe de ſa M. B.? Mais comment auriez vous 

l'impudence 


6 ue SBMPLE LISLE, 884 


* Vimpudence de le dire? Vous qui ſcavez que 
ge le veritable Miniſtre de la Cour Britannique 
** a Ratiſbonne, a declare qu' elle n'avoit pas 
% demande mon arreſtation, et que le Roi n'a- 
** voit aucun ſujet de plainte contre moi. 
Vous r'aviez donc, Monſieur, aucune au- 
* thorits ſur moi, ni comme Miniſtre, ni comme 
„ authoriſe de ſa + Majeſts. Britannique, vous 
„ avez donc outre palle les pouvoirs qui vous 
% ont Ft confiẽs par votre Souverain, et par 
* conſequent compromis le caractere dont il 
| * vous avoit revetu, | 
f Mais 29. Quand vous auriez ẽtẽ revetu de 
| tous les titres que vous avez eu la preſomp- 
* tion d' emprunter, ma conduite mèritoit- elle 
de fi mauvais traitements de votre part? les 
*«« temoignages flatteurs et les grades honnora- 
e bles que m'ont accorde les Princes ſous les 
* drapeaux deſquels j ai ſervir ne la ame, 
ils pas ſuffiſamment? 
Je ne parlerai point ici de mes s campagnes 
„ ay ſervice de la Ruſſie, ni de celles que j'ai 
e fait en Amerique dans les arm&es de S. M. B. 
* mon Souverain, mais je parle de la maniere 
dont je me ſuis montre en 1793 en combat 
** tant ſous les ordres de S. A, S. Monſeigneur 
« le Duc de Brunſwic Oels, et en ſuite ſons 
ceux de S. A. S. Monſeigneur le Prince d' 
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ET | Orange, le grads honorable que cet auguſte - 


PHE II OP. 
Prince anecordé dans Parmee de LL. HH, 
"PP prouve la eonfiance qu“ il avoit en moi, 
* et ſi Pai manquẽ a mon devoir, c'etoit a lui 
« « Comets a vous, * a s' en penn 
« dre, a fag © 

* Aue m'avoir fait eptbuver les pia l in- 

„ juſtes vexations, m'avoir condamne aux hor- 
** reurs d'une priſon de trois mois ou j'etois au 
* ſecret ainſi que mes domeſtiques, et aprẽs etre 
* reſt une autre mais dans cette ville pour vous 
* donner le tems de prouver les griefs, que 
* vous avez avances contre moi, fans que vous 
* ayez pu en verifier un ſeul, il ne vous reſte 
* plus maintenant, Monſieur, que de me rendre 
e raifon de fi iniques procedes. Jexige une 
« reparation, vous ſavez de quel genre, Vous 
« avez vqulu me degrader a la face de P Europe, 
te et c'eſt a la face de ]'Europe que je yous de- 
c mande la ſatisfaction qui m'eſt due. 

* Je ſuis enattendant votre rẽponſe autant 
* que je dois Petre, 


« Monſieur, 
“ Votre tres humble Serviteur, 
J. G. S. LISLE, 
Ce Mars, 1794+ et cc Major.” 
THE END. 
— —— —— 
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